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Publisher’s Note 


S ince their creation, mankind had dialogued; their souls 
acknowledged its creator and promised during the primordial 
discussion to worship Him alone. Similarly, their physical 
forms are such that conversation is an extremely important 
and necessary element of their existence. Thus, belief, worship 
and character typical of every unique individual have truly 
developed through the exchange of views in a nice manner. On 
the other hand, abusive, coarse and prejudiced presentations do 
not persuade noble minds. They are unnatural and abnormal; 
they neither find acceptance nor bring about conviction. 


Following the most perfect means of influencing mankind, 
the revelations to the Prophets and Messengers (peace and 
blessings be upon them) contained several orders for them 
to talk to their people and answers to questions they may be 
asked. In fact, in some cases, the answers were direct responses 
to issues they were asked about. So, they invited mankind 
to believe in Allah and worship Him alone, presenting the 
facts, employing dialogue, conversation and well-mannered 
arguments. The last of these Prophets - peace and blessings be 
upon them - is Muhammad, the son of Abdullah (peace and 
blessings be upon him). 


The book you are holding is a study of that aspect of the life 
of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him). How 
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did he handle his dialogues with the idolaters and Jews 
and Christians? How did he communicate his message to 
the World’s superpowers at the time, considering the age 
and community in which he lived? What responses did he 
receive and what lines of actions did he follow? How did he 
persuade the youths and adolescents to accept his message? 
His conversations with his household, including the women 
and children; how did they go? What were the major elements 
of his dialogues that yielded the best results? May Allah’s peace 
and abundant blessings be upon him. 


Since he was sent to the whole of mankind, the book 
introduced the examples of the Prophets dialogues citing the 
viewpoints of the group he talked to; its major beliefs including 
its impressions about the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him). It also mentioned the opinions of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) vis-a-vis the group such that in the 
end, it leaves the reader with great lessons on dialogue and 
persuasion. 


Farid Ullah Bin Ahmed Hussin 
Managing Director 
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PREAMBLE 


ll praise is due to Allah, the Creator of the creatures 
and their Sustainer: 


a Ges apes class Wh, abl EY ONT GBB Ge > 
6) gt SS 


‘And no (moving) living creature is there on earth but its 
provision is due from Allah. And He knows its dwelling 
place and its deposit. All is in a Clear Book (the Book of 
Decrees with Allah)?” (Hood: 6) 


Peace and blessings be upon the Messenger of the unlettered 
ones, the comfort of the eyes of the monotheists, the one 
raised for the entire humankind, and upon his household and 
companions and those who follow them exactly in goodness 
till the Day of Recompense. 


To proceed; 


Humankind opened its eyes to the universe to see and 
hear the first thing being an on-going dialogue in the heaven 
between the Lord, the Creator, and man while he was like the 
tiny dust particle in the loins of his father, Adam (peace be 
upon him): 
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‘And (remember) when your Lord brought forth from 
the Children of Adam, from their loins, their seed (or 
from Adams loin his offspring) and made them testify 
as to themselves (saying): Am I not your Lord?’ They 
said: ‘Yes! We testify, lest you should say on the Day of 
Resurrection: ‘Verily, we have been unaware of this’ Or 
lest you should say: ‘Tt was only our fathers aforetime who 
took others as partners in worship along with Allah, and 
we were (merely their) descendants after them; will You 
then destroy us because of the deeds of men who practiced 
evil?” (Al-Avraaf: 172-173) 


It was a natural dialogue planted by the Creator and 
Originator in the psyche of His creatures among humankind 
that they believe in Him - Glorious is He, affirm His Lordship 
and acknowledge Him as the Sole Deity, without any partner, 
and the only Self-Sufficient Master without equal. 


Furthermore, since the early life of man and the angels’ been 
asked to prostrate themselves before him, to show his honor 
and excellence after Allah taught him names and attributes, 
till Allah’s showering favor on him and entering him into the 
Home of Honor, ‘the Everlasting Garden, and his going out 
of it, followed by his coming down to the earth and his been 
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chosen for leadership on the earth and the duty of governance 
on it, man passed through a number of phases and changeovers. 
Within these periods, he experienced a number of extremely 
important discussions, dialogues and conversations. 


The Angels’ Dialogue 


Man’s physical existence was not even complete before the 
dialogue that came about between the Great Creator and a 
group of the nearby angels concerning the creation of man and 
his being placed in-charge of exercising authority on the earth, 
and the chances of his succeeding in the duty of governance 
on it: 


E men or a 
Age tases (YN) óe wep AB A Si 
EG ipti 2s ad J rs) SA sail est at tale 

el 2A op cok ei ay ed Bi ai JG Et Aisi 
(TY) GE ES a 5S 


‘And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels: 
Verily, I am going to place (mankind) generations after 
generations on earth. They said: ‘Will You place therein 
those who will make mischief therein and shed blood, - 
while we glorify You with praises and thanks (Exalted be 
You above all that they associate with You as partners) 
and sanctify You. He (Allah) said: T know that which 
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you do not know. And He taught Adam all the names 
(of everything), then He showed them to the angels and 
said, “Tell Me the names of these if you are truthful’ They 
(angels) said: ‘Glory be to You, we have no knowledge 
except what you have taught us. Verily, it is You, the All- 
Knower, the All- Wise. He (Allah) said: ‘O Adam! Inform 
them of their names,’ and when he had informed them of 
their names, He said: “Did I not tell you that I know the 
Unseen in the heavens and the earth, and I know what 
you reveal and what you have been concealing?” (Al- 
Baqarah: 30-33) 


Satan's False Dispute 


From the wondrous things found in the different parts 
of the Qur’an, between its chapters, is the reverberation of 
that serious dispute between the Lord, the Great Granter of 
favors and the Accursed and Damned. Satan was arguing and 
responding, seeking his chances to explain; at the same time, 
he was hearing the replies; the refutations were coming to him 
from Allah the All-Knowing, All-Wise despite his disbelief, 
arrogance and rudeness! 


Allah the Exalted ordered him to prostrate before this new 
and awaited creature placed in-charge of exercising authority 
on the earth, Adam (peace be upon him). He refused and was 
arrogant, raising objections that were laden with ignorance, 
arrogance and inelegance. The Lord, the Great Granter of 
favors asked him about this disobedience and the reasons for 
that bootless ignorance: 
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oe 
“He (Allah) said: ‘O Satan! What is your reason for no 
being among the prostrators?” (Al-Hijr: 32) 


Satan, the accursed, gave reasons, worse than anything; his 
response was worse than his action: 


GWT) ALE yE ga palo ye AHS Ag EY él Jud 
“He (Satan) said: T am not the one to prostrate myself to 


a human being, whom You created from sounding clay of 
altered black smooth mud.” (Al-Hijr: 33) 


He gave baseless excuses and ill-founded arguments such 
as his statement: 


isg OU ye ells angs UT Wariga VI laze te J > 
EOV xb oy 


“He said: I am better than him (Adam); You created me 
from fire, and him You created him from clay.” (Al-A’raaf: 
12) 


So, the response came to him along with the recompense 
from Allah the All-Knowing, the All-Wise: 


ETO) pall p Å Sal aé Ay (T8 Sans SG G G36 JE p 


“He (Allah) said: “Then, get out from here, for verily, you 
are an outcast (a cursed one). And verily, the curse shall 
be upon you till the Day of Recompense.” (Al-Hijr: 34-35) 
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The Repentant Overseer 


After Allah, the Lord of all that exists granted success to 
Adam (peace be upon him) and entered him into the Garden 
out of His Mercy, He seriously warned him against Satan and 
his evils: 

HiS LT Ge (KE A IG dag); a phe he Gy p51 Wes p 
gy) 
“Then We said: ‘O Adam! Verily, this is an enemy to 


you and to your wife. So let him not get you both out of 
Paradise, so that you be distressed in misery.” (Taha: 117) 


However, Adam (peace be upon him) disobeyed the 
instruction of his Lord, the Mighty and Sublime, he forgot the 
serious warning, and a fresh dialogue ensued between Adam 
who disobeyed his Lord and slipped, and the Lord, Who Grants 
favors and Graces: 

oak labs kgia Le OG HELI OS GS yk cals » 
Ji eA Ss oé USGS TG; Sls ELT 955 ye gle 
6 (VY) öige USS cb GES 

‘And their Lord called out to them (saying): ‘Did I not 


forbid you that tree and tell you: Verily, Satan is an open 
enemy unto you?” (Al-Araaf: 22) 


So, Adam and his wife, Hawaa (peace be upon them both) 
gave the response of the one full of remorse: 
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“They said: ‘Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You 

forgive us not, and bestow not upon us Your Mercy, we 
shall certainly be of the losers.” (Al-Avraaf: 23) 


As such, Allah the Exalted forgave them both: 


GVA) he O ga 08] athe Gls UK 2055 Gye fle pales > 


“Then Adam received from his Lord Words. And his 
Lord pardoned him (accepted his repentance). Verily, He 
is the One Who forgives (accepts repentance), the Most 
Merciful.” (Al-Baqarah: 38) 


The Prophets and Wisdom 


Thereafter, the Prophets (peace and blessings be upon 
them all) followed the path of wisdom and continued upon it 
gradually. They chose the best methodology of communication 
and the most perfect means of exerting influence. They 
chose dialogue, discussion and well-mannered argument. 
They made it - along with other methods - an approach by 
which they conveyed the messages of Allah; fearing Him, not 
fearing anyone except Allah. They attained through dialogue, 
their objectives: guiding anyone who sought guidance and 
establishing clear evidence against whomsoever was arrogant 
and rejecting. 


The Prophets (peace and blessings be upon them) were 
neither scared of engaging in the activity of dialogue nor did 
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they disdain entering into it even if the matter was concerning 
the clearest truth and most plain facts: 


aspedan eazy les ace at ok : 
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“Has not the news reached you, of those before you, the 
people of Nuh, and ‘Ad, and Thamud? And those after 
them? None knows them but Allah. To them came their 
Messengers with clear proofs, but they put their hands in 
their mouths (biting them from anger) and said: ‘Verily, 
we disbelieve in that with which you have been sent, and 
we are really in grave doubt as to that to which you invite 
us. Their Messengers said: What! Can there be a doubt 
about Allah, the Creator of the heavens and the earth? He 
calls you (to Monotheism and to be obedient to Him) that 
He may forgive you of your sins and give you respite for a 
term appointed. They said: You are no more than human 
beings like us! You wish to turn us away from what our 
fathers used to worship. Then bring us a clear authority 
(i.e. a clear proof of what you say).” (Ibrahim: 9-10) 


That was how they handled dialogues and engaged in 
conversations, craving to guide the people and hoping to help 
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them achieve forgiveness. So, some believed while others 
disbelieved, (and in the end), it was as if the Prophets were 
saying: 


fon ee feo ae o estaa se ee Be 
Leg QRS nb EAG atts pail Fb 055 ys has pase LB 
(V+) baiz iie i 


“Verily, proofs have come to you from your Lord, so 
whosoever sees, will do so for (the good of) his ownself, 
and whosoever blinds himself, will do so to his own harm, 
and I am not a watcher over you.” (Al-Anaam: 106) 


The Last Was Like The Musk ... 


The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) fully 
understood the human experience in inviting to Allah and 
conveying His message. His heart received the noble Qur’an 
which contains a summary of the experiences of the past 
Prophets, sound human wisdom and excellent views. So, the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) was (vis-a-vis the 
rest of the Prophets), and rightly so, like the musk with which 
the people of the Garden will end their drink as a sign of the 
greatest delight, the sweetest taste and the best scent. 


Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him)’s 
employment of dialogue as a methodology and argument in a 
nice manner as the basic means of inviting to Allah generally 
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demonstrates his proficiency, excellent personality, intellectual 
opulence and his deep perception. May Allah’s peace and 
abundant blessings be upon him. 


The Major Topics in the Book 


The Book contains: 
FIRSTLY: Preamble And Introduction 


SECONDLY: Examples Of Dialogue From The Life Of The 
Prophet (Peace And Blessings Be Upon Him) In Eight Sections: 


The First Section: His Dialogue with the Idolaters 

The Second Section: His Dialogue with the People of the 
Book; the Jews and Christians 

The Third Section: His Dialogue with the World’s Super 
Powers 

The Fourth Section: His Dialogue with the Assassins and 
Mass Murderers 

The Fifth Section: His Dialogue with the Companions 
The Sixth Section: His Dialogue with the Youths and 
Adolescents 

The Seventh Section: His Dialogue with his Wives and 
Members of His Household 

The Eighth Section: His Dialogue with the Noble Angels 


THIRDLY: Epilogue 
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Firstly 


INTRODUCTION 
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Definition of Hiwaar (Dialogue) and Jidaal 
(Argument) 


Hiwaar (Dialogue) and Jidaal (Argument) both correspond 
while they have aspects of difference. 


Hiwaar in the Arabic Lexicology: 
It is derived from al-Hawr which means, ‘to return from a 
thing to another’.’ 
A poet said: 
Man is only like the shooting-star and its brightness 
He turns to sand after he had been shinning! 


In As-Sihaah? (it says): Haara (he returned), Yahoor (he is 
returning) and Hawran (to return) means, ‘he came back’ as in 
His saying the Exalted: 


4 (14) 55% ol 35 A> 
“Verily, he thought that he would never come back (to 
Us)!” (Al-Inshiqaagq: 14) 
That is, “..that he will not ever return to his Lord’. 


As for Tahaawaroo; it means, ‘they discussed with one 
another, and at-Tahaawur means ‘to discuss? while Al- 
Muhaawarah is ‘exchange of speech in a discourse." 


Ina nutshell, Hiwaar in Arabic means, ‘to exchange speech, 


1 Al-Hiwaar: Aadaabuhu wa Dawaabituhu fee Dao il-Kitaab was-Sunnah by 
Yahya Muhammad Zamzamee, pg. 19. 

2 As-Sihaah fee al-Luggah (2/638). 

3 Al-Qaamoos al-Muheet (2/16) 

4 Lisaan al-‘ Arab (4/217) 


12 


Introduction 


and to discuss, involving address and response.” 
I (ie. the author) say: This meaning is supported by His 


saying, the Exalted, regarding what shall transpire between the 
non-believers on the Day of Standing: 


..but if you could see when the polytheists and 
nae oS GILG oii ae Gods I LHe Gall J6 b 


232 o>, 3 


o Az y LE Ó Syl 5 35 
abl Sp ka ad aata gai Jas Spall 
g (T1) Grebe 


wrongdoers will be made to stand before their Lord, 
how they will return the (blaming) word one to another! 
Those who were deemed weak will say to those who were 
arrogant: Had it not been for you, we should certainly 
have been believers!” (As-Saba: 31) 


eS 3 


The word, Hiwaar came in three places in the Qur’an as 
follow: 


His saying: 

‘And he had property oF fruit) and he a to his 

YU has ESI i 335 gl 585 aada JU 525 al OK D 
€ (TE) gi 36h 


companion, in the course of mutual talk: T am more than 


5 Al-Hiwaar: Aadaabuhu wa Dawaabituhu fee Dao il-Kitaab was-Sunnah by 
Yahya Muhammad Zamzamee, pg. 19. 
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you in wealth and stronger in respect of men.” (Kahf: 34) 


Here, it came with the meaning, ‘he directed the speech to 
him and he replied him’® 


His saying: 

“His companion said to him, during the talk with him: 

MNF os GME call, Si 555 lt 505 Ae Le od JED 
(TY) Ai Boge i abs yo ai 


‘Do you disbelieve in Him Who created you out of dust 
(i.e. your father Adam), then out of Nutfah (mixed semen 
drops of male and female discharge), then fashioned you 
into a man?” (Kahf: 37) 


Here also, it came with the meaning, ‘he directed the talk to 
him and he replied him: 


His saying the Exalted: 


“Indeed Allah has heard the statement ce her (Khaulah 
ai abl d S885 in g aed at J; PETER 


Sv a 


4O ) Fura tee tl ól (Sie ee 


bint Thalabah) that disputes with you (O Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon him)) concerning her 
husband (Aus bin As-Samit), and complains to Allah. 
And Allah hears the conversation between you both. 
Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.” (Al-Mujadilah: 1) 


It came here with the meaning; ‘Allah hears the talks you 
6 Zubtat at-Tafseer by Al-Ashqar pg. 385. 
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exchanged.’ 


In summary, al-Hiwaar in the Quran means: ‘mutual 
exchange of talks, discussion, and mutual response: 


In the traditions of the Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him), the word, Hiwaar, has been used in its various 
basic etymological forms: Haara, al-Hawr, and Muhaawarah 
with their different meanings: 


Haara: Aboo Dharr (may Allah be pleased with him) 
reported that he heard the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) say: “Whoever ascribes Kufr (disbelief) 
to another, or says: ‘O, enemy of Allah’ while he is not as called, 


2 


Haara alayhi: 


And Haara alayhi means, ‘it goes back to him (i.e. the 
caller)’ 


Al-Hawr: Abdullah bin Sarjis Al-Muzanee (may Allah be 
pleased with him) said, “When the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) sets out for a journey, he would 
seek refuge against the rigors of the Journey, sorrowful sight, 
al-Hawr after al-Kawr, the invocation of the oppressed and 
finding the household and property in difficulty (upon our 


return)? 


Al-Hawr after al-Kawr (in the above hadeeth) means, 
‘leaving (the path of) steadfastness, and want after abundance: *° 


7 Zubdat at-Tafseer by Al-Ashqar pg. 724. 

8 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh; the Book of Eeman, Chapter on 
Explaining the Condition of the One Who Deliberately Rejects His Father, no. 121. 

9 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh; the Book of Pilgrimage, Chapter on 


What One Recites When He Sets Out For the Journey to Pilgrimage and Others, no. 
2479. 
10 See: At-Tamheed lima fee al-Muwattau min al-Ma’aanee (24/353) and An- 
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Muhaawarah: Qays (may Allah be pleased with him) said: 
“There was a Muhaawarah (discourse) between Khalid bin Al- 
Waleed and one of the companions of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) and the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) said: “Why are you contesting with one 
of the swords of Allah whom Allah has drawn against the non- 
believers?!” 


A summary of the definition of al-Hiwaar after a survey of 
its meanings in the Arabic lexicon, the Qur’an and the Sunnah: 


From my studies, I have come across three beautiful 
definitions for the word, Hiwaar: 


1. Exchange of talk between two parties.” 


However, this definition is picked apart for its silence on 
the condition of the two parties: their etiquette and speech 
methodology. Also, it does not shed light on the prominent 
feature of dialogues since, generally speaking, dialogue is 
different from argument. While earlier is dominated by 
calmness, the later is usually dominated by intolerance and 
prejudice. 


2. Exchange of speech between two parties or more which 
is essentially free from any hostility between both. 


This is a good definition, for it expands the circle of 
dialogues to include more than two parties and refers to the 


basic etiquette of dialogue: calmness and absence of hostility. 
Nihaayah fee Gareeb al-Hadeeth wa l-Athar (4/385). 

11 Collected by Ibn Abee Shaybah in his Musannaf; The Book of Virtues, the 
Chapter of What is Reported Regarding Khalid bin al-Waleed (may Allah be pleased 
with him). 

12 Al-Hiwaar ma’a Ashaab al-Adyaan: Mashroo’iyyatuhu, Shurootuhu wa 
Aadaabuhu by Ahmad bin Sayfu-ddeen at-Turkistaanee, pg. 5. 
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Nevertheless, I have preferred a third definition due to its 
greater precision and wider range: 


3. A talk between two parties wherein idea is exchanged 
in a balanced manner such that no one seeks to control the 
other, and is dominated by calmness and free from hostility 
and intolerance.” 


Al-Jadal in Arabic Lexicology 


Al-Mujaadalah: taken from al-Jadl which means, ‘strong 
twist’; and (it is said), Jadaltu al-Habla Jadlan (i.e. I twisted the 
rope strongly) when the twist is well made. Jadeel refers to the 
reigns of a camel. 

Imru al-Qays said: 

And a gentle twist like the flattened reigns 
And a shin, like the degrading watering pipe 


Al-Jadal: Quarrel during disagreements, and ability to 
quarrel.“ And Jaadil-hu means, ‘argue with him’. It is said 
regarding a man, Jadila when he is stronger in an argument. 


I (i.e. the author) say: The Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) dispraised it in a hadeeth; he said: “The most 


»16 


loathsome of people in the sight of Allah is the fierce disputer: 
A summary of what the word, Al-Jadal means in the Arabic 


13 Fee Usool al-Hiwaar, a separate research paper by An-Nadwah al- 


Islamiyyah lish-Shabaab al-Islaamee, pg 11. 

14 Lisaan al-‘Arab (11/105) 

15 As-Sihaah (4/1653) 

16 Collected by al-Bukhaari in his Saheeh; The Book of Exegesis of the 


Qur’an, Soorat al-Baqarah, the Chapter of ‘He is a vehement disputer’ no. 4269 on 
the authority of Aa’isha (may Allah be pleased with her). 
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lexicon: 

Al-Jadal lexically means: intensity, strength and precision 
in a thing. 

Shaykh Muhammad al-Ameen Ash-Shingeetee (may Allah 
shower blessings on him) said: Al-Mujaadalah means dispute, 
not for the establishment of the truth but to coerce the other 
disputing party.” 


Al-Jadal in the Qur’an 


The word, al-Jadal occurs in the noble Qur’an in its various 
conjugations in twenty-nine places in the context of dispraise 
except in three places. They are: 


1. His saying: 


“Invite (mankind, O Muhammad) to ue Way of your Lord 
wines 5 es | aes; pose b ob O85 Jeet Ul ER 


rs) lat gb JS Ga elas Gl * Sasha gil 
§ (V0) ggih hei 


(i.e. Islam) with wisdom (i.e. with the Divine Inspiration 
and the Quran) and fair preaching, and argue with them 
in a way that is better. Truly, your Lord knows best who 
has gone astray from His Path, and He is the Best Aware 
of those who are guided.” (An-Nahl: 125) 


Al-Mujaadalah here is with respect to those among 
them (i.e. amongst those who are invited) who need debate 
and argument. In such cases, it should be in a nice way with 
17 Aadab al-Bahth wal-Munazarah (2/75). 
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kindness and gentle talk.”® 
2. And His saying the Exalted: 


‘And argue not with the people of the Scripture (Jews and 
Christians), unless it be in (a way) that is better (with 
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good words and in good manner), except with such of 
them as do wrong, and say (to them): ‘We believe in that 
which has been revealed to us and revealed to you; our 


God and your God is One (i.e. Allah), and to Him we 
have submitted (as Muslims). (Al-Ankaboot: 46) 


And argue not here implies that its allowance should be 
restricted to the places where the benefits of engaging in it is 
greater than the harm, or places where arguing will be with 
friendliness and not coarseness.” 


3. And in His saying: 


“Indeed Allah has heard the statement of her (Khaulah 


5 al Sy Sets Gr a hed I d; 5 ái ge 3$ 
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bint Tha>labah) that disputes with you (O Muhammad) 


18 See Tafseer Ibn Katheer (4/613). 
19 See Fath al-Qadeer by Ash-Shawkaanee (7/165) 
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concerning her husband (Aus bin As-Samit), and 
complains to Allah. And Allah hears the argument 
between you both. Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.” 
(Al-Mujaadalah: 1) 


That disputes with you (O Muhammad) concerning her 
husband..., that is, who discussed with you regarding his 
condition.” 


Al-Jadal in Prophetic traditions 


The Sunnah is as the Quran; most of the texts that have 
been reported containing the word, Jadal, had it in the context 
of dispraise. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
said: “A people do not go astray after being upon guidance 
until they become accustomed to Jadal (arguments).” Then the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) read 
this verse: 


“They quoted n not the above example. ac for argument. 


wh Ns Val ih 5 a alate als thes $% 
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Nay! But they are a quarrelsome people? (Az-Zukhruf: 
58 21 


Nevertheless, al-Jadal has been mentioned in the context of 


20 See Fath al-Qadeer by Ash-Shawkaanee (7/165) 

21 Collected by at-Tirmidhee in the Book of the Exegesis of the Qur’an 
from the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him), Chapter on: Soorat 
az-Zukhruf, no. 3293 on the authority of Abu Umaamah al-Baahilee (may Allah be 
pleased with him). He (at-Tirmidhee) said: ‘It is a Sound and Authentic Hadeeth’. 
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praise in the Sunnah in few places: 


The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said: “The 
argument of any of you regarding his right in this world cannot 
be as intense as the believers will argue with their Lord about 


their brothers who would be entered into the Fire??? 


I (i.e. the author) say: Whenever al-Jadal is used generally 
without qualifying it as been well-mannered, it is, in most 
cases, dispraised based on the well-known hadeeth of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) that: “I guarantee an 
abode around the Garden for the one who leaves an argument 
even when he is in the right; and an abode at the middle of 
the Garden for the one who eschews lying even while joking, 
and an abode in the loftiest part of the Garden for the well- 
mannered?” 


Definition of al-Jadal 


Technically, al-Jadal is: show of the grounds, by two 
disputing parties, for their opinions by defending it and 
contradicting the other with words or whatever could take its 
place of gestures and signs.” 


22 Collected by an-Nasaaee in as-Sunan as-Sugraa, the Book of Eemaan and 
Laws, Chapter on Increase in Eemaan, no. 4958 on the authority of Aboo Sa’eed al- 
Khudree (may Allah be pleased with him). Graded authentic by al-Albaanee in his 
annotation on the Sunan, no. 4637 by his numbering. 

23 Collected by Aboo Daawood in his Sunan; the Book on Manners, Chapter 
on Good Manners, no. 4223 on the authority of Aboo Umaamah al-Baahilee (may 
Allah be pleased with him). 

24 Al-Hiwaar ma’a Ashaab al-Adyaan: Mashroo’iyyatuhu, Shurootuhu wa 
Aadaabuhu by Ahmad bin Sayfu-ddeen at-Turkistaanee, pg. 9. 
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Point of benefit: 


Generally, argument has neither been ordered nor extolled, 
neither in the Qur'an nor in the Sunnah; whatis only encouraged 
of it is that which occurs in a nice manner and upon the truth. 


The difference between Hiwaar (Dialogue) and Jadal 
(Argument) 


The scholars differentiate between Hiwaar (dialogue) and 
Jadal (argument) from the angle that Jadal involves zealotry and 
determination to advocate a particular position, and standing 
up for the self whether upon the truth or upon falsehood! It 
also involves abusive presentation of doubts and conjectures 
against the truth presented by the other party.” 


In addition, although they both correspond for the fact 
of their being a talk or an exchange of speech between two 
parties (or more), they differ from the perspective that al-Jadal 
(argument) involves quarrel, dispute and sternness in speech 
while holding on to one’s opinion and being fanatical about it. 
On the other hand, gentleness and maintenance of reasonable 
and sensible limits characterize Hiwaar (dialogue).”° 


Modern-Day Dialogues 


From the foregoing, it becomes evident that Hiwaar 
(dialogue) is the exchange of information, thoughts and views, 
whether written or spoken. Thus, by mere acknowledgment of 
the viewpoint of others, contemplating and amending them 
and commenting on them dialogue becomes established. 


25 Ibid. 
26 Al-Hiwaar: Aadaabuhu wa Dawaabituhu fee Dao il-Kitaab was-Sunnah by 
Yahya Muhammad Zamzamee, pg. 26. 
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Accordingly, Hiwaar could be generally employed to refer to 
the relations between civilizations and what has resulted from 
such of the interactions between discussants with each group 
correcting and influencing the other.”’ 


His Character Was Dialogue 


Sad bin Hisham bin ‘Amir (may Allah be pleased with him) 
said, “I came to Aaisha - may Allah be pleased with her - and 
said, ‘O Mother of the believers, tell me about the character 
of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him)’ 
She said, “His character was the Qur’an; do you not read in the 
Quran, the statement of Allah the Mighty and Sublime: 


(E) pees Gd f ai; > 


‘And verily, you (O Muhammad) are on an exalted 
standard of character” (Al-Qalam: 4)? 


I said, ‘I intend to live in celibacy’ She retorted, “You should 
not, do you not read: 


alld 95 OE E A Gl Al 52 5g 2 OF ad» 
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“Indeed in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) you have a good 
example to follow...” (Al-Ahzab: 21)? 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 


27 Al-Hiwaar ma’a Ashaab al-Adyaan: Mashroo’iyyatuhu, Shurootuhu wa 
Aadaabuhu by Ahmad bin Sayfu-ddeen at-Turkistaanee, pg. 10. 
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got married and they (i.e. his wives) had children for him.” 


Therefore, every praiseworthy character mentioned in the 
Quran is found in him (peace and blessings be upon him), 
every moral excellence in the Quran is an integral part of his 
manners and dealings. His soul absorbed the Quran, and his 
gestures blended with revelation and settled in the core of 
his soul; it got deep-rooted in the bottom of his heart. So, the 
character of the Qur’an outflows to his limbs, the manners 
of the Qur’an outpours in his words and actions and in his 
calmness such that he was the Quran alive, speaking in the 
form of a man with flesh and blood. 


And certainly, from the most striking character in the 
Qur’an, the most oft-repeated and the most widespread in this 
miraculous book is the ‘Character of Dialogue’. 


The Qur'an and Dialogue 


The entire Quran from its beginning to its end is 
dialogue; the verses revealed in Makkah and those revealed in 
Madeenah likewise. You can sense this trend towards dialogue 
and persuasion, question and answer, speech and refutation, 
both intellectual and logical in the various topics in the noble 
Quran. 


Thecallofthe Quranis one that gives respect and admiration 
to the intellect and encourages dialogue and conversation. 
It allows views and thoughts not only by way of agreeing to 


28 Collected by Ahmad in his Musnad in the Section of the Narrations from 
the Ansaar — the hadeeth of Aa’isha (may Allah be pleased with her), no. 24010. 
Al-Albaanee in Saheeh Al-Adab al-Mufrad no. 234 said: ‘(It is) authentic based on 
supporting proofs’. He — may Allah shower blessings on him - has also included the 
hadeeth in Saheeh al-Jaami’, no. 4811, and said, ‘ (It is) an authentic hadeeth’. 
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remain within the limits of the natural human difference but 
in the way of dialogue, conversation and interaction all in the 
process of establishing the truth and explaining it, encouraging 
adherence and holding firmly to it and showing the contrary, 
that which is wrong, warning against it and refuting it. 


Dialogue: The Methodology Of The Prophet’s 
Call 


Dialogue was a well established signpost, clearly seen at 
every stage of the life of the Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) and at the different points of the call. You would 
agree that the most beloved speech to the people and endearing 
to their hearts, the most easily accepted by them is that which 
comes in the form of a conversation in which the listener, the 
addressee, contributes in speech with his tongue and reasoning 
while employing his intellect. 


From the astonishing things about this Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him), the strength of his understanding 
and the degree of his tolerance - despite the fact that he was 
speaking from revelation and saying the truth - is that from 
the clear signs of his statements was dialogue: conversation. 


This is clear proof that the approach of dialogue and 
conversation, interaction, question and answer, verbal and 
emotional interplay formed a major aspect of the speech 
synthesis, and was a basic element of the speeches given by the 
Prophet, the guide, Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon 
him) while inviting to Allah’s path. 
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The Flow Of Dialogue 


Therefore, this continuous flow of dialogue and conversation 
between the Great Lord and the generality of His creatures 
among humankind and the jinn - the obedient and disobedient 
amongst them, the believing and rejecting amongst them - 
since their early life till when the people will be divided into 
two groups; a group in the Garden and the other in the Fire, 
would come to the ears of the chosen one (peace and blessings 
be upon him) day and night while he led the people in the 
prayers, during his expositions of the truth with him and in 
his lengthy recitations of the Qur'an in his late-night prayers. 


How then will dialogue not be his character and major 
attribute? In fact, dialogue became an innate disposition that 
flowed in his veins along with his blood. It flowed regularly 
in his heart and mind. Thus, the saying that the character of 
the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) was dialogue 
is true. It is in consonance with reality and the abundant 
established narrations concerning his adoption of dialogue 
as one of the mainstays of Da’wah (i.e. inviting to Allah's 
path) and an essential means of guiding people, educating 
friends, relatives and beloved ones, convincing the enemy and 
establishing evidences against them and the conveyance made 
obligatory upon him by Allah. 


O Allah! Shower peace and abundant blessings upon 
Muhammad, the un-lettered prophet, and upon his household 
and companions. 
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The Impact Of Sticking To The Qur’an On The 
Prophet Of Dialogue 


The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) would 
not shy away from dialogue or refuse to debate, no matter the 
subject - whether light or serious. This will be explained in 
the second chapter - Allah willing. Why will he not engage in 
dialogue when he had before him in the noble Book, a dialogue 
regarding the most fundamental thing and the greatest truth, 
and he had in the Prophets (peace and blessings be upon them 
all) before him good example to follow? 


609)... DENG opt bu dls ái gi ly EI 


“Their Messengers said: “What! Can there be a doubt 
about Allah, the Creator of the heavens and the earth?” 
(Ibrahim: 10) 


Where Was Europe When The Prophet Was 
Dialoguing With The People? 


In the beginning of the first century after the blessed 
Hijrah, which coincides with the sixth century Christian era, 
the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) spent most of 
his time dialoguing at every level. He was dialoguing, debating, 
arguing and discussing, presenting evidences and proofs to 
show the truth of his call; the oneness of his Lord, the reality of 
the Last Day before the one close-by and the far, the freeborn 
and the slave, the foe and the friend. 


At the time, the Church was putting up gallows for its 


27 


The Secrets of Dialogue and Persuasion 


enemies, plucking eyes, crucifying its opponents, burning 
people alive and convicting every person with a differing view 
or opinion for heresy! 


“Say”: 

Indeed Allah's order to His Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) in the Qur'an, ‘Say’ is essentially an invitation 
to dialogue and conversation with people. It occurs in many 
places in the Qur’an such that if it were compiled, we will only 
have to say that the Quran is a book of dialogue, and we will 
have to describe the one who was sent with it as the Prophet 
of dialogue. 


I have studied this unique divine order to the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him), ‘Say; in the first third part 
of the noble Quran alone; from Soorat al-Faatihah, (the first 
chapter of the Qur’an), to the end of Soorat at-Tawbah (the 
ninth chapter). I counted the verses within this range in which 
the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) was ordered 
to speak and give an address to be in three forms: Qul (Say), 
wa-qul (and say), and fa-qul (so, say), and found that they total 
110 verses. 


I discovered that the divine order, ‘Say, whether it occurs 
singly or when the letters, wa (as in wa-qul) or fa (as in fa-qul) 
are attached to it, occurs in six forms: 


1. Supplication and hope: Only a verse occurs in that 
respect, and that is His statement: 
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“Say (O Muhammad): ‘O Allah! Possessor of the kingdom, 
You give the kingdom to whom You will, and You take 
the kingdom from whom You will, and You endue with 
honor whom You will, and You humiliate whom You will. 
In Your Hand is the good. Verily, You are Able to do all 
things.” (Aal-Imraan: 26) 


2. Challenge and show of man’s weakness: Five verses 
point to that; for example, His saying: 
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“Say to (them): ‘If the home of the Hereafter with Allah is 
indeed for you specially and not for others, of mankind, 
then long for death if you are truthful.” (Al-Baqarah: 94). 


3. Promise and threat: There are five verses regarding this; 
for example: Allah’s saying: 


40 (VEY) sii pii 


Tf they (Jews) belie you (Muhammad) say you: Your 
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Lord is the Owner of Vast Mercy, and never will His 
Wrath be turned back from the people who are sinful?” 
(Al-Anaam: 147). 


4. Response to question and legislation: Sixteen verses 
contain this. For example, His saying: 
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“They ask you (O Muhammad) concerning alcoholic 
drink and gambling. Say: ‘In them is a great sin, and 
(some) benefit for men, but the sin of them is greater than 
their benefit? And they ask you what they ought to spend. 
Say: “That which is beyond your needs. Thus Allah makes 
clear to you His Laws in order that you may give thought.” 
(Al-Baqarah: 219) 


5. Explanation and clarification: This has come in twenty- 
seven verses; for example: 
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“Say to those who have disbelieved, if they cease (from 
disbelief) their past will be forgiven. But if they return 
(thereto), then the examples of those (punished) before 
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them have already preceded (as a warning).” (Al-Anfaal: 
38) 


6. Instruction to dialogue and converse: This occurred in 
forty-six verses. For example, His saying: 


j 


os Á É Jp TSG 3) 2245 3 abl i Gy > 


+ lll) Ibs Wf cage a HE oll CAST Spl 3s T E 
flee JG ele, Ted Spits Gd bls Blot 
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“They (the disbelievers) did not estimate Allah with an 
estimation due to Him when they said: Nothing did Allah 
send down to any human being (by inspiration)? Say (O 
Muhammad): ‘Who then sent down the Book which 
Musa (Moses) brought, a light and a guidance to mankind 
which you (the Jews) have made into (separate) paper- 
sheets, disclosing (some of it) and concealing (much). And 
you (believers in Allah and His Messenger Muhammad), 
were taught (through the Quran) that which neither you 
nor your fathers knew. Say: Allah (sent it down)? Then 
leave them to play in their vain discussions.” (Al-Anaam: 
91) 


The Greatest Influence On The Personality Of 
The Prophet (Peace And Blessings Be Upon Him) 


Consequently, it becomes clear to us that the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) - and he was the most 
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influenced by the Qur’an - took up the invitation of his Lord, 
Blessed is He and most High - to engage in dialogues, enter 
into discussions and arguments in a nice manner. He did that, 
carrying out Allah's order, sticking to the manners of the noble 
Book and its guidance and wisdom. 
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SECONDLY | PEARLS OF DIALOGUE 
FROM THE LIFE OF THE CHOSEN ONE 
(PEACE & BLESSINGS UPON HIM) 


Why dialogue? 


The two strongest traits and most established attributes 
of every person are the creeds and principles. Life will not be 
good, nor will the world be suitable without them both. They 
are the tie for every noble benefit and the foundation for every 
sound character. Of what virtue is the person who disbelieves 
in Allah, the One, and denies his Creator, the Originator 
and Sustainer? Of what virtue is the one who neither reveres 
religion nor endorses and adopts any good manner? How will 
they both live, and how can they be brought back to life? 


So, the right creeds and noble principles are the ties for 
happy and successful living. They are the essentials for every 
form of uprightness, the guide unto every virtue and the 
pinnacle of every good. 


As for the right creeds, they form the foundation of every 
call and the greatest goal for every Prophet and sincere adviser: 
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“O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other God 
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but Him. None has the right to be worshipped but Allah. 
Certainly, I fear for you the torment of a Great Day!” (Al- 
Araaf: 59). 


These words were expressed by all the Prophets and the 
entire Messengers - peace and blessings be upon them all. 
It was the opening address for their calls and the foundation 
statement for their reformation. 


As regards the noble principles, they are the proper outcome 
of right creeds and firmly-rooted faith since the unreliable 
lacks perfect faith, and the one coming short of good manners 
is deficient in his religion. Religion and good character are a 
connected pair, they neither separate nor dissociate and so, 
when a person has religion, he is essentially of good character. 


The evidence for this is the narration of Anas - may Allah 
be pleased with him - who said: “The Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him) gave us a sermon in which 
he said, ‘Whoever lacks trust is deficient in faith and the one 


> »1 


who lacks commitment is deficient in his religion. 


People are like ores, similar to the ores of gold and silver. 
The purity of a person, his honesty, the brightness of his broad 
smiles and the sparks of his virtuous character describe the 
goodness and religion in him. In this respect, our Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) said: “The most perfect of 
the believers in faith is the best of them in character. And the 
best of you are the best to their women”? 


1 Collected by Ibn Hibban in his Saheeh in the Book of Eemaan, Chapter on 
the Obligation of Eemaan; no. 194 
2 Collected by at-Tirmidhee in his Sunan in the chapters on Funeral — Chapter 


on What is Reported About the Women; on the authority of Abu Hurayrah — may Allah 
be pleased with him, and said: ‘A Sound and Authentic hadeeth’ 
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The right creeds and noble characters can only 
be established through dialogue... 


This is because the human character comes from convictions 
that are firmly rooted in the self. It is something that is ever 
present and continuous. So, there is no means of implanting 
convictions, models of virtue and high principles except 
through well-balanced, peaceful and friendly dialogues which 
conform with the nature of the human soul, the human innate 
dispositions, the variation in understanding and perception 
amongst people and the changes in their frame of mind and 
temperament. 


Mankind by his nature cannot live isolated without relating 
with people, and as he relates with them, he agrees with them 
sometimes and disagrees and differs at other times: 


PAR 
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‘And if your Lord had so willed, He could surely have 
made mankind one nation or community (following 
one religion only i.e. Islam), but they will not cease to 
disagree...” (Hood: 118) 


From the loftiest and most impressive foundations of 
dialogue is carefully paying attention. It gives the other 
discussant the perfect opportunity to present his view and 
express his opinion in a peaceful and serene atmosphere even 
if the opinion is strange and abnormal. This is because clear 
expression is a means to intelligibly understanding the areas of 
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fault; and so, the dialogue will address the basis of the problems 
and the foundations of the difference. 


Thus, the dialogue will embody adequate explanations and 
cogent solutions that will bring about conviction and emplace 
the clear and correct view rather than extraneous differences 
and strange viewpoints and thoughts. Such results in right 
unshakable beliefs firmly rooted in the human soul which will 
only translate into sound and mature character. 


Dialogue is the girdle of the intelligent and the habit of 
the wise. It has the greatest influence on humankind during 
interactions and is the loftiest method of enlightenment and 
teaching. Dialogue is like engraving, it engraves on the souls 
and leaves lasting impressions on the character. It makes one 
become a good broad-minded listener which is basically from 
the innate dispositions of man. It will make him have perfect 
view of things since he will contemplate them from all angles 
employing the views of his brothers and colleagues. 


Who is absolutely independent of the opinion of others?! 
The greatest men, the sound of them in his intellect and view 
do listen to their loved ones and respond to the view of both 
the weak and small amongst them before their strong and old 
when they find benefit or good in them. 


Dialogue in the Biography of Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon him) 


In the noble Qur’an, Allah addressed His Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him) ordering and guiding him towards 
the importance of dialogue as one of the strongest means 
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of exhortation and establishment of the call. He the Exalted 
accompanied this guidance with an important counsel 
considered as a basic foundation for any dialogue: 

A 55 andl keds SL as B85 Je ch eS) 


that oé Jb oy Hel h ag heat a git 
dove gii et 


“Invite (mankind, O Muhammad) to the Way of your Lord 
(i.e. Islam) with wisdom (i.e. with the Divine Inspiration 
and the Quran) and fair preaching, and argue with them 
in a way that is better” (An-Nahl: 125) 


Therefore, he (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) 
is the best of those who responded to this call and perfected 
this counsel. So, no dialogue is right, and no conversation is 
acceptable if it is not clothed with the silk of manners and 
wrapped up in the brocade of wisdom. 


Nineteen forms of the Prophetic dialogue 


The dialogues of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) came in different forms covering every aspect of his 
endeavors. Different kinds of people interacted with him. If 
you research his life, you find that he dialogued with friends 
and foes, he discussed with the idolaters and the people of the 
Book from amongst the Jews and Christians. He heard from 
them and replied their questions. 


He dialogued with his enemies and entered into treaties 
with some of them. He even talked to the assassins who 
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strove hard to take his life and spill his pure blood. As for 
his conversations with his household and his companions - 
the old, the middle-aged, the youth and the children among 
them, do not be amused. The Prophet of dialogue (peace and 
blessings be upon him) did something astonishing here, the 
like of which is unknown in the biography of any prophet or 
genius. 


I have divided the examples of dialogue in the life of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) into nineteen 
sections as will be explained after a few pages. 


Owing to the importance of these examples, I took great 
interest in them and specifically devoted attention to them 
since they form the main issue of the research and its essence. 


I have also divided each section into three topics: 


1. The First Topic: Preamble and ‘Level Playing 
Ground for the Dialogue’ 


By this, I mean the presence of three things or some of 
them: 


e Each of the two discussing parties must be of high 
prestige; his personality should be respected and revered 
by the other party such that he honors him and shows 
him due regard or (at least) some regard. 

e Each of the parties should have a viewpoint it holds to be 
correct and in which it believes, along with the evidences 
and proofs to defend such. 


e ‘The parties in the discussion should each have objectives 
and goals it seeks to accomplish during the dialogue with 
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the other party. 
2. The Second Topic: Examples of the Dialogue 


I would start it with an example and give its analysis and 
explanation. I would then follow with other examples that will 
emphasize (the point). They are a set of series of illustrations 
which will demonstrate the occurrence of the dialogue and 
conversation in different places and periods, and regarding a 
number of issues. They seek to point out that the conversations 
were not just words that were uttered accidentally and only 
in specific conditions since the character of dialogue and 
examples for conversation between two parties cannot be 
taken only from particular conditions. 


I have ended each section with a pearl of discussion 
depending on the category of the people with whom he had 
the dialogue and named it, ‘A Lustrous Pearl. It contains the 
clearest illustrations and the truest piece which point to the 
Prophet's adoption of dialogue. 


3. The Third Topic: Summary 


By this I mean the summary of what the reader will derive 
from the set of examples of the dialogue of the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him) with each of the eight groups of 
people: What were the foundations and approaches he - peace 
and blessings be upon him - employed with each group to get 
the best result? 


The knowledge of these will form a good example to follow 
for anyone who wants to engage in the activity of dialogue. 
It will enable him assimilate views and goals that should be 
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sought during dialogues. Similarly, it will demonstrate the 
extent to which the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
accomplished his objectives and goals during the dialogues 
and conversations and his active interactions with others. 


Based on their subject, I have divided the examples of 
dialogue into eight sections: 


The First Section: His Dialogue with the Idolaters 

The Second Section: His Dialogue with the People of the 
Book; the Jews and Christians 

The Third Section: His Dialogue with the Civilized World 
and Other Peoples 

The Fourth Section: His Dialogue with Assassins and 
Mass Murderers 

The Fifth Section: His Dialogue with the Companions 
The Sixth Section: His Dialogue with the Youths and 
Adolescents 

The Seventh Section: His Dialogue with his Wives and 
Members of His Household 

The Eighth Section: His Dialogue with the Noble Angels 
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The First Section 
His Dialogue with the Idolaters 


The First Topic: Preamble and the Level playing 
ground for the Dialogue 


Preamble 


The Prophet, Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon 
him) was not a stranger to the people of Makkah. They were 
his relatives and kindred among whom he grew up, and he too 
was well aware of their lifestyle. They knew him quite well as 
a little orphan boy; they watched him grow as a young man 
and kept an eye on him in his sedate middle-age. When they 
recognized his trustworthiness, they gave him a good and lofty 
name. 


“Here comes the trustworthy one” 


In his narration on the construction of the Ka’bah, Ali bin 
Abee Taalib (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “When they 
saw the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) come in 


2994, 


through the door, they said, ‘here comes the trustworthy one. 


“The trustworthy has not come falsely” 
The people of Makkah are the Prophet (peace and blessings 
1 Collected by at-Tabaraanee in al-Mu’jam al-Awsat — Chapter of Letter, 


Alif; no. 2496. 
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be upon him)’s people and his near relatives. Yet, they treated 
him unfairly and cruelly to such an extent that the generality of 
the people would not tolerate. The companions of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) would come to him while 
he was resting his head on his garment under the shade of the 
Ka’bah with the scars of hurt and distress all over them. 


They were caused harm and would say (to him), “Will you 
not seek that we are helped; will you not supplicate to Allah 
for us?!” And he would say to them, “A hole would be dug for 
a man from among those before you. A saw would be brought 
and placed on his head, and he would be sawed into two parts. 
That did not make him turn away from his religion. By Allah! 
Allah will certainly complete this affair to such an extent that a 
rider will travel from Sanga to Hadramaut, not fearing anyone 
but Allah except the wolf over his herd. But you are in a hurry.” 


“Thirteen years of dialogue” 


Indeed, you will be asking yourself that the Prophet, 
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) stayed 
in Makkah for thirteen years without fighting or combating; he 
did not raise a spear nor did he unsheathe a sword; what was 
he doing all the while? 


He was actually dialoguing with the people of Makkah and 
its environs for complete thirteen years! On every day and 
night during the time; he would not become tired neither did 
he hesitate. He never stopped hearing and listening to them 
and giving response to them while enduring their mockery, 


2 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in the Book of Virtues, the Chapter on The 
Signs of Prophethood in Islam, no. 3442 from Khabbab bin al-Aratt (may Allah be 
pleased with him). 
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ridicule and the harm they inflicted on him with their hands 
and influence of leadership. 


“The call started-off with a clear dialogue” 


Ever since the new Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) announced his call on mount Safa, he started-off 
prolonged dialogues and open discussions. He - even before 
inviting them to accept his religion and adopt his way -, 
engaged them in dialogue, making it an introduction for his 
call and a means of affirming the truth with him. He made 
their response part of the addresses of his invitation and its 
refutation an evidence for the truth with him. 


“An army advancing from the foot of the mountain” 


On the authority of Abdullah bin Abbass - may Allah be 
pleased with them both - who said: “When the verse: 


E (YNE) Sy SARE 54515 > 
And warn your tribe (O Muhammad) of near kindred’ 


came down, Allah’s Messenger (peace and blessings be 
upon him) went out until he ascended Safa and cried out, ‘O 
companions!’ “Who is that?, they replied, as they gathered 
around him. He continued, ‘if I told you that an army is 
advancing from the foot of this mountain (to attack you), will 
you believe me?’ They said (in bewilderment), “We have never 
found you to have lied? He then said to them, ‘Indeed, I am 
only a warner to you in face of a severe torment? 


Thereupon, Abu Lahab said, ‘May you be perished! Is it for 
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this that you have assembled us here?!’ He then stood up and 


the verse: 
6 (655 od ul Ig ES > 
Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab, and perish he!’ 


Í 


came down, and he was perished! That was how al-Aamash 
(one of those in the chain of transmission) recited it on that 
day.’ 


“...will be attacking you early in the morning or evening” 


Abdullah bin Abbass - may Allah be pleased with them 
both - said, “Ihe Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) went to Bathaa. He ascended the mountain and called 
out, ‘O companions!’ Thus, the Quraysh gathered around 
him. Thereupon, he said, ‘If I tell you that the enemy will be 
attacking you early in the morning or in the evening, will 
you believe me?’ Then Abu Lahab said, ‘Is it for this reason 
you have invited us? Woe to you!’ So, Allah the Mighty and 
Sublime revealed: 


Í 


OPER esp 


Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab, and perish he!™ 


3 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh in the Book of Qur’anic 


Exegesis, the Chapter of ‘Perish the two hands of Abu Lahab and perish he’; no. 4702. 
4 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh in the Book of Qur’anic 


Exegesis — the Chapter on Allah’s saying: ‘...and perish he. His wealth and his children 
will not benefit him!’; no. 4703. 
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“The great influence of dialogue” 


The idolaters gave in to dialogue unknowingly. They were 
inadvertently swept along its direction. They plunged into 
it, fascinated by its charm, beauty and splendor even though 
they had discredited the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him), and prevented him from spreading the truth with him, 
punished him, his companions and even killed some. 


They caused him harm in his self, children and wealth and 
refused to listen to and dialogue with him; but whether they 
realized it or not, they could not resist the movement of the 
call. They failed in their opposition to the splendor of the light 
beamed by the truth that its bearer (peace and blessings be 
upon him) was holding. 


Apparently, they were mocking his call and ridiculing the 
Qur'an that he recited; making fun of his creed, but in reality 
they engaged in dialogue indirectly and harbored rivalry in 
their mockery. So, they refuted his statements and caused 
doubt in the soundness of his creed. They replied his questions 
according to their knowledge in a lengthy dialogue that 
continued throughout the lifespan of the Prophet himself. 


However, their dialogue with him was not face-to-face nor 
were the conversations in each other’s presence. It was rather 
a dialogue between two diametrically opposite thoughts, two 
completely different creeds and two viewpoints about the 
universe and existence characterized by opposite extremes. 
The viewpoints of Islam, the creed of Allah’s Oneness, is 
entirely connected to the heavens; it establishes a deep-rooted 
thought on the earth which gives response to every question 
based on its two themes, and presents intellectual evidences 
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and proofs from reality to establish the truth of its creed and 
the soundness of its thoughts. 

On the other hand, the ingenuous thought of the days of 
ignorance leans towards following the inherited thoughts and 
practices of the old without contemplating or considering 
its meaning and basis. Their evidence for that was that their 
forefathers had believed them and remained upon them: 


Ta ah Ue UL al ae Gali a 

JEN goers ns iCal 853 (YY) 

: aia aee Ol; al Ue e Ue 335 Ub 
aa 


“Nay! They say: ‘We found our fathers following a 
certain way and religion, and we guide ourselves by their 
footsteps’ And similarly, We sent not a warner before you 
(O Muhammad) to any town (people) but the luxurious 
ones among them said: We found our fathers following a 
certain way and religion, and we will indeed follow their 
footsteps.” (Az-Zukhruf: 22-23) 


They would also reproach whatever they considered newly- 
invented: 


6(V) SLT es Syste df aii ge ad 


“We have not heard (the like) of this among the people of 
these later days. This is nothing but an invention!” (Saad: 7) 


49 


The Secrets of Dialogue and Persuasion 


Whereas in the real sense, it is a well established foundation, 
a firmly-rooted creed and an ancient position on the earth: as 
old as man himself, 


G (VA)... AS je cuebicll 22 Ws 5b api] ai wi is» 


“..it is the religion of your father Ibrahim (Abraham). It 
is He (Allah) Who has named you Muslims both before...” 
(Hajj: 78) 


It is the right creed of the Oneness of Allah, a creed whose 
spark only grew dim, its light faded, its name got concealed 
and its portrayal blotted out in the rough sea of idols; and these 
miserable idol worshippers had not anyone to protect them 
but Allah! 


“This is a curious thing” 


Abdullah bin Abbass - may Allah be pleased with them - 
said, “Abu Taalib fell ill and (some among) the Quraysh visited 
him. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) also came 
to visit him. There was a place near his head in which a person 
could sit. Abu Jahl stood up and sat there. Thereupon, they 
complained about the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) to Abu Taalib; they said, “Your nephew criticizes our 
gods!’ 


So, he asked, “Why are the people complaining about you, 
O nephew?’ The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
answered, ‘O Uncle, I want them to accept an expression with 
which the Arabs will give worship and for which the non-Arabs 
will pay protection-tax to them’ He asked, ‘And what is it?’ The 
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Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) replied, ‘Laailaha 
illallah (meaning: There is no deity worthy of worship except 
Allah)? Thereupon, they stood up (perplexed) and said, “Has 
he made the gods into a single god?!” 


He (i.e. Ibn Abbass) said, “And the verses came down: 
&(\) Sal ed glee > 


“Saad (these letters are from the miracles of the Quran, 
Allah (Alone) knows their meanings). By the Quran full 
of reminding” 


until His saying: 


2 oo g 


& (0) Ltd 28S 0S S Wg GH] aedi Jase 


“Has he made the gods (all) into One (God - Allah). 
Verily, this is a curious thing!” (Saad: 1-5). 


“They aided the religion while intending to rout it” 


The leaders of the people of Makkah were convinced that 
the Prophet, Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him), 
came with the truth. They knew quite well that he was the most 
truthful person; but arrogance, love for fame and evil thoughts 
prevented them from giving in to the truth and following it. 
So they preferred to confront the new Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) and his call! 


Although they would openly mock his viewpoint and make 
fun of him and his call, indications show that the idolaters of 
Makkah should be considered among those who mostly had 
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dialogue with the chosen one (peace and blessings be upon 
him). And indeed, they proceeded unwittingly, and without 
really knowing it, they endorsed the civilized approach, the 
model dialogues with which Islam adorns itself, the Qur’anic 
revelation and the Prophet, Muhammad (peace and blessings 
be upon him). 


The Level Playing Ground for the Dialogue: 


The Quraysh had high regards for the Prophet Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon him) for they knew him as 
a honest and virtuous trader. He disliked all of what his 
colleagues would do of evil; listening to music, worshipping 
idols and severing the ties of kinship. They but named him Al- 
Ameen (the trustworthy one). 


I will relate two incidences to illustrate their great respect 
and profound admiration for the Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him): 


Firstly: Their seeking his arbitration in a very crucial, lofty 
and prestigious issue: the reconstruction of the Kabah; over 
which they had widely differed such that it almost degenerated 
into a war (between the parties). Historians reported that 
Abdullah bin Saaib suggested that, “The first man to come in 
through the door should be made the arbiter. Thereupon, the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) came 
in? So they said, “It is Al-Ameen” which was the name they 
called him in the pre-Islamic times. 


‘O Muhammad, we are already pleased with you, they all 
said. He requested for a garment, spread it on the floor and 
placed the stone (i.e. the Black Stone) on it. Then (pointing to 
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the various edges of the garment), he said, ‘this is for so-and- 
so folk, and this, for so-and-so folk (naming the folks) so that 
each of your folk should hold an edge of the garment. They did 
as he said and then raised it up. The Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) carried it and emplaced it with his 
hand?’ 


Secondly: Their entrusting their wealth and other valuables 
with him. From the evidences for that was that the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) left behind Ali bin Abee 
Taalib in Makkah so that he could return the people’s trust to 
them. 


‘Urwah bin Zubayr reported from Aaisha - may Allah be 
pleased with her - regarding the Hijrah that, “And he ordered 
- that is, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) - Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) to stick around 
in Makkah so that he could return the trusts of the people to 
them on behalf of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him)?’ 


As the Quraysh held the Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) in high regards and honored him before he was 
chosen as a messenger, he also strongly aspired to guide them. 
He really craved to deliver them, and he sought benefits for 
them. This great desire is proven in Allah’s mentioning of the 
cravings of His Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
in three places in the noble Qur’an, cautioning him to keep 


5 Collected by Al-Haakim in al-Mustadrak in the Book of Fasting; no. 1634, 
and said: ‘This hadeeth is authentic on the conditions stipulated by Muslim but he did 
not collect it. It also has a supporting proof on his condition.’ 

6 Collected by Al-Bayhaqee in As-Sunan al-Kubraa, the Book of Trust, the 
Chapter on What is Reported on Encouragement Towards Discharging Trusts; no. 
11893. 
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safe and be gentle with himself for his extremely strong desire 
could hurt him (peace and blessings be upon him) and even 
lead to his death: 


He the Exalted said: 
of hal aot ó% CaS ale AKE iga s asua $ 
OL aopa agile DLE Cal 3G U G2 eaa 
g (A) 5554 phlei ele - KO 
“Is he, then, to whom the evil of his deeds made fair- 
seeming, so that he considers it as good (equal to one who 
is rightly guided)? Verily, Allah sends astray whom He 
wills, and guides whom He wills. So destroy not yourself 


(O Muhammad) in sorrow for them. Truly, Allah is the 
All-Knower of what they do!” (Al-Fatir: 8) 


He the Exalted also said: 


wo wy 
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“Perhaps, you, would kill yourself (O Muhammad) in 
grief, over their footsteps (for their turning away from 
you), because they believe not in this narration (the 
Quran)?” (Al-Kahf: 6) 


Allah the Exalted also said: 


4 0) Ge g T cs 
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“Tt may be that you (O Muhammad) are going to kill 
yourself with grief, that they do not become believers (in 
your message).” (Ash-Shuaraa: 3) 


Therefore, we can affirm confidently, that the level playing 
ground between the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) and the idolaters was good and fertile, its fruits were 
blossom and suitable for harvest. And so, there were dialogues 
between the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) on 
the one hand, and the rank and file of the people of Makkah 
and the various deputations that attended the pilgrimage at 
the time on the other hand over the period of thirteen years 
that the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) spent in 
Makkah. 


However, the Quraysh got involved in the dialogue; they 
plunged into it in a harsh and unkind manner, without any bit 
of politeness. They were ill-mannered in speech and action, 
typical of the one with weak evidences and rash thoughts! 


The Second Topic: Examples of the Prophet's 
Dialogue with the Idolaters 


“When ‘Utbah heard it, he became attentive...” 


Muhammad bin Ka’b (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 
“I was told that Utbah bin Rabee’ah - a noble leader amongst 
his people - was once in a meeting with the Quraysh while the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) was sitting alone 
in the Mosque. He said to them, ‘ʻO people of Quraysh! Should 
I go and talk to this (i.e. the Prophet) and make some offers to 
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him, perhaps he might accept them and leave us alone?’ They 
answered, “Yes, O Abu Al-Waleed!’ 


‘Utbah went to the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him) and sat before him.” He (i.e. the narrator) 
mentioned the narration regarding what ‘Utbah said to him 
and the wealth, authority and other things he offered him. 
When ‘Utbah ended his speech, the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) asked him, “Have you finished, O 
Abu al-Waleed?” He replied, “Yes, I have.” 


The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) then said, 
“Now, listen to me.” He said, “I will”. Thereupon, the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said, “In the Name 
of Allah, the most Beneficent, and the Most Merciful. HaMim 
(These letters are one of the miracles of the Quran, and 
none but Allah (Alone) knows their meanings). A revelation 
from Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. A Book 
whereof the Verses are explained in detail; a Qur’an in Arabic 
for people who know; giving glad tidings [of Paradise to the 
one who believes in the Oneness of Allah and fears Allah 
much (abstains from all kinds of sins and evil deeds) and loves 
Allah much (performing all kinds of good deeds which He has 
ordained)], and warning (of punishment in the Hell Fire to 
the one who disbelieves in the Oneness of Allah), but most of 
them turn away, so they listen not. And they say: ‘Our hearts 
are under coverings (screened) from that to which you invite 
us, and in our ears is deafness, and between us and you is a 
screen, so work you (on your way); verily, we are working (on 
our way). Say (O Muhammad): ‘I am only a human being like 
you. It is inspired in me that your God is One God (Allah), 
therefore take Straight Path to Him and obedience to Him, 
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and seek forgiveness of Him. And woe to Al-Mushrikun (the 
disbelievers in the Oneness of Allah, polytheists, idolaters); 
those who give not the Zakat and they are disbelievers in the 
Hereafter.’ (Fusilat: 1-7) 


“The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
went along reciting the chapter to him. When ‘Utbah heard it, 
he was attentive, he placed his hand behind him leaning on it, 
completely engrossed in the recitation until the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) reached the verse of 
prostration, and prostrated. Then he said, ‘Abu al-Waleed, did 
you hear that?’ He replied that he heard. So the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him) said to him, “Then, the choice is 
yours. 


‘Utbah stood up and went back to his colleagues and 
some of them said, “We can swear by Allah, Abu al-Waleed is 
returning to you with a countenance different from what he 
left with’ When he sat down with them they asked him, “What 
happened, Abu al-Waleed?’ He said, “What happened was that, 
by Allah, I heard something, the like of which I have never 
heard. By Allah, it is neither poetry nor magic nor soothsaying. 
O people of Quraysh! Believe me and accept my words; leave 
this man to what he is upon, for by Allah, these words of his I 


2297 


have heard will be big news. 
Contemplations from the last instance 


This instance has some hints on the issue of dialogue and 


7 Collected by al-Bayhaqee in Dalaail al-I’tiqaad — Chapter on the 
Establishment of the Prophethood of Muhammad, the Chosen one; no. 250. Its like 
is in Dalaail an-Nubuwwat — Chapter on the Idolaters of Quraysh Attesting to the 
Miracle in the Book of Allah the Exalted; no. 505. 
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the manners of speech... 


The noble Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
listened attentively to ‘Utbah. After the lengthy introduction 
which he expected was the main speech, ‘Utbah said, “I offer 
you some things.” He (peace and blessings be upon him) 
replied patiently and kindly. When ‘Utbah finished his speech, 
the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) did not give a 
hasty response; he rather asked to be sure that he had finished. 


After he became certain that ‘Utbah had completed his 
speech, he preferred that his response to the offer with which 
‘Utbah started was the recitation of verses of the noble Quran 
which he knew quite well is the most eloquent, most beautiful 
and enjoyable speech. He went on reciting it with the voice of 
his faith in a splendid manner for which hearts submit and in 
which souls find tranquility. So he only read the Qur’an and 
did not add a single letter. 


Then he said to ‘Utbah, “Did you hear that, Abu al- Waleed?” 
“Yes, I did”, he replied. Thereupon, he (peace and blessings be 
upon him) said, “Then, the choice is yours.” That is, ‘make a 
choice for yourself. You have spoken and I listened to you; and 
I spoke while you listened to me. Now, the choice is yours. The 
truth is now clear to you; things have become glaring to you: 


This advanced pattern of dialogue made ‘Utbah a good 
listener; no wonder that his people said to him when he 
returned to them that, “He bewitched you, O Abu al-Waleed!” 


An established practice in the Life of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) 


When you explore the life of the Prophet (peace and 
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blessings be upon him) you will find that he was an outstanding 
listener; he had the fertile ground for any fruitful dialogue. He 
was a good and admirable listener. He listened to the prominent 
among his companions as he would to their rank and file, he 
would lend his ear to his arch enemies as he would to the most 
beloved of his wives. 


“Do not interrupt the other party before he 
finishes his speech” 


If you read the noble biography you will never find that the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) ever interrupted a 
speaker before such finishes his speech even if such a person 
was a fool, a lurking enemy or a mocking antagonist.’ 


“A strange offer” 


From the strange things proposed by the people of Quraysh 
was their inviting the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) to the most horrible and indecorous thing: that he should 
waver between Shirk (joining partners with Allah) and Tawheed 
(giving worship to Allah alone), between Kufr (disbelief) and 
Eemaan (faith). So they said, “We will worship your God for a 
year and you will also worship our gods for a year”! 


“To you be your religion and to me be my religion” 


Abdullah bin Abbass - may Allah be pleased with them 
both - said: “The people of Quraysh offered to give wealth to 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) so 
that he becomes the richest man in Makkah and to give any 


8 See Asraar al-Qiyaadah wat-Ta’theer by Sulayman bin ‘Awad Qaiman, pg. 
103-105. 
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number of ladies he so desired to him in marriage. They also 
offered to make him their leader. They said, “We will grant you 
all these, O Muhammad; just refrain from abusing our gods 
and stop speaking evil of them. 


If you loathe (this offer), we make another proposal to you 
in which you will find great benefit’ “What is it?’ the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) asked. ‘They said, “You will 
worship our gods, al-Lat and al-“Uzza, for a year, and we will 
worship your God for a year: He said, “Let me get to know what 
will come to me from my Lord’ Thereupon, revelation came 
down from Allah the Mighty and Sublime from the Preserved 
Tablet that: 


6 (8) 6205 6 LEVY (1) 32st isle > 


“Say (O Muhammad to these idolaters): ‘O Al-Kaafiroon 
(disbelievers in Islamic monotheism)! I worship not that 
which you worship.” (Al-Kafiroon: 1-2) 


Allah also revealed: 


4A jide ase ° apia PEAR 


“Say (O Muhammad): “Do you order me to worship other 
than Allah, O you fools?” (Az-Zumar: 64) 


A 


And: 
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“Nay! But worship Allah (Alone and none else), and be 
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among the grateful.” (Az-Zumar: 66)? 


A dialogue with the doctor 


Ibn Abbass - may Allah be pleased with them both - said, 
“Dimaad, from the tribe of Azad Shanooah came to Makkah. 
He was a person who used to cast off magic spells. He heard 
the fools among the people of Makkah saying, ‘Muhammad is 
possessed’ So he said (in contemplation), ‘Perhaps if I meet 


2») 


this man Allah will heal him from my hands: 


Ibn Abbass continued, “So he met him and said to him, ‘O 
Muhammad, I cast off magic spells and Allah heals whomever 
He wills from my hands. Should I go ahead (with you)? 
Thereupon, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) replied, ‘Indeed, all praises belong to Allah. We 
thank Him and seek His aid. Whosoever Allah guides, none 
can mislead and whosoever He misleads, no one can guide. 
And I testify that there is no deity deserving to be worshipped 
except Allah alone, without partners, and that Muhammad is 
His slave and Messenger. To proceed...” 


Ibn Abbass said, “Dimaad retorted, ‘Repeat those words of 
yours to me. So the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) repeated them to him thrice.” He said, “Thereupon, 
he said, ‘I have heard the speeches of the soothsayers, the 
magicians and those of the poets, but I have never heard these 
kinds of words; they reach to the depths of the ocean.” Dimaad 
continued, ‘Let me have your hand so that I pledge allegiance 
9 Collected by At-Tabaraanee in al-Mu’jam as-Sageer, no. 752. 

10 That is, its middle or depth. See An-Nihaayah fee Gareeb al-Hadeeth 


wal-Athar, (5/180). This would mean that Dimaad found the statement absolutely 
fascinating. (TN) 
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to you upon Islam? So, he took the pledge of allegiance from 
him. 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) then asked, ‘Does it include your people?’ He answered, 
‘And including my people.” Ibn Abbass continued, “Later on, 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
dispatched an army which passed by his people and the leader 
of the unit asked his army, ‘Did you seize anything from those 
people?’ One of them said, ‘I took a cleaning bowl from them? 
The leader replied, ‘Return it back for those are the people of 
Dimaad?” + 


“Come down (from your ride), O Abu Wahb” 


Ibn Shihaab - may Allah be pleased with him - reported 
that it was narrated to him that, “Some women would accept 
Islam in their lands during the time of the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him) but would unable to migrate 
(to Madeenah). Their husbands at the time were disbelievers. 
From them was the daughter of al-Waleed bin Mugeerah who 
was married to Safwan bin Umayyah. 


She accepted Islam on the day of the triumph over Makkah 
and her husband, Safwan bin Umayyah rather ran away from 
Islam. So the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) sent his cousin, Wahb bin Umayr, with the Prophet's 
garment to assure Safwan bin Umayyah of his safety. The 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) also 
invited him to Islam and asked him to come over to him, and 
that if he is pleased he should accept it, otherwise, he could 


11 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh in the Book of the Friday Prayer, the 
Chapter on Making the Prayer and Sermon Light; no. 1491. 
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stay away for two months. 


When Safwan came to the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) with his garment, he openly shouted 
his name, (saying), ‘Muhammad! This is Wahb bin Umayr who 
came to me with your garment saying that you invited me to 
come over to you, and that if I accepted, (good), otherwise, 
you allow me to stay away for two months. Thereupon, the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said, 
‘Come down (from your ride), O Abu Wahb’ 


However, he said, “No, by Allah, until you explain to me? 
Then, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) said, ‘In fact, you may even stay away for four months? 


Afterwards, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him) set out on a campaign in the direction of 
Hoozan at Hunayn and sent a message to Safwan to borrow 
him his weapons. Safwan then asked, ‘(Is it) willingly or by 
way of compulsion?’ He (peace and blessings be upon him) 
said, “Willingly’? So he gave the Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) the weapons he had and marched along with the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) while 
still a disbeliever. 


So, he participated in the Battle of Hunayn and Taif while 
he was a disbeliever and his wife was a Muslim; and the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) did not 
separate between him and his wife till Safwan accepted Islam 
and his wife remained with him by that marriage? 1? 


12 Collected by Malik in al-Muwattau in the Book of Marriage, Chapter on the 
Marriage of the Idolater If the Wife Accepts Islam Before Him; no. 1141. Ibn Abdil- 
Barr also collected in at-Tamheed (17/12) from Muhammad bin Muslim bin Shihaab 
az-Zuhree and said, “I do not know it to be connected in an authentic route. It is more 
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“The greatest grasp” 


Masroog - may Allah be pleased with him - said, “We were 
with Abdullah bin Masood (may Allah be pleased with him) 
and he said, “When the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) noted some deviation in the people, he said, ‘O Allah, give 
them seven years like the seven years of Yusuf’. So, they were 
affected with severe drought such that they ate skin, animals 
that fell dead and carcass. One of them would look at the sky 
and perceive it to be cloudy due to hunger. 


Then Abu Sufyan approached him and said, ‘O Muhammad, 
you order obedience to Allah and connection of the ties of 
kinship; but your people are devastated; supplicate to Allah for 
them? Allah the most High said: 
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“Then wait you for the Day when the sky will bring forth 
a visible smoke...” 


up to his saying: 
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<.. You will revert. On the Day when We shall seize you 
with the greatest grasp...” 


So, the grasp was the day of Badr, and the smoke, the grasp, 
the incumbent and the verse of (Soorah) ar-Room have come 
to pass?” 


popular than actually being authentic.” 
13 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh in the Book of the 
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A war, then a dialogue and then Islam 


In the narration on the Triumph over Makkah, the narrator 
cited a highly sophisticated and outstanding dialogue regarding 
Abu Sufyan bin Harb’s acceptance of Islam. In it, Abbass bin 
Abdul-Muttalib (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “When 
I woke up in the morning, I went with him first thing to the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him). When 
he saw him, he said, “Woe be to you, O Abu Sufyan. Is it not 
time for you to testify that there is no deity worthy of worship 
except Allah?’ He replied, ‘May my father and mother be 
ransomed for you; how tolerant, noble and nice to kith and kin 
you are! But by Allah, it almost entered my mind that, were 
there to be a partner with Allah then I have added on a thing’ 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) then repeated, “Woe to you, O Abu Sufyan, is it not time 
for you to testify that I am, indeed, Allah’s Messenger?!’ He 
answered, ‘May my father and mother be ransomed for you; 
how accommodating, noble and nice to kith and kin you are! 
However, by Allah, the mind still finds a few things disquieting 


29 


about it. 


Abbass said, “I said, “Woe to you; accept Islam and testify 
that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah and 
that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah before he beheads 
you!” He said, “So, he testified in truth and accepted Islam.” 


Friday Prayer, Chapter on the Supplication of the Prophet (Peace and blessings be 
upon him): ‘Bring it upon them’; no. 976. 

14 This is from those common expressions amongst the Arabs which have 
negative literal meanings but are rather intended as supplications for the one to whom 
it was employed, or to call his attention to an important matter he is being oblivious 
about or the like. (TN) 
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He continued, “Then I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, Abu Sufyan 
is a man with high sense of pride, give him something’ He 
(peace and blessings be upon him) then said, “Yes, whoever 
enters the house of Abu Sufyan is safe; the one behind whom 


2915 


Abu Sufyan shuts his door is safe. 


“Liberated slaves of Allah, the Mighty and 
Sublime” 


Ali bin Abee Taalib (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 
“Some bondsmen came to the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) on the day of Hudaybiyyah before 
the treaty. However, their masters wrote to him that, ‘O 
Muhammad, by Allah, they have not really come to you out 
of desire for your religion; they only did that to be free from 
serfdom: Then some of the people said, “They have said the 
truth, O Messenger of Allah; return them (the bondsmen) to 
them: 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
then grew annoyed and said, ʻO people of Quraysh, shouldn't 
you refrain from this before Allah raises those who will strike 
your necks in requital?!” So he refused to return them and said, 
“They are liberated slaves of Allah the Mighty and Sublime.” '® 


“Fuels for Hell” 


Ibn Abbass (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “There is 


15 Collected by Ibn Hajar in al-Mataalib al-‘Aaaliyah in the Book of March 
and Military Campaigns, Chapter on The Campaign of Triumph; no. 4428. He then 
said, “This is an authentic hadeeth”. It is also collected by At-Tahaawee in Sharh 
Ma’aanee al-Aathaar (3/320), and he said, “An authentic hadeeth”. 

16 Collected by Aboo Daawood in his Sunan, the Book of Jihad, Chapter on 
the Slaves of the Idolaters Who Come to the Muslims and Become Muslims; no. 2365. 
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a verse in Allah's Book about which the people do not ask me. 
I know not whether they know it and so, do not ask me or that 
they do not know it and thus do not ask about it.” It was said, 
“Which verse is it?” He said, “When the verse, 
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“Certainly! You (disbelievers) and that which you are 
worshipping now besides Allah, are (but) fuel for Hell! 
(Surely), you will enter it” 


was revealed, it was difficult for the people of Makkah to 
bear. So they said, ‘Muhammad has insulted our gods! 


Ibn Zabaree stood up and said, “What is the matter?’ They 
said, ‘Muhammad insulted our gods!’ He asked, “What did he 
say?’ They replied that, ‘he said, ‘Certainly! You (disbelievers) 
and that which you are worshipping now besides Allah, 
are (but) fuel for Hell! (Surely), you will enter it. He then 
said, ‘Invite him to come to me? So they called Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon him) and Ibn Zabaree said, ‘O 
Muhammad, is this regarding our gods alone or it includes 
all that is worshipped besides Allah?’ He (peace and blessings 
be upon him) answered, ‘It is regarding all that is worshipped 
besides Allah the Mighty and Sublime’ 


Ibn Abbass said, “Thereupon, Ibn Zab’aree replied, ‘we 
have defeated him, by the Lord of this House! Muhammad, 
were you not saying that ‘Esaa was a pious servant, ‘Uzayr was 
also a pious servant and that the angels are pious servants?’ 
He (peace and blessings be upon him) said, “Yes, indeed’ He 
then said, ‘But the Christians worship ‘Eesa, the Jews worship 
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‘Uzayr and the Mulayh tribe worship the angels?!’ Thereupon, 
the people of Makkah clamored, and the verse came down: 
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“Verily those for whom the good has preceded from Us, 
they will be removed far therefrom (Hell)” (Al-Anbiyaa: 
101); 


and: 
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‘And when the son of Maryam is quoted as an example (i.e. 
Eesa is worshipped like their idols), behold! Your people 
cry aloud (laugh out at the example).” (Az-Zukhruf: 57) 


that was the clamor.”’ 
“And they will lit the ears of cattles” 


Malik bin Nadlah al-Jushamee (may Allah be pleased 
with him) said, “The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) saw me in tattered clothing and said, 
‘Do you have wealth?’ I replied, “Yes: “What is its source?’ I 
said, ‘Allah the Mighty and Sublime has blessed me with goats 
and camels. He (peace and blessings be upon him) then said, 
‘(Then) Allah’s blessings and favors should be seen on you’ 
Thereafter, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
asked, ‘Do your camels reproduce young ones with full ears?’ 
17 Collected by at-Tahaawee in Mushkil al-Aathaar; no. 819, (2/471). It was 


also collected by Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalaanee in Muwaafaqat al-Khubur al-Khabar 
(2/173), and he said, ‘A Sound Hadeeth’. 
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He asked in response, ‘Does it reproduce in any other way?’ 
and added, ‘And I had not accepted Islam at the time’. 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
said, ‘Perhaps you will take your razor and cut the ear of one 
of them saying, this is Baheer’* and slit the ear of another and 
say, this is Surum*’?’ I said, “Yes. He then said, ‘Do not do that, 
for all of what Allah has bestowed on you is lawful, and Allah 
is stronger and His razor is sharper.” He said, ‘ʻO Muhammad, 
what do you consider appropriate if I drop by a man and he 
neither received nor entertained me, and he thereafter calls by 
me; should I entertain him or pay him back?’ He (peace and 
blessings be upon him) said, “No, you should rather entertain 


him 22291 


The Treaty of Dialogues 


Miswar bin Makhramah and Marwan bin al-Hakam 
reported that: “The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him) set out during (the treaty of) Hudaybiyyah. 
When they had covered some distance, the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him) said, “Khalid bin al-Waleed is at 
Gameem with some horsemen on reconnaissance; so keep left? 
By Allah, Khalib (who was then a disbeliever) did not take 
cognizance of them until they got to the trail of the army. So 


18 A she-camel that is sanctified during the pre-Islamic times through the 


cutting of its ears. (TN) 

19 A she-camel that is sanctified during pre-Islamic times through slitting of 
its ears. (TN) 

20 An expression used to mean that, If Allah desired its sanctity by slitting (or 
cutting) its ears, He would have created it with slit or cut-ears. (TN) 

21 Collected by al-Bayhaqee in Sunan al-Kubraa in the Book of Sacrifices, the 


Chapter on What the Idolaters Prohibited upon Themselves; no. 18363. Al-Waadi’ee 
in Saheeh al-Musnad, no. 1107, said, “An authentic hadeeth.” 
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he quickly ran to warn the people of Quraysh of the (Muslim 
advance). 


However, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
moved on, and when he had reached the pass which he will 
descend to get to them, his camel knelt down. The people 
repeatedly ordered it, but it refused. So they shrilled, ‘Al- 
Qaswaa won't get up; it has refused to get up!’ 


Thereupon, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
said, ‘Qaswa has not refused for that is not its nature, but it has 
been held back by the One Who held back the Elephant’ Then 
he said, ‘I swear by the One in Whose Hand is my soul, I will 
certainly accept whatever they propose to me which contains 
regard for Allah’s rites and symbols’ 


Thereafter, he chided it and it sprang up. He (peace and 
blessings be upon him) marched on until he got to Hudaybiyyah 
where he halted near a well which had only little water. The 
people went there quickly to get water and so, it did not take 
long until they used it up. So they complained of thirst to the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him). He 
then took an arrow from his quiver and ordered them to deep 
it into it. By Allah, the water continued to surge until they left 
the place.” 


The first dialogue: Budayl bin Waraqaa, the sincere adviser 


“While they were in that condition, Budayl bin Waraqaa 
from the Khazaee tribe came to them along with a band of his 
clansmen. They were well-wishers of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) who gave sincere advice to him among 
the people of Tahaamah. Budayl said, ‘I left Ka’b bin Lu’ay and 
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‘Amir bin Lu’ay camped around the still waters at Hudaybiyyah. 
They have with them she-camels that are near delivery and 
those that have just delivered. They are determined to fight you 
and prevent you from (entering) the sacred House’ 


So the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) said, “We have only come for the ‘Umrah and not to fight 
anyone. The battles have exhausted the people of Quraysh and 
caused them great harm. If they like, I will give them some 
time but they should not stand between me and the people. 
But if they like that they should go into what the people went 
into, they should for they have largely assembled. However, if 
they reject that, I swear by the One in whose Hand is my soul, 
I will fight them over this matter of mine and risk my neck; and 
Allah will certainly preserve His affair: 


Then Budayl said, ‘I will convey what you are saying to 
them.” He said, “Budayl proceeded until he got to the people 
of Quraysh and said to them, “We have come to you from this 
man, and we heard him making a statement; if you desire that 
we present it to you, we will? The foolish among them said, 
‘We do not need you to tell us anything about him! But the 
levelheaded ones said, “You can say what you heard him saying’ 
Thereupon, Budayl said, ‘I heard him saying such-and-such; 
so he relayed what the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) said to them.” 


The second dialogue: “Have you ever heard of anyone 
from the Arabs before you who brought destruction to his 


people?” 


“Then ‘Urwah bin Masood stood up and said, ‘ʻO people, 
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arent you the parents?’ They replied, “Yes, we are? He went 
on, “Will you ever accuse me (of deceit)?’ They said, ‘No. He 
said, “You do remember that I called out the people of ‘Ukaaz 
(to fight) and when they became tired, I came to you with my 
household and children and those with me?’ They said, “Yes, 
you did’ He then said, “This man (referring to the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him)) has given you a sensible 
proposal; accept it and allow me approach him’? So they said, 
‘Go and meet him? 


So he met him and started talking to the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him) who responded with the like of 
what he told Budayl. Thereupon, ‘Urwah said, ‘O Muhammad, 
do you consider it appropriate to completely destroy your 
people? Have you ever heard of anyone from the Arabs before 
you who brought destruction to his people? And if the opposite 
happens (and you were defeated); by Allah, these wicked faces 
I see around you will leave you in the lurch’? Then Abu Bakr 
- may Allah be pleased with him - said furiously, “Suck the 
genitals of al-Laat! Will we run away and abandon him?!’ 


He then asked who was that? The people answered, ‘Abu 
Bakr’. Thereupon, he said, ‘By the One in Whose hand is my 
soul, if not for the tremendous favors I have benefitted from 
you that I have not returned, I would have replied you.” He 
said, “He went on talking to the Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him). In the course of his talks he would (gesticulate 
and) touch the Prophet's beard. But Mugeerah bin Shu’bah who 
was standing directly behind the Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him), holding a sword and wearing the armor would 
indignantly throw off ‘Urwah’s hand with the hilt of his sword 
and say, ‘Keep your hands off the beard of the Messenger of 
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Allah (peace and blessings be upon him)!’ 


Apparently baffled, ‘Urwah asked, ‘who is this?’ They said, 
‘Mugeerah bin Shu’bah’ “You cheat!” he fumed, ‘Isn't it for your 
swindles that I am struggling?!” Mugeerah was in the company 
with some people during the pre-Islamic times; he killed them, 
seized their property, and then came and converted to Islam. 
So the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said, ‘As for 
your Islam, I will accept it; but as regards the property, I do not 
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have anything to do with it’ 


‘Urwah appraises the situation 


“Thereafter, ‘Urwah turned his eyes towards the 
companions of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
watching them. And by Allah, the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) did not expectorate except that the 
phlegm fell on the hand of one of them who would rub it on his 
face and body. If he ordered them (to do a thing), they vied to 
do it, if he performed ablution, they scrambled for the leftover 
water. If he spoke, they listened with rapt attention, and they 
would not look into his eyes out of reverence for him. 


‘Urwah returned to his people and said, ‘O people, I have 
visited kings; I have visited Caesar, Chosroes and Najaashi; but 
by Allah, I have never seen a King so venerated by his people 
as the companions of Muhammad venerate Muhammad. 
By Allah, if he spat any phlegm, it fell on the palm of one of 
them and he would rub it on his face and body. If he ordered 
them, they vied to carry it out, if he performed ablution, they 


22 ‘Urwah, as Mugeerah’s elder was negotiating a settlement with the relatives 
of the victims, and it was to these efforts that he referred. (TN) 
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scrambled for his leftover water. If he spoke, they listened with 
rapt attention and would not look directly in his face out of 
respect and admiration for him. Indeed he has given you a 
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sensible proposal, so accept it. 


The third dialogue: “A man from the Kinana tribe” 


A man from the Kinana tribe then said, ‘Let me meet hin? 
and they replied, ‘Meet him? When he appeared to the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) and his companions, the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said, 
“This man belongs to a tribe that holds the sacrificial animals in 
high regards; make them stand up for him? So the animals were 
made to stand up and the people turned towards him chanting 
the Talbiyyah”. When he saw that, (apparently impressed), he 
remarked, ‘Glorious is Allah! It is not appropriate that these 
people are hindered from the House!’ 


When he returned to his people he said, ‘I discovered that 
they have consecrated and marked (animals for sacrifice), I 
do not consider it right that they should be barred from the 
House. 


The fourth dialogue: “A wicked man” 


Thereafter, a man from amongst the people called Mikriz 
bin Hafs then stood up and said, ‘Let me meet hint. So they said, 
‘Go and meet him’ When he drew close to them, the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) said, “This is Mikriz; he is a 
23 Labbayk Allaahumma labbayk (i.e. Here I am, O Allah, here I am) and so 


on, chanted by the one who enters the state of consecration for the Hajj or ‘Umrah 
while approaching Makkah. (TN) 
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wicked man!’ and he (peace and blessings be upon him) went 
on talking. 


The fifth dialogue: “Your affair has been made easy” 


While he was talking to Mikriz, Suhayl bin ‘Amr got there. 


Mamar - may Allah be pleased with him - reported that: 
Ayyoob told me that ‘Ikrimah said, “When Suhayl bin ‘Amr 
arrived, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said, 
‘Your affair has been made easy.” 


Mamar continued, “In his narration, az-Zuhree said, 
‘Suhayl bin ‘Amr came and said, ‘Let us have an agreement? 
So the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) called over 
the writer and said, ‘In the Name of Allah the Most Beneficent, 
the Most Merciful’. Suhayl interjected and said, ‘As for the most 
Beneficent (Ar-Rahman) I do not know what it is! However, 
write, In Your Name, O Lord as you used to write? Then the 
Muslims retorted, ‘By Allah, we will only write: In the Name 
of Allah the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful! However, the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said, “Write In Your 
Name, O Lord. 


Then he (peace and blessings be upon him) said, “This is 
what Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah has decided upon’ 
But Suhayl objected, ‘By Allah, if we had accepted that you 
are a messenger of Allah we would not have prevented you 
from the House nor fought you. So write Muhammad, the son 
of Abdullah’!” 


Az-Zuhree said, “And that is for his earlier decision that: 
‘I will certainly accept whatever they propose to me which 
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contains regard for Allah’s rites and symbols: 


So the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) then 
continued, ‘that you should not prevent us access to the House 
so that we could circumambulate it’ Thereupon Suhayl said, 
‘Let not the Arabs say that we have accepted a tight condition; 
let that be next year’? And so it was written down. Then Suhayl 
proposed, ‘And that anyone who comes to you from us, even 
if he is upon your religion, you will return him back to us’! 
The Muslims clamored, ‘How could he be returned back to the 
idolaters if he came after accepting Islam?!’ 


The sixth dialogue: Abu Jandal entered the scene in his 
fetters 


They were still drafting the treaty when Abu Jandal bin 
Suhayl bin ‘Amr who had escaped through the lower end of 
Makkah entered the scene in fetters and hurled himself in the 
midst of the Muslims. Suhayl, (his father), said: “This is the first 
person I will request you to return back to me. The Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) protested, ‘But the treaty 
is still only been written?! “By Allah, I will not go into any 
agreement with you, he insisted. So the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) said, ‘Kindly leave him for me? ‘T will 
not leave him for you’ he replied sharply. The Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him) then appealed, ‘Kindly do, but he 
insisted, ‘I will not!’ 


Then Mikriz said, “We have left him for you’ Abu Jandal 


24 This is apparently unexpected of Mikriz bin Hafs, a wicked person. 
However, he could have heard the comment made about him and so, he perhaps, 
did that to belie the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) which also counts as 
wickedness. (TN) 
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screamed, ‘O Muslims, will I be returned to the idolaters while 
I have come to you after accepting Islam?! Don't you see what I 
have suffered?’ And he had been severely tortured for the sake 
of Allah” 


The seventh dialogue: Al-Faaroogq wants battle 


He said, “Umar bin al-Khattab said, ‘So I went to the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) and asked, ‘Are 
you not truly the Prophet of Allah?’ He replied, ‘I am, indeed? 
I asked further, ‘Are we not upon the truth and our enemies 
upon falsehood?’ He said, “Yes, indeed we are’ I said, “Why then 
are we brought low for our religion?’ The Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) replied, ‘I am indeed the Messenger 
of Allah; I will not disobey Him and He is my Helper’ I said, 
‘Were you not telling us that we will come to the House and 
circumambulate it? He answered, “Yes; but did I say we 
will do so this year?’ “Umar said, ‘I said, No? He (peace and 
blessings be upon him) then asserted, “You will still come and 
circumambulate it? 


‘Umar continued, “Then I went to Abu Bakr and said, ‘O 
Abu Bakr, is this not truly the Prophet of Allah?’ He said, 
‘Certainly he is? I said, ‘Are we not upon the truth while our 
enemies are upon falsehood?’ ‘Yes we are; he replied. So I said, 
‘Why then are we been put down for our religion?’ Abu Bakr 
retorted, ‘Man! He is certainly the Messenger of Allah; he will 
not disobey his Lord, and He is his Helper. Hold firmly to his 
stirrup”. For by Allah, he is upon the truth? 


25 An expression used to mean, ‘obey his orders and refrain from his 
prohibitions’. (TN) 
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I asked, “But was he not telling us that we will come and 
circumambulate the House?’ He replied, “Yes indeed; but did 
he tell you it will be this year?’ I answered, “No, and then he 


> 


said, “You will certainly come and circumambulate it: 


Az-Zuhree said, “Umar said, ‘I did perform many good 


2) 


deeds to expiate for that. 


The eighth dialogue: Umm Salamah’s advice 


When they had finished the treaty, the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him) told the companions, “Get 
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up and slaughter, and then shave (your heads). 


Az-Zuhree - may Allah be pleased with him - continued, 
“By Allah, no one stood up among them even when he repeated 
that thrice! Thereupon, he went to Umm Salamah and told her 
what he had seen of the people. Umm Salamah said, ʻO Prophet 
of Allah, you want (them to do) that? Go out and do not talk to 
anyone among them, slaughter your animal and call over the 
barber to shave your head’ 


So he went out and did that, without talking to anyone 
among them: he slaughtered his animal, called his barber and 
shaved his head. When they noticed that, grieve-stricken and 
distressed, they got up and slaughtered (their animals) and 
started shaving one another’s head. 


Shortly after, some Muslim women came to the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) (to seek asylum while the 
pagans demanded their return) and Allah the Exalted sent 
down: 
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“O you who believe! When oe women come to you 


as emigrants, examine them, Allah knows best as to their 
Faith...” 


until his saying, 
(V+) IST am LSC V5. 


*,..disbelieving women’. 


Thereafter, ‘Umar divorced two of the wives he had while 
still an idolater and Muawiyah later married one of them while 
Safwan bin Umayyah married the other.” 


The ninth dialogue: “A warmonger” 


Later on, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
returned to Madeenah and Abu Baseer, one of the people of 
Quraysh who had accepted Islam came over to him. So they 
sent two men to bring him back. The men recalled, “The treaty 
that you have agreed with us?’ Thus, he handed him over to 
them both, and they departed with him. 


When they got to Dhul-Hulayfah, they camped and started 
eating from some dates they had with them. Abu Baseer then 
said to one of them, ‘By Allah, your sword appears very good’ 
The other person unsheathed it and said, “By Allah, it’s really 
good! I have tried it severally’? Then Abu Baseer requested, 
‘Show it to me; let me see. So he gave it to him and he struck 
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him to death! The second one took to his heels until he got to 
Madeenah. 


He ran into the mosque, and when the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him) saw him, he said, ‘this one 
has seen something dreadful!’ He got to the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him) and said, ‘By Allah, my companion 
has been killed; and I would have been killed too!’ 


Subsequently, Abu Baseer arrived and said, ‘O Prophet 
of Allah, you have, by Allah, fulfilled your duty. You had 
surrendered me to them but Allah saved me from them? The 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said, “Woe to his 
mother!” Warmonger, as if he has anyone (to fight along with 
him)? When he heard that, he knew he will soon be handed 
over to them again; so he left until he got to the seashore.” 


He continued, “Likewise, Jandal bin Suhayl broke loose 
from them and met Abu Baseer. So anyone who escaped from 
the people of Quraysh after converting to Islam met Abu 
Baseer. Their number rose until they became a band. By Allah, 
they would not hear of a caravan belonging to the people of 
Quraysh that sets out for Shaam except that they intercepted it. 
They would kill them and seize their property. 


As such, the people of Quraysh sent to the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him) urging him by Allah and the 
(significance of the) ties of kinship that: “Whoever comes to 
him is safe’ So the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
sent to them; and Allah sent down: 


26 A statement used for praise and not its apparent meaning. (TN) 
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‘And He it is Who has withheld their hands from you and 
your hands from them in the midst of Makkah, after He 
had made you victors over them...” 


until it reached: 
Vet BABA, 1 jie all 55] 


“..pride and haughtiness the pride and haughtiness of the 
time of ignorance...” 


There pride and haughtiness was that they did not affirm 
that he was a Prophet of Allah and In the Name of Allah, the 
Most Beneficent the Most Merciful, and they prevented them 


from the House.’ 


A Lustrous Pearl from the Pearls of Dialogue: 


Abu Hurayrah - may Allah be pleased with him - said, 
“The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) dispatched 
a cavalry in the direction of Najd which returned with a man 
from the Haneefah tribe, called Thumaamah bin Uthaal (in the 
version of Muslim, it includes: and he was the leader of the 
people of Yamaamah). 


The man was tied to one of the pillars of the mosque. Then 
27 Collected by Al-Bukhaaree in the Book of Conditions, the Chapter on 


Conditions in Jihad and Peace Treaties With an Opponent and Writing the Conditions; 
no. 2603. 
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the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) came to him 
and said, ‘What do you think, O Thumaamah’ He answered, 
‘Good, O Muhammad. If you kill me you will be spilling a 
person's blood; but if you are kind to me, you would be showing 
kindness to a thankful person; and if you want wealth, ask for 
whatever you desire: 


He left him till the day after the next. Then he (peace and 
blessings be upon him) asked him again, “What do you think, 
O Thumaamah?’ He said, ‘I have got only what I told you’ So he 
said, ‘Free Thumaamah: Thereupon, he went straight to a small 
pool near the mosque, took his bath and then entered into the 
mosque and pronounced: ‘there is no deity worthy of worship 
except Allah, and Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. 


(Then he said) ‘ʻO Muhammad, by Allah, your face was the 
most loathsome thing to me; it is now the dearest thing to me. 
By Allah, your religion was the most disgusting religion to me; 
it has become the dearest religion to me. By Allah, there is not 
a city as hated to me as yours, but it is now the dearest city to 
me. Your cavalry captured me while I was on my way for the 
‘Umrah; what should I do now?’ 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
then gave him glad-tidings and told him to go and perform the 
‘Umrah. When he arrived Makkah, someone said to him, ‘Have 
you left the religion?’ He said, “No”, but I have accepted Islam 
with Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him). And by Allah, no grain of wheat will be brought 
to you from Yamaamah until the Prophet (peace and blessings 


28 As if he said, ‘No, since idol-worship is not proper worship; so if I leave it 
I would not have left the right religion.’ (TN) 
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be upon him) permits it?”?° 


Point of Benefit 


Ruling on the non-Muslims entering into the mosque 


It is mentioned in the verdict given by Shaykh Abdul-‘Azeez 
bin Baaz, may Allah be pleased with him, that: 


As for the Sanctified mosque (in Makkah), entrance into it 
is not permissible for all (categories of) non-Muslims: the Jews, 
Christians, the idol worshippers and the communists. It is not 
permissible for all (categories) non-Muslims to enter into the 
Sanctified mosque, for Allah, Glorious is He the Exalted, says: 
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“O you who believe! Verily, the polytheists are impure. 
So let them not come near Al-Masjid al-Haram (the 
Sanctified Mosque at Makkah) after this year...” (At- 
Tawbah: 28). 


Thus He, Glorious is He, prohibited them from entering 
into the Sanctified mosque; and the word, Mushrikoon 
(polytheists) includes the Jews and the Christians, generally 
speaking. So, it is not permissible for any non-Muslim to enter 
into the Sanctified mosque whether such is a Jew or Christian 


29 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh in the Book of Battles, 
the Chapter of the Delegation of Banee Haneefah; no. 4131. 
30 See Fataawah Noor ‘alaa ad-Darb, Volume 1 — Taking Friends and Enemies 


for Allah’s Sake — The Issue of the Entrance of the Non-Muslims into the Mosques. 
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or others; it is rather exclusive to the Muslims. 


As for the rest of the mosques, there is no blame if they enter 
for a need or pressing benefit such as (the Prophet’s mosque 
in) Madeenah. Even though Madeenah (as a city), has rulings 
particularly applicable to it, it (i.e. the mosque) is similar to 
other mosques regarding this issue because the Messenger 
(peace and blessings be upon him) tied a non-Muslim in the 
Prophet’s mosque and also approved of the Thageef delegation 
when they entered into the mosque before they accepted Islam. 


Likewise, the Christian delegation entered his mosque. All 
these point to the permissibility of the non-Muslim entering 
into the Prophet’s mosque and (that they may enter into) other 
mosques is with a greater reason if it is for a need such as (to 
ask) a question or any other need or to listen to lessons in 
order to draw benefit thereof or to accept Islam and announce 
his (acceptance of) Islam and things like that. 


In a nutshell, its entrance is allowed if it is predicated on 
a pressing benefit. But if there is no benefit connected to that 
then there is no need for his entering into the mosque, or when 
it is feared that his entrance will mess-up the furniture in the 
mosque or bring impurity in it, then he should be prevented. 


The Third Topic: Summary 


There were many dialogues between the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him) and the idolaters in Makkah, 
and the strength of the evidences along with the clarity of the 
standpoint with which the Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) came obliged them to subsequently respond to his 
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call and participate in the campaign for change in the Makkan 
community in a manner they desire. 


The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) gradually 
and patiently proceeded with them without harassment except 
in few cases, in consonance with the nature of man: and who is 
as patient as Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him)?! 
Even the few circumstances in which the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him) threatened the people of 
Quraysh with fire and ruin brought about positive results in a 
community which would acknowledge and understand a thing 
only through strong push and influence. 


For example, ‘Amr bin al-‘Aas - may Allah be pleased with 
him - said, “I do not remember that the people of Quraysh 
attempted killing the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him) except one day when I saw them seated under 
the shade of the Kabah while the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) was praying at the station (of 
Ibrahim). ‘Uqmah bin Abee Mu’ayt stood up and wound his 
garment around his neck. He then pulled it until the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) fell on his knees. The people 
cried out thinking that he may die as a result.” 


He continued, “Abu Bakr came quickly and held the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) by his 
arms from behind him saying, ‘Do you want to kill a man just 
because he says My Lord is Allah?’ Then they left the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him). The Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him) stood up and after he had 
completed his prayer, he passed by them while they were still 
seated under the shade of the Kabah. He warned, ‘O people of 
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Quraysh, by He in whose Hand is my soul, I have only been 
sent to you with slaughter’ and he pointed at his throat with 
his hand. Thereupon, Abu Jahl said to him, ‘O Muhammad, I 
was not ignorant!’ But the Messenger of Allah replied, “No, you 
were with them!” 


And despite the severity of his refutation against the band 
of transgressors in this case, forbearance and deep reflection 
were his hallmarks. It suffices that the angel in-charge of the 
mountains approached him seeking permission to destroy the 
people of Makkah and quake the earth against them. But the 
lenience of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
surpasses his anger: “I hope that Allah will bring from their 
loins, those who will worship Allah, not joining any partner 
with Him”?! 


31 The hadeeth will be cited in full and appropriately referenced in the eighth 
section — Allah willing. 
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The Second Section 
His Dialogue with The People of the Book (The 
Jews & The Christians) 


The Jews and the Christians are two connected nations 
and their rules and codes are similar. The Injeel (the Gospel) 
confirms the Taorah (Torah); and ‘Eesa - peace and blessings 
be upon him - confirms Moosa (peace and blessings be upon 


him) and was a continuation of his message: 
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“Verily, We did send down the Taorah (Torah) [to Moosa], 
therein was guidance and light, by which the Prophets, 
who submitted themselves to Allah»s Will, judged the 
Jews. And the rabbis and the priests [too judged the 
Jews by the Taorah (Torah) after those Prophets] for to 
them was entrusted the protection of Allahs Book, and 
they were witnesses thereto. Therefore fear not men but 
fear Me (O Jews) and sell not My Verses for a miserable 
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price. And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has 
revealed, such are the disbelievers?” (Al-Maidah: 44). 


After this He the Exalted said, 
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‘And in their footsteps, We sent <Eesa, son of Maryam, 
confirming the Taorah (Torah) that had come before 
him, and We gave him the Injeel (Gospel), in which 
was guidance and light and confirmation of the Taorah 
(Torah) that had come before it, a guidance and an 
admonition for the pious.” (Al-Maidah: 46). 


Due to the large number of the examples of dialogue (of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) with the Jews and 
Christians) and the variety of their subjects, I have considered 
it appropriate to divide this section into two parts: 


e The Dialogue of the Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) with the Jews 


e The Dialogue of the Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) with the Christians. 
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The Dialogue of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) with the Jews 


The First Topic: Preamble and level playing 
ground for the dialogue 


Preamble: 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
particularly treated the Jews with high regards and respect. He 
was gentler with them than he was with others, and kinder to 
them than he was to any other group among the non-Muslims. 
The number of the dialogues and the variety of their subjects 
clearly show the great interest the Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) showed the Jews and the nice argument and well 
delivered explanations he gave them specially and how he 
treated them with tolerance and pardon. 


His allowing them to remain in Khaybar peacefully for 
as long as it was pleasing and acceptable to him despite their 
betrayal and evil, and his agreement with them that they have 
a half of its farm harvest of crops and grains while the Muslims 
have the other half also further demonstrates his concerns for 
them. The number and variety of the subject of the dialogues 
could be traced back to some issues such as: 


Their relating with him in the city of Teebah, and his 
agreement and treaty with them in the beginning; even though 
they breached the agreement in the end. 


The Prophet’s burning desire for their acceptance of Islam. 
In the hadeeth, Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) 
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said: The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) said, “If ten of the Jews believed in me, the (entire) Jews 
would have believed in me”! 


In the version of Muslim from Abu Hurayrah (may Allah 
be pleased with him), it says, “If ten of the Jews followed me, 
no Jew will be left on the earth except that he would accept 
Islam.” 


That the Jews had received a Book and still have with them, 
the knowledge of what remains of it at that time. So, they would 
desire to ensure the truth of this Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) and confirm his claims. 


The Level Playing Ground for the Dialogue: 


The conditions were very suitable for the dialogue. The 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) had special regards 
for the Jews for reasons that will be explained soon - Allah 
willing. 


From the evidences of his regards for the Jews as a nation 
which had received revelation and followers of a messenger 
was the reverence of the Prophet, Muhammad (peace and 
blessings be upon him) for his brother, Moosa bin ‘Imraan - 
peace and blessings be upon him - and his love for him as is 
illustrated in the two examples below: 


1 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh in the Book of Virtues, 
Chapter on the Jews’ Coming to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him); no. 
3752: 

2 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh in the Book of Description of the Day of 
Rising, the Garden and the Fire, the Chapter on the Stay of the People of the Garden 
in it; no. 5126. 
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1. “Moosa - peace and blessings be upon him, holding 
unto a side of the Arsh” 


Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 
“A man among the Muslims and another from among the 
Jews quarreled. So the Muslim said, ‘By the One Who chose 
Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) over all that 
exists’ in an oath he took. So the Jew said, ‘By the One Who 
chose Moosa over all that exists’ Thereupon, the Muslim raised 
his hand and slapped the Jew! 


So the Jew went to the Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) and informed him of what had happened between 
him and the Muslim. Thereupon he - peace and blessings be 
upon him - said, ‘Do not prefer me over Moosa for the people 
will swoon away and I will be the first to regain consciousness. 
I will find Moosa holding unto a side of the Arsh. I wouldn't 
know whether he was from among those who swooned away 
and regained consciousness before me or he was from those 


2993 


Allah exempted. 


2. “We are closer to Moosa than you” 


Ibn Abbass (may Allah be pleased with them both) said, 
“When the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) arrived 
Madeenah, he found them fasting on a day - that is, the tenth 
day of the month of Muharram. (He asked about it and they 
said,) “This is a great day; it was the day Allah saved Moosa 
and drowned the people of Firawn, so Moosa fasted on it to 


3 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh in the Book of 
Disagreements, the Chapter on What is Mentioned About Arraigning an Opponent in 
A Dispute Between A Muslim and a Jew; no. 2304. 


92 


Pearls of Dialogue - Dialogue with the People of The Book 


give thanks to Allah’ Thereupon, he said, ‘Iam closer to Moosa 
than they; so he fasted on it and ordered the people to fast’”* 


Similarly, from the evidences of his great concern for the 
guidance for the Jews is his ordering Zayd - may Allah be 
pleased with him - to learn their language: 


“Learn Hebrew, O Zayd” 


Zayd bin Thaabit - may Allah be pleased with him - said, 
“The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
ordered me (to learn Hebrew) and would say, ‘By Allah, I dont 
trust any Jew over my writings. So I learnt the writing of the 
Jews. It did not take me up to a half of the month before I 
became proficient in it. Thus, I used to write for him when he 
writes and read for him when he is written to.” 


From his special concerns for the Jews is his lenience with 
them; this is illustrated in what follow: 


“Death be upon you”! 


Aaisha - peace and blessings be upon her - said, “The Jews 
would greet the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) and 
say, ‘Saam (death) be upon you (instead of salam, peace)?” So 
Aaisha understood their statement and said, “Death be upon 
you too and curse!” Then the Prophet (peace and blessings be 


4 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh in the Book of the 
Narrations on the Prophets, the Chapter on Allah’s saying: “And has there come to 
you, the story of Moosa”; no. 3237. 

5 Collected by Aboo Daawood in the Book of Knowledge, the Chapter on 
Reporting the Narrations of the People of the Book; no. 3208. Al-Hakim collected 
a similar report in al-Mustadrak in the Book of Faith; no. 231 and said, “this is an 
authentic hadeeth.” 
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upon him) said, “Gently, O Aaisha! Allah loves leniency in 
everything.” Then she said, “O Prophet of Allah, did you not 
hear what they said?” He answered, “Did you not hear that I 
already returned that to them by saying, ‘And upon you’?”® 


“Khaybar” 


Abdullah bin Umar (may Allah be pleased with them 
both) said, “The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
gave Khaybar to the Jews; that they should work the land and 
cultivate it. And they would have a half of its harvests?” 


“She gave him poison but he pardoned her” 


Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “A 
Jewess gave a gift of a poisoned sheep to the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him); but he (peace and blessings be 
upon him) did not quarrel with her?’ 


A Point of Benefit: 


His saying, “...he did not quarrel with her” means; he did 
not have any angry dispute with her. However, when Bishr 
who had eaten the poisoned sheep with Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) died, the Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) killed the Jewess in retaliation.? 


6 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh in the Book of 
Supplications, the Chapter on Supplicating against the Idolaters; no. 6054. 

7 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh in the Book of 
Borrowing, the Chapter on When One Lends a Land; no. 2189. 

8 Collected by Aboo Daawood in his Sunan in the Book of Blood Money, 
Chapter on the One Who Gave Poisoned Drink Or Food to Another And the Later 
Dies; Should Revenge be Taken?; no 3965. 

9 See ‘Awn al-Ma’bood Sharh Sunan Abee Daawood (12/147). 
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The Honor of a Group of Jews for the Prophet Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon him) And the High Regards of 
Many of Them for Him: 


To the extent of the Prophet’s ardent desire for the 
guidance of the Jews and his kindness towards them, his eager 
anticipation for their belief in him and response to his call, 
and his preferring them to a degree over others among the 
adversaries of his call and those who refuse to acknowledge 
his prophethood, that is to the degree to which the Jews knew 
that he was truly the Messenger of Allah. They would depend 
on the signs and indicators spread in their books as evidence 
for his prophethood. 


It will be clear to you, dear reader, from what I shall present 
in the following pages, the high regards they had for the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) and their cravings 
for his inviting them and their efforts towards killing him to 
verify the truth of his prophethood and their giving evidence 
with the statement: “I desire that if you were a liar we would be 
relieved of you; and if you were a Prophet it will not affect you? 


From the illustrations of this incomplete reverence and 
acknowledgement of the Prophethood of Muhammad (peace 
and blessings be upon him) are: 


1. Feigning sneeze while with the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him): 


Abu Moosa al-Asharee (may Allah be pleased with him) 
said, “The Jews would feign sneeze while with the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) expecting that he says to 
them, ‘Yarhamukum Allah (may Allah have mercy on you). But 
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he would rather say, “Yahdeekumu Allah wa yuslih baalakum 
(may Allah guide you and set your affairs right).”"° 


2. The crave by a parent for the salvation of his son by 
following the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him): 


Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “A 
Jewish youngster was ill and the Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) came to visit him. He sat beside his head and 
said, ‘Accept Islam. The boy looked at his father who was also 
by his head. So his father said to him, ‘Follow Abu al-Qaasim; 
and he accepted Islam. The Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) then stood up and said, ‘All praise belong to Allah 
Who has saved him from the Fire." 


The Second Topic: Examples of the Prophet's 
Dialogue with the Jews 


“You are right; you are truly a Prophet” 


Thawban, the freed-slave of the Messenger of Allah (may 
Allah be pleased with him) said, “I was standing beside the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) when 
one of the scholars of the Jews came and said, ‘peace be upon 
you, O Muhammad’ But I pushed him away so strongly that he 
almost fell down. So he retorted, “Why have you pushed me?’ I 


10 Collected by Aboo Daawood in his Sunan in the Book of Manners, the 
Chapter on How Respond to the Non-Muslim When He Sneezes and Praises Allah; no. 
4438. 
11 Collected by Aboo Daawood in his Sunan in the Book of Funerals, the 
Chapter on the Worship of the Non-Muslim Living Under Muslim Protection; no. 
2734. 
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remarked, ‘Shouldn't you say, O Messenger of Allah?! The Jew 
said, “We only call him by the name his people gave him? Then 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
said, ‘My name, that my people have given me is Muhammad? 


Thereafter, the Jew said, ‘I have come to ask you (questions)? 
The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said 
to him, “Will anything that I tell you benefit you?’ He replied, 
‘I will listen’ The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) made some marks on the ground with a stick in his 
hand (in contemplation) and said, ‘Ask. 


So the Jew said, “Where will the people be on a day when 
the earth will be changed to another earth and so will be the 
heavens?’ He (peace and blessings be upon him) answered, 
“They will be in darkness before the bridge’ He asked, ‘So who 
will be the first persons to cross-over?’ He answered, “The poor 
amongst the Muhaajiroon’ The Jew said, ‘What will be their gift 
when they enter into the Garden’ He responded, ‘Excess liver 
of the whale’ He asked, “What will be their delicacy thereafter?’ 
He said, “The bull of the Garden which used to graze around 
its precincts will be slaughtered for them? He asked further, 
‘What will be their drink after that?’ He (peace and blessings 
be upon him) said, ‘A spring there called, Salsabeel: 


He then said, “You are right. However, ‘I came to ask you 
about a thing no one of the people of the earth knows except a 
Prophet or one or two persons’ the Jew said again. He (peace 
and blessings be upon him) replied, “Will what I say benefit 
you?’ He answered, ‘I will listen? The Jew then said, ‘I have 
come to ask you about the child (how does it take its sex)?’ He 
answered, “The male’s fluid is white while the female’s fluid is 
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yellow. When they mix and the semen tops the female’s fluid, it 
brings about a male (child), by Allah’s leave. But if the female 
fluid tops the male’s semen, it brings about a female (child), by 
Allah's leave: 


Thereupon, the Jew said, “You have actually said the truth; 
you are, indeed, a Prophet? Then he turned and left. The 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) then 
said, “This man asked all he asked me about while I was not 
having the knowledge of it but Allah taught me?” 


In another version, it says, “I was sitting with the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him)...” “And he (peace 
and blessings be upon him) said, ‘Surplus liver of the whale.” 
And he said, “It becomes a male and female,” and not, “it brings 


about a male and it brings about a female.’” 


“The keepers of the Fire” 


Jabir bin Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with them both) 
said, “A man amongst the Jews said to one of the Muslims, 
‘Does your Prophet know the number of the keepers of the 
Fire?’ They answered, “We do not know, unless we ask him? So 
a man came to the Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him) 
and said, ‘O Muhammad, your companions have been defeated 
today!’ ‘How were they defeated?’ he asked. The man said, ‘A 
Jew asked them whether ‘your prophet knows how many the 
keepers of the Fire are?’ He (peace and blessing be upon him) 
then asked, ‘So what did they say?’ The man answered that, 
‘they said, we don’t know, unless we ask him.’ 

12 Collected by Muslim in the Book of Menstruation, the Chapter on the 


Description of the Semen from Thawban, the Freed-slave of the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him); no. 505. 
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Thereupon, he (peace and blessings be upon him) remarked, 
‘Are a people defeated, who when asked about a thing regarding 
which they know not, they answered that we don’t know unless 
we ask our prophet?! They had asked their own prophet saying: 
Make us see Allah plainly! Call these enemies of Allah to me; I 
will ask them about the soil of the Garden which is ad-Darmak: 
When they came, they asked, ‘Abu al-Qasim, how many are the 
keepers of the Hell?’ He illustrated (with his hands), “Like this 
and like this’ the first time ten and second time, nine. They 
said, “Yes (you're right)? 


Then the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said, 
‘How is the soil of the Garden?’ They remained silent for a short 
while and then said, ‘Bread, O Abu al-Qasim’ Thereupon, the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said, ‘Bread from 
ad-Darmak.:”? 


Ad-Darmak refers to fine flour. 
“We testify that you are a Prophet” 


Safwan bin ‘Assal said, “A Jew said to another Jew, ‘come 
along, lets go and ask this prophet’ He retorted, “Do not say to 
him that he is a prophet; for if he hears, he will develop four 
eyes.” So they both came to the Prophet and asked him about 
the statement of Allah: 

EON) 2S eile 5 etph Use als b 


z we 


13 Collected by at-Tirmidhee in his Sunan in the Book of Slaughtering, 
the Chapter on the Issues of Qur’anic Exegesis, Chapter of ‘And from Soorah al- 
Muddaththir’; no. 3368. 

14 That is, it will gladden him and help him gain greater sagacity as if he has 
four eyes. (TN) 
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‘And indeed We gave to Moosa nine clear signs...” 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
answered, “That you do not join any partner with Allah, nor 
commit illicit sexual intercourse nor take a soul that Allah 
has forbidden except for a just cause, nor should you steal nor 
engage in magic nor slander the innocent to the ruler and then 
he (i.e. ruler) kills him as a result. Do not consume usury nor 
falsely accuse the chaste nor flee the battle-ground - Shu’bah 
(one of the narrators) doubted - and that specifically, you Jews 
should not exceed bounds regarding the Saturday: 


So they both kissed his hands and legs and said, “We testify 
that you are a Prophet of Allah’ He then said, “What then 
stops you from accepting Islam?’ They replied, ‘Daawood had 
asked Allah that a prophet should continue to be from his 
descendants; we fear that the Jews will fight us (when the new 


prophet emerges) if we accept Islam.”* 


“When the patient gets angry” 


Ibn Abbass (may Allah be pleased with them both) said, 
“The Jews came to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) and asked him about the creation of the heavens and 
earth and he answered, ‘Allah created the earth on Sunday 
and Monday and created the mountains and the benefits they 
contain on Tuesday. And He created the trees, water, the cities, 
buildings and ruin, on Wednesday; these are four (groups of) 
things’ Then he read: 


15 Collected by at-Tirmidhee in his Sunan in the Book of Slaughtering, 
Chapter on Soorah Banee Israaeel; no. 3187 and said, ‘This is a Sound and Authentic 
hadeeth’. 
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“Say (O Muhammad): ‘Do you verily disbelieve in Him 
Who created the earth in two Days and you set up rivals 
(in worship) with Him? That is the Lord of all that exists. 
He placed therein (i.e. the earth) firm mountains from 
above it, and He blessed it, and measured therein its 
sustenance (for its dwellers) in four Days equal (i.e. all 
these four «days» were equal in the length of time), for all 
those who ask (about its creation).” 


On Thursday, He created the heaven, and created the stars, 
the sun, the moon and the angels on Friday up until its last 
three hours. Then He created appointed terms, when each 
person will die, in the first of these three hours, and in the 
second, He placed imperfection on everything from which 
people derive benefit. And in the third, He housed Adam in 
the Garden, ordered Iblees to prostrate to him and took him 
out of it at the end of the hour? 


Thereupon, the Jew said, “Then what, O Muhammad?’ He 
answered: 


Eo Hall & ii... d 


<..and then He rose over the Throne (really in a manner 
that suits His Majesty).” 
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They answered back, “You would have been right if you had 
completed (the expression)’ They said, “Then He rested. So 
the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) got extremely 
angry and the verse was sent down: 


a o G4  BIVG OAT LE i; ® 
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‘And indeed We created the heavens and the earth and all 
between them in six Days and nothing of fatigue touched 
Us. So bear with patience (O Muhammad) all that they 
sau =e 


“And they ask you about the spirit” 


Ibn Masood (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “I was 
walking with the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
who was leaning on a staff with him made of palm-tree in the 
ruins of Madeenah. He passed by a group of Jews and they 
said to one another, ‘Ask him about the spirit? One of them 
said, ‘Don't ask him so that he does not say anything regarding 
it that you will dislike? But one of them insisted, “We will ask 
him? So one of them stood up and said, ‘O Abu al-Qasim, what 
is the spirit?’ 


He remained silent, and I said (to myself that), he’s been 
given revelation. Then I stood up, and when it was off him, he 
said: 


16 Collected by al-Hakim in the Book of History of the Past Prophets and 
Messengers, the Chapter on Mentioning Adam (peace be upon him); no. 3945 and 
said, ‘This is a hadeeth with an authentic chain but they did not both collect it.’ 
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And they ask you (O Muhammad) concerning the Rooh 
(the Spirit); Say: “The Rooh (the Spirit): it is one of the 
things, the knowledge of which is only with my Lord. And 
of knowledge, you (mankind) have been given only a 
little.” 


Al-A’mash said, “This was the way we recited it?” 


“What Israaeel made forbidden for himself” 


Ibn Abbass (may Allah be pleased with them both) said, “A 
band of the Jews came to the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) and said, ‘Abu al-Qasim, tell us about a 
trait regarding which we will ask you and which is unknown to 
anyone except a prophet. And from the things they asked him 
was: ‘Which food did Israaeel forbid himself before the Taorah 
(Torah) was revealed?’ 


He - peace and blessings be upon him - answered, ‘I urge 
you by the One Who sent down the Taorah (Torah) unto 
Moosa; do you know that Israaeel, Yaqoob - peace be upon 
him - was very ill over a long time, so he vowed to Allah that 
if Allah healed him from his illness he will forbid himself his 
most beloved drink and his most beloved food? And that his 
most beloved food was the flesh of camel and his most beloved 
drink was its milk?’ Thereupon, they answered, ‘By Allah. You 


17 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’ as-Saheeh in the Book of 
Knowledge, the Chapter on his saying, ‘And of knowledge, you (mankind) have been 
given only a little’. 
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2213 


are right. 
“The sweat of the people of the Garden” 


Zayd bin Arqam (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “A 
man from among the Jews came to the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) and said, ‘Abu al-Qasim, dont you 
claim that the people of the Garden will eat and drink therein?’ 
Meanwhile, he was telling his companions that, ‘if he affirms 
this to me, I have defeated him. 


So the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) said, “Yes, indeed! By the One in Whose Hand is the soul 
of Muhammad, each of them would be given the strength of a 
hundred men regarding food, drink, desire and intercourse: 


The Jew then said, ‘Whoever eats and drinks would have 
need (to evacuate his bowels)?!’ Then the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him) answered back, “Their need 
will be some sweat like the musk which will ooze out of their 
skins. Then the bowels would have been evacuated.” 


“He invited them but they refused, so he expelled them in 
a nice way” 


Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 
“While we were in the mosque, the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) suddenly came out to us and said, 
‘Advance towards the (quarters of the) Jews. So we marched 


18 Collected by Ahmad in his Musnad, in the Musnad of Banee Haashim — 


Musnad of Abdullah bin ‘Abbass (may Allah be pleased with them both); no. 2378. 
19 Collected by al-Bayhagee in al-Ba’th wan-Nushoor in the Chapter 


Regarding What is Reported about the Food of the People of the Garden; no. 305. 
Al-Albaanee in his annotation of at-Targeeb wat-Tarheeb of al-Mundhiree; no. 3739, 
said, ‘(It is) authentic’. 
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with him until we got to the house of one of the Jewish elders. 
The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) then stopped 
and called out to them: ‘O assembly of Jews, accept Islam and 
you will be safe? They retorted, “You have delivered (your 
message), O Abu al-Qasim! Then he remarked, “That is what 
I want? 


Then he called out to them a second time and they said, “You 
have delivered (your message), O Abu al-Qasim! And then he 
called the third time and said, ‘Know that the earth belongs 
to Allah and His messenger and I will expel you. So, whoever 
desires anything from his wealth should sell it off; otherwise, 
know that the land belongs to Allah and His Messenger!””° 


Dialogue in the market 


Ibn Abbass (may Allah be pleased with them both) said, 
“After the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) severely hit the people of Quraysh on the day of (the 
battle of) Badr and returned to Madeenah, the Jews assembled 
in the market of the tribe of Qaynooga. He said to them, ‘O 
assembly of Jews, accept Islam before the like of what befell the 
people of Quraysh befalls you’ 


They retorted, ‘© Muhammad, don't be deluded that you 
fought a group among the Quraysh who are inexperienced, 
they lack the knowledge of warfare. If you fight us, you will 
realize that we are certainly men and that you had never met 
our like’ So regarding that, Allah the Mighty and Sublime 
revealed: 

20 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’ as-Saheeh in the Book of 


Compulsion, the Chapter of the Trade of One under Compulsion and His Like; no. 
6574. 
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“Say (O Muhammad) to those who disbelieve: You will 
be defeated”. 


Musarrif (one of the reporters) read the verse to His 
statement: 


“One was fighting in the Cause of Allah” 


at Badr 


& (NY)... E6 coh ly 


“..and as for the other (they) were disbelievers”? 


“Tell us about the thunder” 


Ibn Abbass (may Allah be pleased with them both) said, 
“The Jews came to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) and said, ‘O Abu al-Qasim, tell us about the thunder; 
what is it? He answered, “One of the angels is in-charge of the 
clouds. He has swords of fire with which he drives the cloud to 
wherever Allah Wills. 


Then they said, ‘So what is this sound that we hear?’ He 
said, ‘It is the hurling of the clouds when he drives it until it 
stops wherever it is ordered (to stop). They said, “You have 


21 Collected by Aboo Daawood in his Sunan, the Book of Harvests, Leadership 
and Property Seized From People Without Warring Against Them, the Chapter on 
How the Jews were Expelled from Madeenah; no. 2649. 
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said the truth’? They asked again, ‘Now, tell us what food 
Israel prohibited for himself?’ He answered, ‘He (i.e. Yaqoob) 
complained of pains in the lower back and did not find anything 
suitable except the flesh of camels and its milk and as such, he 
forbade them’ They said, “You have said the truth.” 


They desired to tempt the protected Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) 


Ibn Abbass (may Allah be pleased with them both) said, 
“Kab bin Asad, Ibn Salooba, Abdullah bin Sooriyah and Sha’s 
bin Qays said to one another: ‘Let’s go and meet Muhammad, 
perhaps we may succeed in tempting him away from his 
religion. So they came to him and said, ‘© Muhammad, you 
know that we are the learned ones among the Jews, their 
nobles and their leaders and that if we follow you, the Jews will 
certainly follow us and not contradict us. 


However, there is a disagreement between us and our 
people; we want to report them to you to seek your judgment 
over them. So judge in our favor and we will believe you and 
affirm you! The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) rejected that and Allah the Mighty and Sublime 
revealed about them: 


22 Collected by at-Tirmidhee in his Sunan in the Book of Slaughtering in the 
chapters on Exegesis of the Qur’an, the Chapter on Narrations on Soorat ar-Ra’d; no. 
3160 and he said, ‘This is a sound and lone hadeeth.’ Al-Albaanee graded it authentic 
in his annotation of Sunan at-Tirmidhee. 


107 


The Secrets of Dialogue and Persuasion 


‘And so judge (you O Muhammad) between them by 
what Allah has revealed and follow not their vain desires, 
but beware of them lest they turn you (O Muhammad) 
far away from some of that which Allah has sent down 


to you” 


until His saying: 
& (0+) oiga... 


“..for a people who have firm Faith.” 


“His eyes sleep but his mind does not” 


Ibn Abbass (may Allah be pleased with them both) said, 
“The Jews came to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) and said, ‘ʻO Abu al-Qasim, we like to ask you about some 
things; if you give us the (right) answers, we will follow you, 
affirm you and believe in you.” He said, “So he took from them 
what Israaeel took for himself: 


& (VV)... ESG J5 Ge le al SE 
“Allah is the Witness over what we have said.” 


They said, ‘tell us about the signs of the Prophet’ He 
answered, ‘His eyes will sleep but his mind will not. They said, 
“Tell us how a woman gives birth to a female and how she gives 
birth to a male’ He answered, “The two fluids fuse; if the fluid 


23 Collected by al-Bayhagee in Dalaail an-Nubuwwah, Chapter on What is 
Reported Regarding Abdullah bin Salam (may Allah be pleased with him); no. 785. 
Ahmad Shakir, in his annotation in ‘Umdat at-Tafseer (1/695) said, ‘(It is) authentic’. 
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of the woman tops the fluid of the man, it forms a female. But 
if the fluid of the man tops the fluid of the woman, it forms a 
male: They said, “You are right’ 


They asked again, ‘Now tell us about the thunder; what is 
it?’ He said, “The thunder is one of the angels placed in-charge 
of the clouds with a sword of fire in his hand with which he 
drives the cloud. The sound which is heard from it is his hurling 


the cloud when he drives it until it ends where it is ordered?” 


“An atrocious man” 


‘Irbaad bin Saariyah as-Sulamee (may Allah be pleased with 
him) said, “We camped with the Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) at Khaybar along with some of his companions. 
The ruler of Khaybar was an atrocious man. He came to the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) and said, ‘O 
Muhammad, should you slaughter our donkeys, eat our fruits 
and take over our women. So he - that is, the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him) - got annoyed and said, ʻO Ibn 
Awf, mount your horse and call out that: the Garden is only 
allowed for the believer and that they should gather for the 
prayer. 


He said, “So they gathered and then the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him) led them in the prayer. He stood 
up and said, ‘Should anyone of you, leaning on his couch 
think that nothing is prohibited except what is contained in 
this Quran? Indeed, by Allah, I have exhorted, ordered and 
prohibited some things and it (i.e. my order or prohibition 


24 Collected by at-Tabaraanee in Mu’jam al-Kabeer; no. 12239. And Al- 
Albaanee in Silsilat As-Saheehah (4/191) said, ‘It is authentic’. 
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or exhortation) is like that of the Qur’an and even more”. 
Certainly, Allah the Mighty and Sublime has not allowed you 
to enter into the houses of the People of the Book except by 
permission, nor their women, nor eating their fruits if they 


give you what is due upon them.””° 


“A terribly bad people” 


Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 
“Abdullah bin Salam heard about the arrival of the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) while doing some 
harvesting on a farmland. He came to the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) and said, ‘I will ask you about three 
things no one knows except a prophet: What is the first sign of 
the Hour? What is the first food for the people of the Garden? 
What makes a child resemble its father or mother?’ He (peace 
and blessings be upon him) answered, Jibreel told me earlier: 
He retorted, Jibreel?! He - peace and blessings be upon him - 
answered, ‘Yes? He said, “That is the enemy of the Jews among 
the angels. Thereupon, he (peace and blessings be upon him) 
read the verse: 
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“Say (O Muhammad): “Whoever is an enemy to Jibreel 
(let him die in his fury), for indeed he has brought it (this 
Quran) down to your heart by Allahs Permission.” 


25 Perhaps in its detail. (TN) 

26 Collected by Aboo Daawood in his Sunan in the Book of Harvests, 
Leadership and Property Seized from People without Warring against Them, the 
Chapter on Collecting a Tenth from Non-Muslims under Muslim Protection When 
they Differ, no. 2694. 
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As for the first sign of the Hour, it is a fire which will gather 
the people from the East to the West. As regards the first 
food for the people of the Garden, it is excess liver of whale, 
and when the male's fluid precedes the female's fluid, it gives 
resemblance to the boy; but if the female’s fluid precedes, it 
gives the resemblance: 


He then said, ‘I testify that there is no one worthy of 
worship except Allah, and that you are a messenger of Allah. O 
Messenger of Allah, the Jews are a terribly bad people. If they 
get aware of my acceptance of Islam before you ask them they 
will rebuke me: 


Afterwards the Jews came and the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) asked them: “Which man really serves 
Allah among you?’ They answered, “The best of us, son of the 
best of us; our leader, son of our leader’ He asked again, “What 
do you feel if Abdullah bin Salam accepts Islam?’ They said, 
‘May Allah protect him from that!’ Then Abdullah came out 
and said, ‘I testify that there is no deity worthy of worship 
except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah’ 
So, they clamored, ‘the worst of us, son of the worst of us’ They 
disparaged him. He then said, ‘© Messenger of Allah, this is 
what I had feared.”?’ 


“Tt is quite small in Allah’s Knowledge” 


Ibn Abbass (may Allah be pleased with them both) 
reported that, “The scholars of the Jews said to the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him), ‘ʻO Muhammad, 


27 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’ as-Saheeh in the Book of Tafseer 
of the Qur’an, Soorat al-Baqarah, Chapter on ‘Whoever is an enemy to Jibreel’; no. 
4228. 
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this statement of yours: 


‘on 
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‘And of knowledge, you have been given only a little” 


are you referring to us or your people?’ The Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said, ‘Everyone. 
They asked, ‘Dont you read from what came to you that we 
have been given the Taorah (Torah) which contains detailed 
explanation of everything?’ So the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) said, ‘It is quite small in Allah's 
Knowledge and you have in that what suffices you. Thereupon, 
as regards what they had asked him about, Allah the Exalted 
sent down: 
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‘And if all the trees on the earth were pens and the sea 
(were ink wherewith to write), with seven seas behind it 


to add to its (supply), yet the Words of Allah would not be 
exhausted. Verily, Allah is All-Mighty, All- Wise”: 


that is, the Taorah (Torah) in Allah’s Knowledge which is so 
limitless is quite small.”® 


28 Collected by at-Tabaree in his Tafseer in the Explanation of Soorat Luqman, 
the Statement on the Exegesis of the Statement of Allah the Exalted: ‘And if all the 
trees on the earth were pens’; no. 5798. 
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A Lustrous Pearl from the Pearls of Dialogue: 


‘Awf bin Malik al-Ashjaee (may Allah be pleased with him) 
said, “I went with the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) and we entered the synagogue of the Jews in Madeenah 
on a day of their festival. They disliked our coming in upon 
them. Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) said, ‘O assembly of Jews, show me twelve men 
who will testify that there is no deity worthy of worship except 
Allah, and that I am the messenger of Allah and Allah will 
erase from every Jew under the sky, His anger over them.” 


He said, “They remained silent and no one amongst 
them gave any response. Then he repeated the same thing to 
them, and no one answered him. Then at a third time and 
no one answered him. Thereupon he said, ‘Are you refusing? 
By Allah, I am al-Hashir (the one around whom the people 
will be gathered), and I am al-‘Aaqib (the one after whom no 
other prophet will come), and I am al-Mugqaffa (the last of the 
Prophets) whether you accept or reject it!” 


Then he left and I followed him. When we were about 
going out, a man from behind us said, ‘Remain in your place, 
O Muhammad!” 


He continued, “So that man said, ‘O Assembly of Jews, 
what do you know me for amongst you?’ They said, “We do 
not know anyone amongst us with a greater knowledge and 
understanding of the Book of Allah than you, and your father 
before you, and your grand-father before your father’? He then 
said, ‘I testify for him by Allah that he is a prophet of Allah 
whom you find in the Taorah (Torah)? They clamored, “You 
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have lied!’ Thereupon, they berated him strongly and rained all 
kinds of abuses at him. 


So the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) said, “You have lied, your statements will not be accepted. 
Initially you poured great encomiums at him; but when he 
accepted faith you belied him and said all sorts of things against 
him. So your words will not be accepted.” ‘Awf bin Malik said, 
“So we went out, and we were three in number: the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him), I and Abdullah 
bin Salam; and about that Allah sent down: 
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“Say: ‘Tell me! If this (Quran) is from Allah, and you 
deny it”? 


The Dialogue of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) with the Christians 


First Topic: Preamble and Level Playing Ground 
for the Dialogue 


Preamble: 


The Christians were a part of the fabric of the society in the 
Arabian Peninsula. They resided south of the Peninsula, near 
Yemen in the Najran region. The Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) was humble, gentle and lenient with everyone. 


29 Collected by Ibn Hibban in his Saheeh in the Book of His Sayings About 
the Virtues of the Companions, the Chapter on Mentioning Abdullah bin Salam (may 
Allah be pleased with him); no. 7277. And Al-Albaanee in Saheeh Mawaarid, no. 
1764 said, ‘Authentic’. 
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And when he noted some goodness from a group of people, he 
increases being good to them and likes them more, out of his 
gentleness and benevolence. 


The Level Playing Ground for the Dialogue 


From the illustrations of the Prophet’s unique gentility 
and benevolence towards the people of the Book was what 
he extended to the Christians of Najran of great honor and 
lenience. These are two examples of this great honor: 


1. “Do not demolish any church nor expel any priest” 


Abdullah bin Abbass (may Allah be pleased with them 
both) said: “The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) ratified a peace treaty with the people of Najran 
on the terms of two thousand garments; a half to be given in 
Safar and the remainder in Rajab. They are to give them to 
the Muslims with a loan of thirty coats of mail, thirty horses, 
thirty camels and thirty of every kind of weapon with which 
they war. 


The Muslims will hold them in pledge and it will be 
returned to them if there is war or any deceit in Yemen. In 
return, none of their churches will be demolished nor will any 
of their priests be expelled nor will they be lured to leave their 
religion as long as they do not commit any evil nor consume 


usury. °° 


30 Collected by Aboo Daawood in his Sunan, the Book of Harvests, Leadership 
and Property Seized From People Without Warring Against Them, Chapter on Money 
Paid By Non-Muslims Living Under Muslim Protection; no 2686. 
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2. “Their worship in the Prophet’s mosque” 


Ibn al-Qayyim - may Allah shower blessings on him” - 
cited: “From the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
that he accommodated the Najran Christian delegation in 
his mosque and when it was time for their worship, they 


worshipped therein?” 


Illustrations of the Christians’ reverence for the Prophet, 
Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him): 


1. Their refusal to gather with the Muslims to invoke 
Allah’s curse against the liar: 


Ibn Katheer - may Allah shower blessings on him - said: 
“Similarly, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) invited the delegation of the Najran Christians - 
after establishing evidence against them in dialogues and their 
insolence and stubbornness - to gather with them and invoke 
Allah's curse upon the liar. Allah the Exalted says: 


z 
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“Then whoever disputes with you concerning him (Eesa 
after (all this) knowledge that has come to you that he 


31 See Ahkaam Ahl adh-Dhimmah (1/397) with an authentic chain. 
32 At-Tabaree has collected the full story in Jaami’ al-Bayaan fee Tafseer al- 
Qur’aan, Soorat Aal-Imraan; no 5971. 
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is rather a slave of Allah having no share in Divinity) 
say: (O Muhammad), Come, let us call our sons and 
your sons, our women and your women, ourselves and 
yourselves - then we pray and invoke (sincerely) the Curse 
of Allah upon those who lie.” 


When they saw that, they said to one another, ‘By Allah, 
if you invoke curse with this Prophet you will not be left with 
any blinking eye. So they quickly resorted to a peace treaty 
and gave the protection tax willingly and in subjugation. So he 
placed it upon them and sent Aboo ‘Ubaydah al-Jarraah (may 
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Allah be pleased with him) along with them as trustee. 


2. “We will meet your demands” 


Hudhayfah bin al- Yamaan (may Allah be pleased with them 
both) said, “’Aaqib and Sayyid, the two leaders of the people of 
Najran came to the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) wanting to invoke curse with him.” He said, “So one 
of them said to the other, ‘Don't do it; for by Allah, if he were 
to be a prophet and we invoke curse with him, we will perish, 
we along with our descendants after us? As such, they said to 
him, “We will meet your demands; send a trustworthy person 
to come along with us. 


He answered, ‘I will send along with you, an absolutely 
trustworthy person’ Thereupon, the companions of the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) raised 
their glances towards him, and he said, ‘Stand up, O Aboo 
‘Ubaydah bin al-Jarraah? When he stood up, the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said, “This is the 


33 See Tafseer Ibn Katheer (1/332). 
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trustee of this Ummah.” 


The Second Topic: Examples of the Prophets 
Dialogue with the Christians 


“Do you know a worthy deity except Allah?” 


‘Adiyy bin Haatim (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 
“I came to the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) while he was sitting in the mosque, and the people 
said, “Here is ‘Adiyy bin Haatim’. And I had come without any 
guarantee or pact. When I was pushed forward to him, he took 
hold of my hand - and he used to say before then that, ‘I hope 
that Allah will place my hand in his hand.” 


He said, “He then stood up and a woman with a child came 
to him and said, “We need you to help us’ So he stood with her 
until he fulfilled their need. Thereafter, he held my hands and 
brought me to his house. The slave-girl spread the cushions 
for him on which he sat and I sat in front of him. He thanked 
and praised Allah and then said, “What holds you back from 
saying: There is no deity worthy of worship except Allah? Do 
you know any deity worthy of worship besides Allah?” 


He continued, “I answered, ‘No? He then said, “The Jews 
are those who earned Allahs anger and the Christians are 
far astray.” ‘Adiyy said, “I said, ‘Indeed, I have come as a 
Muslim? Thereupon, I saw his face beaming with smiles out of 
delight.” ‘Adiyy continued, “Then, he ordered that I should be 
accommodated in the house of one of the Ansars and I started 


34 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in the Book of Battles, the Chapter on the Story 
of the People of Najran; no. 4137. 
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coming to him in the mornings and evenings. 


Once while I was with him one evening, some people, 
dressed in stripped woolen garments came to him.” He said, 
“He observed the prayer and then stood up and exhorted them 
and said, ‘If it is with a Sæ’ or a half of a Sæ’ or a handful, or 
a part of a handful, each of you should protect his face from 
the heat of Hell or the Fire, and if with a date or a part of a 
single date. Indeed, each of you will meet Allah and He will ask 
him what I will say to you: Did I not favor you with hearing 
and vision? And he will say, “Yes, indeed’ He will ask, “Did I 
not favor you with wealth and children?’ And he will say, “Yes, 
indeed’ He will say, “Where is what you have put forward for 
yourself?’ So, he will look in his front and behind him, and to 
his right and left and will not find anything to protect his face. 
Certainly, I do not fear for you poverty, for Allah will help you 
and provide for you such that a young girl in her howdah will 
travel between Yathrib and Heerah and the worst of what will 
be feared for her mount is theft.” 


‘Adiyy said, “Then I started contemplating within myself, 
“Where are the thieves of Teeiyy?”®. 


“I have not been sent with that...” 


Ibn Abbass (may Allah be pleased with them both) reported 
that, “When the scholars among the Jews and Christians 
from Najran assembled before the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and he invited them to 


35 Collected by at-Tirmidhee in his Sunan in the Book of Slaughtering, the 
Chapters on the Tafseer of the Qur’an. The Chapter on Soorah al-Faatihah; no. 2994, 
and said, ‘This is a lone Sound and Authentic hadeeth’. And Al-Albaanee in his 
annotation of as-Sunan said, ‘(It is) sound hadeeth.’ 
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accept Islam, Abu Raaf? al-Qurazee said: ‘O Muhammad, do 
you want us to worship you as the Christians worship ‘Eesa 
the son of Maryam?’ Then Raees, a monk from the Najran 
Christians said, ‘Is that what you want from us and invite us to, 
O Muhammad?’ - Or he said something like that. 


Thereupon, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him) said, ‘I seek refuge with Allah from we giving 
servitude to other than Allah or ordering that other than Him 
should be worshipped! I have not been sent with that nor 
ordered to do that’ or he said something like that. Then Allah 
the Mighty and Sublime sent down: 
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“It is not (possible) for any human being to whom Allah 
has given the Book and the knowledge and understanding 
of the laws of religion, and Prophethood” 


to his saying: 


“..after you have submitted to Allah»s Will?””6 


36 


Collected by at-Tabaree in Jaami’ al-Bayaan fee Tafseer al-Qur’aan, Soorah 


Aal-Imraan, the Chapter on the Meaning of Allah’s saying: “It is not (possible) for any 
human being to whom Allah has given...”; no. 6651. Ahmad Shaakir in the Foreword 
of Umdat at-Tafseer (1/385) mentioned its been authentic. 


120 


Pearls of Dialogue - Dialogue with the People of The Book 


“A cross of gold” 


‘Adiyy bin Haatim (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “I 
came to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) while I 
was wearing a cross of gold on my neck.” He continued, “Then 
I heard him reading: 


G(T) al od 3 Ugh aea abst yelp 


“They (Jews and Christians) took their rabbis and their 
monks to be their lords besides Allah”? 


He said, “I asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, they do not 
worship them. He - peace and blessings be upon him - replied, 
‘Indeed, but they make lawful for them what Allah has made 
unlawful and they consider such lawful; and they prohibit 
them what Allah has made lawful for them and they consider 
it prohibited. That is their way of worshipping them”? 


“O sister of Haaroon” 


Mugeerah bin Shu’bah - may Allah be pleased with him 
- narrated that, “When I arrived Najran they asked me; they 
said: “You read, O Sister of Haaroon, and that Moosa came 
before ‘Eesa for such and such (years)? When I returned to the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him), I asked 
him about that and he said, “They used to name themselves by 


37 Collected by al-Bayhagee in Sunan al-Kubraa, the Book of the Manners of 
the Judge, the Chapter on the Judgement of the Judge and the Rulings of the Scholar; 
no. 18954. Ibn Taymiyyah also collected it in Haqeeqat al-Islam wa al-Eemaan, 111 
and said, ‘(It is) a sound hadeeth.’ Al-Albaanee mentioned similarly in Gaayat al- 
Maraam and said, ‘It is a sound hadeeth.’ 
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the names of their past prophets and pious ones.” 


A Lustrous Pearl from the Pearls of Dialogue 


“Their eyes overflow with tears” 


Aboo Ishaaq - may Allah be pleased with him narrated (a 
part of a long narration) that, “Thereafter, twenty men among 
the Christians or a number close to that came to the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) while he was in 
Makkah when the news about him spread in Abyssinia. They 
met him in a gathering. They talked to him and asked him 
questions while some men from the people of Quraysh were in 
the meeting place around the Kabah. 


After they had finished asking the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him) what they wanted, the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) invited 
them to Allah the Mighty and Sublime and read the Qur'an to 
them. When they heard it, their eyes overflowed with tears, 
and they acknowledged and believed in him. They saw in him, 
what was described to them in their book about him. 


When they stood up to leave, Aboo Jahl, in company of 
some of the people of the people of Quraysh challenged them 
and said, ‘May Allah make you miss the caravan! Your followers 
from the people of your religion delegated you to bring them 
news of this man. You did not even sit for long with him until 
you left your religion and believed him in what he said to you. 
We have never seen a group of travelers more foolish!’ - Or a 


38 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh in the Book of Manners, the Chapter on 
Taking Kunyas with Abu Qasim and Explanation of What is Encouraged of Names; 
no. 4094. 
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statement similar to that. So they answered, ‘Peace be upon 
you; we will not display ignorance along with you. We are 
responsible for our deeds and you are responsible for yours 
too. We will not deprive ourselves of any good. 


It was said that the group of Christians were from the 
29239 


people of Najran, Allah knows best which of them it was. 


The Third Topic: Summary 


The Christians were very few in the Arabian Peninsula, 
and those were the Christians from Najran. They came to 
the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) and entered 
into his mosque and when it was time for their worship they 
worshipped in his mosque. He invited them to Islam but they 
refused and persisted upon their misguidance in resistance. 
The truth became evident to them and the circumstance 
showed that he is the Prophet about whom they read in the 
Taorah and Injeel. As such, when he invited them to invoke 
curses, they refused and feared that the wrath of Allah may 
descend upon them. 


Some of them consulted themselves on the issue of the 
curse invocation. They said, ‘If that happens, we will never 
succeed. So they accepted to pay the Jizya and to surrender, 
and asked the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) to 
send a trustworthy person to them. 


The circumstance showed the virtue of Aboo ‘Ubaydah 
‘Aamir bin al-Jarraah - may Allah be pleased with him. The 
companions - may Allah be pleased with them all - all looked 


39 Collected by al-Bayhaqee in Dalaail an-Nubuwwah, the Chapter of the 
First Migration to Abyssinia; no. 594. 
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forward to this great virtue but the Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) specified it for Aboo Ubaydah and pinpointed 


him. 


Thereafter, the Christians of Najran showed inclination 
towards violating agreements and pacts. Thus, the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) sent an advisor to them 
to remind them about the fear of Allah and the gravity of 
violating pacts and agreements. They (heeded the advice and) 
calmed down and the trial was put away. 


In the end, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) ordered that the Arabian Peninsula be made free 
of all religions except Islam. He made clear the necessity of 
preserving the stronghold of Islam and the source of the religion 
from the two nations - the Jews and Christians. Indeed today, 
the wisdom in that noble speech and the necessity for that 
counsel is clearer. Both Muslims and others from the people 
of the Book live together in all Muslim lands; they coexist 
peacefully apart from the tribulations that an ignorant may 
foment here and there. As for the highland of the religion, its 
stronghold, the fountain of its call and the place of the descent 
of its revelation, it has special rulings (regarding entrance into 
it by non-Muslims). 


All praise belongs to Allah who has established Islam, 
preserved and protected it and aided it. 
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The Third Section 
His Dialogue with The World’s Powers 


First Topic: Preamble and Level Playing Ground 
for the Dialogue: 


Preamble: 


“It is quite possible that one names this generation ‘the 
Generation of Cultural Integration, Coexistence and Dialogue; 
and what Prof. Marshal McLuhan predicted about forty years 
ago proved to be correct to a large extent. Technological 
potentials took giant strides, faster than what used to be known 
in the information world. Few decades ago, who was thinking 
about the internet connecting the whole world in the manner 
that it has, in terms of the speed of transfer of information and 
the opportunity for dialogue throughout the world so freely 
and cheaply? 


This is in spite the developments in other means of 
communication, the ease of journey and movement, economic 
interaction and other numerous means of interaction between 
peoples and information provision in the context of the varying 
cultures and civilizations.” 


The means of communication and dialogue in the time of 
the Prophet, Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him): 


I say: If the case today is as described above, the means 
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of communication employed by the people during the time of 
the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) 
took completely different forms in spite of being very few. At 
the time, kings, leaders and heads would employ exchange 
of letters for their interactions; they would select noble and 
intelligent men as messengers, postmen, for such important 
tasks. 


They also used seals - and the Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) had a seal upon which (4! Us +=») is engraved. 
It had the word #!, at the top, and J+» at the middle, and +» at 
the bottom, by way of being mannerly with Allah Blessed is He 
and Most Exalted. He did that to progress gradually with the 
people and go along with the trend of the nations. Even when 
letters relatively took longer time (to deliver), bring more 
hardship and require tiring journeys, it was a necessity and the 
general trend at the time. 


However, from the amazing paradoxes is that today, in 
spite of the fact that we live in the technological age and period 
of communication revolution, many of the nations, including 
the civilized world still adopt correspondence as an important 
means of interaction between kings and leaders. As such, 
letters, stamped and sealed will be sent by hand through a 
minister or ambassador so that it reaches the designate because 
it protects the leakage of confidential matters to unwanted 
hands in addition to the fact that it specifically protects the 
letters from the view of enemies and spies. 


Correspondence as a means of dialogue 


As for dialogue by way of congregating, meeting and 
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dialoguing, it was few owing to the difficulty in bringing 
the various people from distant regions together in a place. 
Thus, they would generally make do with the messenger, the 
postman, and the letter, rather than gathering and meeting. In 
addition, they had conventions and practices regarding these 
messengers which they agreed upon and followed. 


The Arabs on the fringes of civilization 


As regards the Arabs, they were not really influential; 
they lived on the fringes of history and out of the bounds of 
influence in world’s politics. They were followers; sometimes 
of Persia and at another time of the Romans, according to 
regional proximity and their economic interactions with any 
one of the two great powers. 


Level Playing Ground for the Dialogue: 


In the same light, the Prophet, Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) and his Shareeah have a clear 
viewpoint of differentiating between the peoples of the various 
religions. The people of the Book - the Jews and Christians - 
were mentioned differently in the Qur’an from those of other 
religions considering the fact that they are people of particular 
revealed Books and followers of specific messenger; nations 
that received a message. 


For example, Islam prohibits the Muslim from marrying the 
idolatress and prohibits him also from eating the slaughtering 
of the idolaters and eating from their containers but exempts 
the Jews and Christians. Allah the Exalted said: 
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Made lawful to you this day are all kinds of lawful foods, 
which Allah has made lawful. The food (slaughtered 
lawful animals) of the people of the Scripture (Jews and 
Christians) is lawful to you and yours is lawful to them. 
(Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from the 
believers and chaste women from those who were given 


the Scripture (Jews and Christians) before your time...” 
(Al-Maaidah: 5) 


The nearest of them in love 


The Muslims had emotional inclination in a particular 
situation towards the Romans and preference for them over 
other nations not only in the matters of legislation in the 
Shareeah, such the allowance to marry their women and eat 
their slaughtered animals but also in the aspects of feeling and 
perception. This is evinced by grief and sorrow that befell the 
Prophet, Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) and 
his companions when the statement of Allah the Exalted came 
down: 
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‘Alif Lam Mim. (These letters are one of the miracles 
of the Quran, and none but Allah (Alone) knows their 
meanings). The Romans have been defeated. In the nearer 
land (Syria, Iraq, Jordan, and Palestine)...” (Ar-Room: 
1-3) 


and his great happiness and pleasure along with his 
companions with the end of the verse and the verses that 
follow: 


EES 135 5 Ja o i ó Ése ea 3» 
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“..And they, after their defeat, will be victorious. Within 
three to nine years. The decision of the matter, before and 
after (these events) is only with Allah, (before the defeat 
of Romans by the Persians, and after, i.e. the defeat of the 
Persians by the Romans). And on that Day, the believers 
(i.e. Muslims) will rejoice (at the victory given by Allah 
to the Romans against the Persians)...” (Ar-Room: 3-4). 


The super power 


The Prophet, Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon 
him) properly understood the true state of affairs in the world 
and the powerful influence of the two great nations that 
neighbor his growing nation in the Arabian Peninsula. So, he 
opened a new streak of dialogue with the two great nations 
and other regional powers that influence human civilization at 
the time in a manner not well-known to the kings, nations and 
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heads of that time. 


Perhaps kings would send letters to each other to negotiate 
a treaty, or make remonstrations against the enemy or threaten 
war or to even seek closeness; however, this approach of 
civilized dialogue started by the Prophet, Muhammad (peace 
and blessings be upon him) was not known to anyone. He took 
to dialogue for the purposes of proclaiming and spreading his 
true call through correspondence giving a completely different 
style of relating with peoples and nations. 


The Second Topic: Examples of the Dialogue of 
the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
with the World’s Powers: 


Out of the blue 


Heraclius was one of the leaders of the Christian nation 
and a head without match amongst them. Apart from being a 
peerless leader, he was one of those versed in their holy Book. 
May be that was the way the Christians appointed their kings 
or it was due to the closeness of the leader at the time to those 
who were learned in the holy Book such as the rabbis and 
prelates as is evident from Heraclius’s consulting the prelates 
on every important matter. 


At that time, the influence of the Church over the State was 
powerful and profound considering the fact that it formed the 
most effective index of the activities of their nation. No ruler 
was removed or enthroned except for the anger of the Church 
or its pleasure with him. Therefore, Heraclius was such a 
respected and influential leader and a scholar of the holy book. 
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In addition, his nation was on the contending side with the 
Persian Empire at the time: the world from the times of old 
has been under the contest of two poles, two great nations, 
the Persian and Roman empires, have controlled its events. 
At that time, however, dialogue as is seen today in lengthy 
conferences and continuous meetings was rare due to the 
obvious reasons of the difficulties of journeying and distance. 
Yet, the Prophet, Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon 
him) chose correspondence as a method of dialogue. 


Features of the correspondence 


The letters used to be written with great care and summary. 
Its greatest influence was that it allows the other party the 
opportunity and right to accept or reject the import of the 
correspondence. It makes him explain his viewpoint and reply 
the sender as is done in civilized conferences where people 
dialogue today in a way that suits the time and realities for 
it was difficult at the time to gather those separated by long 
distances or put people of divergent opinions under a single 
roof as we have today due to distance, and the hazards on the 
roads. 


As such, he (peace and blessings be upon him) wrote letters 
and sent messengers and made sincere efforts in every way 
possible towards the success of those civilized dialogues which 
were new at the time while giving consideration to even the 
minute details. Thus, he would send messengers for the noble 
task employing great care and due contemplation. 
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Attributes of the mailman... 


Despite the fact that most of the messengers the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) sent to the kings and leaders 
were distinguished with intelligence, wisdom and good look; 
no one had a more handsome look than Dihya al-Kalbee - may 
Allah be pleased with him. He looked like Jibreel - peace be 
upon him. 


Jibreel used to come to the Prophet Muhammad (peace 
and blessings be upon him) in the look of Dihya (may Allah 
be pleased with him). Umm Salamah (may Allah be pleased 
with her) said, “Once the Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) was talking to a man. When he stood up, he said, 
‘Umm Salamah, who is this?’ I said, ‘Dihya al-Kalbee? I did not 
know that it was Jibreel - peace be upon him - until I heard the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) telling 
his companions what transpired between us.”! 


Abdullah bin “Umar - may Allah be pleased with them 
both - said, “Jibreel used to come to the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) in the look of Dihya al-Kalbee.”” 


A point of benefit from the practice of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him): 


It could be derived from Jibreel’s appearance to the Prophet 


1 Collected by Abu Ya’alaa al-Moosulee in his Musnad under the Narrations 
from Umm-Salamah, Wife of the Prophet — peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him; no. 6760. At-Tabaraanee also collected it with a similar wording in al-Mu’jam 
al-Kabeer in the Chapter of the alphabet, Yaa; no. 18694. 

2 Collected by Ibn Sa’d in at-Tabaqaat al-Kubraa, under the Categories of 
the People Who Fought in the Battle of Badr; no. 5114. Ibn Hajar al-Asqalaanee also 
collected it in al-Isaabah (1/473) and its chain is authentic. 
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(peace and blessings be upon him) in the look of Dihya that it 
is desirable to note good looks when mailmen and messengers 
are appointed. This point is further supported by the report 
collected by Ibn Abee Shaybah in his Musannaf from Yahya 
Ibn Abee Katheer that: “The Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) said to his ministers: when you send a mailman to 
me, appoint one with good look and nice name.” 


Why Dihya? 


It is also worthy of mention that the choice of Prophet, 
Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) of Dihya 
as his mailman to the most powerful nation that controlled 
world’s affairs at the time, the Roman empire, was not an 
unplanned political expedience nor an idea not well thought 
out. It is rather something with well-founded and deep-rooted 
evidences. This is owing to the fact that, generally speaking, 
mankind is influenced by good looks and handsome natures. 
More so, the Romans were a people who paid great attention 
to look and beauty. Thus, the Prophet’s sending a clean, good 
looking and well-mannered man, Dihya al-Kalbee, clearly 
showed the prophet’s sincere crave for the guidance of the 
people and anticipation for their acceptance of his call. 


...the attributes 


So, apparently, the Prophet’s selection of the messengers 
was special and fixed; he would appoint from amongst his 
companions, the one he considers to be of great wisdom, 


3 Collected by Ibn Abee Shaybah in his Musannaf, the Book of Jihad, The 
Chapter on What They Said Regarding the Leaders When They Appoint Mailmen; no. 
32363. 
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intelligence and bravery. But when he wanted to appoint 
someone to Heraclius he asked for his companion’s opinion, 
and mentioned the great reward from Allah the Exalted for the 
one who takes up this great and noble task since the Romans 
were the closest of the nations to the Muslims in love: 
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“Verily, you will find the strongest among men in enmity 
to the believers (Muslims) the Jews and those who are 
polytheists. And you will find the nearest in love to the 
believers (Muslims) those who say: “We are Christians’ 
That is because amongst them are priests and monks, 
and they are not proud. And when they (who call 
themselves Christians) listen to what has been sent 
down to the Messenger (Muhammad), you see their eyes 
overflowing with tears because of the truth they have 
recognized. They say: Our Lord! We believe; so write 
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us down among the witnesses. And why should we not 
believe in Allah and in that which has come to us of the 
truth (Islamic Monotheism)? And we wish that our Lord 
will admit us (in Paradise on the Day of Resurrection) 
along with the righteous people (Prophet Muhammad 
and his Companions)? So because of what they said, 
Allah rewarded them Gardens under which rivers flow 
(in Paradise), they will abide therein forever. Such is the 
reward of good-doers.” (Al-Maaidah: 82-85) 


That is due to the knowledge they had and the remnants of 
the message of the Prophet, ‘Eesa the son Maryam - peace and 
blessings be upon him - with them in the book in their hands. 
Thus, some of them were friendly towards the message of the 
Prophet, Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) and 
some actually embraced Islam. 


The head of the Abyssinian Christians and their 
scholar 


The Najashee, head of the Abyssinian Christians in his 
time and a scholar of the holy book, a leading prelate in his 
kingdom, well-grounded and conversant in his knowledge did 
some things for which the one who does not know the reality 
of Christianity and the narrow-minded would wonder at. 


News of An-Najashee’s death 


Abu Hurayrah - may Allah be pleased with him - said, 
“The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) announced 
the death of an-Najaashee, the leader of Abyssinia to us - i.e. 
he spread the news of his death - on the day he died. He said, 
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‘Seek forgiveness for your brother.”* 


In another report, he added, “He went out to the prayer- 
ground and set them in rows and made the Takbeer (i.e. the 
saying: Allahu Akbar, meaning Allah is the greatest) four 


times?” 


An alliance between followers of Messengers 


Perhaps the Prophet, Muhammad (peace and blessings be 
upon him) craved that Heraclius should embrace Islam which 
would have been a great triumph and advantage from which a 
strong alliance would have been forged between a young and 
growing nation holding the torch of the divine light and the last 
ember of heavenly revelation and a huge and powerful nation. 
If it had accepted the call of the last Prophet, Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon him), the alliance would have 
been of great importance and a dazzling light by which the 
fire of polytheism will be extinguished, and the flame of fire- 
worship, fuelled by the powerful and oppressive nation, the 
Persian empire would be concealed within its radiance. 


Spreading a great thing 


Anas bin Maalik - may Allah be pleased with him - said, 
“Ihe Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
said, “Who will go with this treatise of mine to the Caesar and 
be rewarded with the Garden?’ One of the people said, ‘Even if 
he does not engage in a war?’ He replied, “Even if he does not 


4 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh, the Book of Funerals, 


the Chapter on Funeral Prayer Been Held at the Prayer-Ground or Mosque, no 1276. 
5 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in the Book of Funerals, the Chapter on A Man 


Announcing to the People of the Dead Himself; no. 1200. 
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engage in a war. So the man went with it and met the Caesar 
6 


on his way to Bayt al-Maqdis. 


The man was Dihya al-Kalbee - may Allah be pleased with 
him - as is made clear in many reports. 


The Prophet’s message to Heraclius 


Abdullah bin Abbass (may Allah be pleased with them 
both) said, “The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) wrote to the Caesar inviting him to accept Islam. 
He sent Dihya al-Kalbee to him with the letter. The Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) ordered him to 
deliver it to the ruler of Basra to forward it to the Caesar. After 
Allah aided the Caesar to defeat the Persian forces, he came 
walking from Hims (in Syria) to Ilya (Jerusalem) by way of 
giving thanks to Allah after surviving Allah's trial. 


When the letter of the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) reached the Caesar, he requested after 
reading it: ‘Bring forward to me anyone from his people so that 
I ask him about the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 


29 


be upon him). 
Arabs in the royal court of Heraclius 


Ibn Abbass said, “Abu Sufyan informed me that he was in 
Sham (Syria, Palestine, Lebanon and Jordan), in the company 
of some merchants from Quraysh who came to do business 
there during the time when the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
6 Collected by Ibn Hibban in his Saheeh in the Book of Biographies, the 


Chapter on Caliphacy and Leadership; no. 4575. Al-Albaanee said in Saheeh al- 
Mawaarid, ‘Authentic’, no. 1351. 
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blessings be upon him) had truce with the Quraysh infidels. 
Abu Sufyan said, “We met the messenger from the Caesar in 
an area in Sham and he summoned me and my companions. 
We went with him until we reached Ilya (Jerusalem) and he 
brought us before him while he was in his royal court wearing 
a crown and he had all the senior Roman dignitaries around 
him. 


The ten questions of Heraclius 


He said to his translator, ‘Ask them who amongst them 
is closest in terms of lineage to this man who claims to be a 
Prophet?’ Abu Sufyan said, ‘I replied, that I am the nearest 
relative to him (amongst the group)? He said, “What is the 
relationship between you and him?’ I answered, He is my 
nephew; and I was the only person from Abd-Manaaf clan in 
the caravan on that day. 


Heraclius then said, “Bring him (Abu Sufyan) close to me’ 
and he made my companions stand behind me, around my 
shoulder: Then he told his translator, ‘tell his companions: I 
want to put some questions to him regarding that man who 
claims to be a Prophet; if he tells a lie you should refute him?” 


“Abu Sufyan added, “By Allah! Had I not been shy on that 
day that my companions will label me a liar, I would have told 
him lies when he asked me about him. But I was frightened 
that I will be called a liar; so I told him the truth. 


Then he said to his translator, ‘Ask him what is the family 
status of this man amongst you?’ 


I replied, “He belongs to a noble family amongst us’ 
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Heraclius further asked, ‘Did anybody before him ever 
make the same claim?’ 


I replied, No? 


Heraclius said, “Have you ever accused him of telling a lie 
before his claim?’ 


I replied, “No. “ 


He said, ‘Have there been any kings in amongst his 
ancestors?’ 


I replied, No? 


Heraclius asked, ‘Are the nobles his followers or the poor 
and weak?’ 


I replied, ‘It is the poor and weak that follow him? 
He said, ‘Are they increasing or decreasing (day by day)?’ 
I replied, “They are rather increasing’ 


He then asked, “Has anybody amongst those who embrace 
his religion become displeased and renounced the religion 
afterwards?’ 


I replied, No? 
Heraclius said, ‘Does he break his words?’ 


I replied, ‘No; but we have been in a truce with him now 
for some time; we fear that he may break his word? Abu Sufyan 
said, ‘I could not find any opportunity to say anything against 
him without fearing been called a liar! 


Heraclius asked, “Have you ever had a war with him?’ 


I replied, “Yes: 
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Then he said, ‘What was the outcome of the battles?’ 


I replied, ‘Fortunes have varied; sometimes he was 
victorious and sometimes we. 


Heraclius said, “What does he order you to do?’ 


I said, “He tells us to worship Allah alone and not join 
anything in worship along with Him, and to renounce all 
that our ancestors used to worship. He orders us to observe 
the prayer, to give charity, be chaste, to fulfill promises and 
discharge trusts. 


The deductions of Heraclius and his 
interpretations of the last dialogue: 


After I had said all that, Heraclius asked the translator to 
convey to me, “Tell him: I asked you about his lineage amongst 
you and your reply was that he belonged to a very noble family. 
Likewise other Prophets; they were all raised from the best 
lineage amongst their peoples. 


I asked you whether anybody else amongst you claimed 
such a thing before him; and you said, ‘No. If anyone had made 
such claim before him, I would have thought that this man was 
imitating a claim already made by someone. 


I further asked whether he was ever accused of telling lies 
before he said what he said, and you replied, ‘No? So, I know 
that he would not leave telling lies with people and then tell 
lies in regard to Allah. 


Then I asked you whether anyone of his ancestors was a 
king. Your said, ‘No? Had anyone among his ancestors been a 
king, I would have surmised that this man wanted to take back 
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his ancestral kingdom. 


I then asked you whether the influential follow him or the 
weak and poor amongst them. You replied that it was the weak 
and poor who follow him. And in fact, those have always been 
the followers of the Prophets (in the beginning). 


Then I asked you whether his followers were increasing or 
decreasing in numbers. You replied that they were gaining in 
numbers; indeed, this is the way of true faith till it is complete 
(in all respects). 


I further asked you whether there was anybody, who, after 
embracing his religion, became displeased and discarded his 
religion. You said, ‘No in reply; that is true faith, once it settles 
in the heart, nothing makes it leave. 


I asked you whether he had ever betrayed. You answered, 
‘No’; likewise the past Prophets, they never betrayed. I asked 
you whether you have gone to war with him and you answered 
that you have, and that fortunes have varied; sometimes he 
was victorious and sometimes you. Likewise the past Prophets; 
they would be tried and yet, their call would survive the times. 


Then I asked you what he ordered you to do. You replied 
that he ordered you to worship Allah alone and not to join 
anything with Him in worship, and that he forbade you from 
worshipping all what your ancestors used to worship. He 
ordered you to observe the prayer, to speak the truth, to be 


2 


chaste, fulfill promises and discharge trusts. 
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“Heraclius’s hope of meeting the Prophet 
Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him)” 


“Thereupon, Heraclius said, ‘these are the attributes of the 
Prophet; I had known that he will come, but I was not thinking 
he would be from you. If what you have said is true, he will 
very soon conquer the ground underneath my feet. And if I 
could reach him definitely, I would go immediately to meet 


2» 


him and if I were with him, I would certainly wash his feet. 
The text of the Prophet's letter to Heraclius: 


Abu Sufyan further narrated, “Then he asked for the letter 
of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
and it was read. It reads: 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Merciful. 
From Muhammad, the servant of Allah and His 
Messenger, to Heraclius, the great king of Rome. 


Peace be upon those who follow Guidance; to proceed; 


Iam inviting you to accept Islam; embrace Islam that you 
may find peace. Accept Islam, and Allah will reward you 
in twofold. But if you turn away, the sin of your subjects 
and followers shall be upon you. (Allah says): 


sgy 


Ji 25855 y Aga ak Ss sii i ji 
PE Zor ted os Z, Sorat, jigo? A 24 kha Bee aio 
CGI Lass lass 585 Y3 EA aa Bd YG al YI 


(V8) SAL Ch LEB IS OF silo of 
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©O people of the scripture! Come to a word common to 
you and us that we worship none but Allah and that we 
associate nothing in worship with Him, and that none of 
us shall take others as Lords beside Allah. Then, if they 
turn away, say: Bear witness that we are Muslims (those 
who have surrendered to Allah)?” (Aal-Imraan 3:64). 


Hue and cry in the royal court 


Abu Sufyan then added, “When Heraclius had finished 
his speech, there was a great hue and cry from the Roman 
dignitaries around him. Their clamor protracted and I wouldn't 
know what they said. Thereafter, we were ordered out of the 
court. When I came out with my companions, I told them with 
foreboding: ‘the affair of Ibn Abee Kabsha (i.e. the Prophet 
Muhammad - peace and blessings be upon him) has grown 
so powerful that even the King of Banee al-Asfar (Byzantine 
Empire) is afraid of him!’ 

Abu Sufyan averred, “By Allah, I continued to grow 


convinced that his affair will soon prevail until Allah emplaced 
Islam in my heart against my will?” 


Heraclius acknowledges the truth: 


Al-Bukhaaree added that, “Ibn An-Natur was the ruler of 
llya (Jerusalem) while Heraclius was the head of the Christians 
of Sham. Ibn An-Natur narrates that once Heraclius visited 
Ilya’; he woke up in the morning in a sad mood and some of 


7 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh in the Book of Jihad 
and Biography, the Chapter on the Invitations of the Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) to The People unto Islam and Prophethood; no. 2806. 
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his priests said, ‘we really dislike your mood!” Ibn An-Natur 
further narrated: “Heraclius was an astrologer who predicts 
the future by the position of the stars. So he answered that, 
‘At night, when I looked at the stars, I saw that the leader of 
those who practice circumcision had prevailed. Which of these 
nations practice circumcision?’ The people replied, ‘Only the 
Jews practice circumcision, so you should not be afraid of 
them (i.e. Jews). Just write to the cities in your kingdom that 
every Jew present there should be killed’ 


While they were discussing it, a messenger sent by the king 
of Ghassan to convey the news about the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him) to Heraclius was brought 
in. Having heard the news, Heraclius said (to the people), 
‘Go and ascertain whether he (i.e. the messenger of Ghassan) 
was circumcised or not. So they checked and found that he 
was circumcised. Heraclius then asked him about the Arabs, 
to which he answered that, ‘they also practice circumcision’ 
(After hearing that) Heraclius remarked that the sovereignty 
of the Arabs had appeared. Heraclius then wrote a letter to his 
friend in Rome who was as good as him in knowledge. 


Heraclius thereafter left for Homs (in Syria) and stayed 
there till he received the reply of his letter from his friend 
which agreed with his opinion about the emergence of the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) and the 
fact that he was a Prophet. 


Thereupon, Heraclius invited all the leaders of the 
Byzantines to assemble in his palace at Homs. When they 
assembled, he ordered that the doors be locked. Then he came 
out and said, ‘O Byzantines! If you desire success and seek 
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right guidance and want your empire to remain, give a pledge 
of allegiance to this Prophet: 


As such, the people ran towards the gates of the palace 
like donkeys in the wild but found the doors closed. When 
Heraclius realized their hatred towards Islam and lost the hope 
of their embracing Islam, he said, ‘Bring them back to me’ He 
continued, “What I said was just to test the strength of your 
conviction for your religion, and I have seen it’ The people 
then prostrated before him and became pleased with him. This 


was the end of the story of Heraclius (in connection with his 
faith)? 


Heraclius replies the invitation of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) 


Abu Hatim, Ibn Hibban, reported in his Saheeh from Anas 
bin Malik - may Allah be pleased with him - concerning the 
Caesar that: “He wrote to the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) saying, ‘I have embraced Islam’ and 
sent some silver coins to him. The Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) said, He has lied; enemy of Allah! 
He did not accept Islam, he is still upon Christianity’ and 
shared out the silver coins.” 


Another example of dialogue by correspondence 
Muhammad bin Muslim - may Allah shower blessings on 


8 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh in the Chapter of the 
Commencement of Revelation; no. 7 on the authority of Ibn Abbass — may Allah be 
pleased with them both. 

9 Collected by Ibn Hibban in his Saheeh, in the Book of Biographies, the 
Chapter on Caliphacy and Leadership. 
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him - said, “I read the letter of the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) which he sent to ‘Amr bin Hazm 
when he sent him to Najran. ‘The letter was with Abu Bakr bin 
Hazm; it contains: This is a statement from the Messenger of 
Allah: 


EO) a 155) al Gull EtG p 
“O you who believe! Fulfill (your) obligations”. 


He wrote the verses until it reached: 
€ (8) LT af Ap 
“Verily, Allah is Swift in reckoning.” (Al-Maaidah: 1-4)”"° 


The Third Topic: Summary 


The experience in the exchange of letters with kings and 
leaders was invaluable. It was a practice that had sweeping 
impacts across distant regions since the message of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) was for the whole world: 
he is the Messenger of the Lord of all that exists, to the entire 
mankind! 


(VV) Sebald S45 f adsit; > 


10 Collected by at-Tabaree in Jaami’ al-Bayaan in the exegesis on Soorah 
al-Maaidah — the Explanation regarding His saying: ‘O you who believe! Fulfil your 
obligations’; no. 9944. Ahmad Shakir mentioned its being authentic in the Introduction 
of ‘Umdat at-Tafseer (1/620). 
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‘And We have sent you (O Muhammad) not but as a 
mercy for all that exists.” (Al-Anbiyaa: 107) 


From the far-reaching impacts of this means of dialogue 
was that it makes the people understand that the Prophet, 
Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) did not 
intend personal benefits or paltry worldly benefits by his call. 
Otherwise, he could have been satisfied with the spread of 
his authority in the Arabian Peninsula and the dawn of his 
prophethood upon its people amongst the Arabs from his 
family, relatives and loved ones. 


From its benefits also, was that it should make those who 
will succeed the Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him) 
after his death understand fully that the task is not over and 
that it is not allowed to just remain in a place and cling to 
the earth; but that the course of the call should be brought to 
completion, the light of Allah should be conveyed to the rest of 
mankind and that those who stand to prevent the callers to the 
truth and the torch of guidance from the people, the servants 
of Allah and His creatures, must be fought; no matter their 
path, race or color. 


Furthermore, its impacts include establishing the evidence 
of Allah the Exalted against the entire mankind. Thus, the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) stopped at Arafah 
during the farewell pilgrimage and gave an address. He 
announced the fulfillment of his duty and the people affirmed 
it; he asked, “Have I delivered the message?” and made Allah 
the Exalted to witness over the response of the people: “O 
Allah, be a Witness”. 


Thus, the Prophet fulfilled the obligation of conveying the 
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message within the Arabian Peninsula and beyond, in every 
direction, such that there was not a sovereign or ruler that 
could be reached except that the prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) sent a letter to him and established evidence 
against him. 
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The Fourth Section 
His Dialogue with Mass Assassins 


The First Topic: Preamble and Level Playing 
Ground for the Dialogue 


Preamble: 


The Arabs in the Arabian Peninsula lived on different 
societal rules. The people then could be divided into two cadres 
- without a third: Chiefs and slaves, heads and servants. They 
also had political customs acceptable amongst them which in 
most cases were only based on tribal rules and as such, a tribe 
would be better than the other. 


Also, each tribe had a head and subordinates and assistants 
under him. He would represent all, speak for them and judge 
among them. No one would oppose his words or disown his 
view. He was, to them, a head, judge and consultant who had 
the final say in all matters. 


Thus when Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be 
upon him) was raised, the hearts tended towards him and 
all the lowly ones and some nobles and highly-placed people 
accepted his invitation. So, the call of Prophet Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon him) was not only an invitation 
to the worship of Allah with the sole priority of destroying idol- 
worship. Rather, the personality of the Prophet, Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon him), over shined the stars of the 
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heads and chiefs of the people. It blurred whatever glow it had 
and took away the brightness of most of it. 


As such it was said: “We contested for nobility with Banu 
Abdul-Manaaf such that we became like betting Persians. But 
they said: “We have a prophet amongst us: So, when shall we 
rise?”’ Therefore, it is not strange that someone amongst the 
people would reject this all-encompassing change in (all the 
aspects of life including) worship, manners, societal rules and 
customs. 


Likewise the Jews; they had established themselves in 
Madeenah and its environs. They chose for themselves, within 
their fortresses, political and societal rules that were majorly 
dictated by (their) religion (ie. Judaism) along with the 
influence and authority of wealth in the promotion of a person 
and demotion of another more qualified. 


The Jews, even before the advent of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him), had expected his coming. However, 
they thought, albeit wrongly, that he would be from among 
them. Thus, when he was eventually raised, they recognized 
him with the signs that were with them: 


Sy afaka oS ha csi geste pally 
TE E E rer Cie 


“Those to whom we gave the Scripture (Jews and 
Christians) recognize him (Muhammad) as they recognize 


1 Collected by the scholars of Islamic history. Ibn Ishaaq said, “Muhammad 


bin Muslim bin Shihaab az-Zuhree told me that so-and-so reported that (then he cited 
the rest of the chain of transmission).” 
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their sons. But verily, a party of them conceal the truth 
while they know it - [i.e. the qualities of Muhammad 
which are written In the Tauraat (Torah) and the Injeel 
(Gospel)].” (Al-Baqarah: 146). 


So when the Jews became sure that Allah the Exalted had 
chosen another nation other than them for His Message, it 
angered them and some of them harbored malice and evil in 
their hearts against the new Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him). They opted for enmity towards him and plotted 
against him! 


Level Playing Ground for the Dialogue 


The events that took place and the attempts by some of 
the people among the polytheists, the Jews and the hypocrites 
on the life of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
proved that no ground for meeting and harmony to attain any 
form of mutual understanding was possible. How could there 
be meeting and how would there have been dialogue when the 
assassin was already close to his target and had abandoned 
behind him, all grounds for talks or conversation?! 


But I shall invite you, dear reader, after these first aspects, 
to see at the end of this section, if it were possible to have 
established a field suitable for dialogue and a meeting point 
for conversation with a wicked murderer, deceiver, who was 
all out to showcase the severest punishment in the worst of 
forms... 
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The Second Topic: Examples of the Prophet's 
Dialogues with Mass Assassins 


A Polytheist’s attempt to assassinate the Prophet, 
Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him): 


Jabir bin Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with them 
both) said, “The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) fought the Muhaarib Khasfah tribe at a date palm 
garden. So they observed and gave a surprise attack against the 
Muslims. A man among them called Gaurath bin al-Haarith 
came and stood by the head of the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) with his sword and said, “Who will 
save you from me (O Muhammad)?’ 


The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) replied, 
‘Allah. Then the sword fell off from his hand. Thereupon, the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) took 
the sword and said to him, “Who will save you from me?’ The 
man pleaded, ‘Be a kind holder’ Then the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him) asked, ‘Do you testify that 
there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah?’ 


The man answered, ‘No, but I promise never to fight you 
nor join those who fight you’ So, the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) let him go. He then went to his 


2992 


people and said, ‘I have come to you from the best of men. 
Lessons from parts of the last story 
You will observe here that the Prophet, Muhammad (peace 


2 Collected by Ibn Hibban in his Saheeh, the Chapter on the Prayer during 
Fear; no. 2939. 
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and blessings be upon him), could have smitten the neck of his 
enemy who made an attempt on his life just some few seconds 
earlier. If the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) had 
been bloodthirsty - and far was he from such - he would have 
spilled the man’s blood without hesitation. 


The sword was in his hand (peace and blessings be upon 
him) and there was a strong reason to kill. The man deceived 
and gave a sudden attack against the Muslims until he reached 
the station of their head (peace and blessings be upon him) 
and was about to kill him. He even bragged before striking 
him with his sword by which he was sure to attain his goal. 
However, he forgot the Real Power which controls all existence, 
stars, moons, mankind, birds, waters, trees. The Power of Allah 
with Whom lies creation and command and absolute authority 
and dominion. 


So this fellow, heedless of the Ability of the One in-charge, 
asked, “Who will save you from me?’ 


But when the event turned against him and the sword 
fell off his hand, his hopes became dashed having no power 
anywhere from which he could seek protection, when things 
became difficult for him and was cut off from his tricks, he had 
no alternative — due to the mercy he saw beaming from the face 
of the fellow had cheated (peace and blessings be upon him) - 
but to pour encomium on the Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him). 


For what he saw of his noble traits and excellent character, 
he only - as if he was sure that his enemy was more noble in his 
manners, loftiness of the soul and gleaming spirit — said, ‘Be a 
kind holder: 
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A dialogue with an assassin 


So, seizing the golden opportunity and timeliness, the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) went on, not to 
slay the cheat, but to dialogue with him perhaps, Allah the 
Exalted would save him from the Hell through him. Thus, the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said to the man, 
‘Do you testify that I am the Messenger of Allah?’ 


At this point, the assassin felt there was a space in the 
darkness of perdition that was looms in the horizon. The 
calmness in the countenance of the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) indicated to him that pardon was at 
hand. So he clearly stated what he believed and showed what he 
nursed: ‘No! he said. Since the word, No’ decisively indicates 
blockage of paths and close of routes, the man apologized for 
that with a sincere proposal, “But I promise never to fight you 
nor join those who fight you.” 


Here, the gems of the wisdom which the heart of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) was carrying with 
him became glaring. He was satisfied with the correct reading 
and effective anticipation with what the man presented to him. 
He (peace and blessings be upon him) was satisfied with the 
removal of a man from among the camps of his assailants to 
the camp of those who were neutral. The Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) was pleased with that for the respite 
he gave the assassin would provide the latter time to ponder, 
perhaps Allah the Mighty could have decreed guidance for 
him in the coming days. 
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Ambassador of pardon 


So, as the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) had 
thought, the man subsequently became a good ambassador who 
was giving glad tidings about the Prophet of Mercy (peace and 
blessings be upon him) to those behind him. He extolled his 
virtues in a land, whose people, perhaps, never heard anything 
about the life of the New Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) except (what the unbelievers used to say then,) that he 
was a magician who would separate between a person and his 
brother; a son and his father. 


Thus, a witness came to them from among themselves 
telling them about good life and the beautiful and pleasing 
image of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him). He was a trustworthy witness among them the like of 
whom the people would listen to. He was a brave warrior 
among the people, sent on the most dangerous mission who 
returned on his feet. He would have definitely succeeded in the 
mission or was hindered by something very important. 


The man told them what had happened, narrated the 
picture to them, but he did that only in few words: “I have 
come to you from the best of the people” 


Dialogue of the poisoned goat 


Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported 
that, “When Khaybar was triumphed over; a gift of poisoned 
goat was given to the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him). Thereupon, the Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) said, “Bring all the Jews that are here to me, and 
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they were brought to him. 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
then said to them, ‘I want to ask you about something; will 
you be truthful to me about it?’ They replied, “Yes, O Abu al- 
Qasim’ Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) said to them, ‘Who is your father?’ They answered, 
‘Our father is so-and-so’ The Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) retorted, “You have lied, your father 
is rather so-and-so’ They all remarked, “You have spoken the 
truth and have done well? The Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) asked again, “Will you be truthful to 
me (this time around) if I ask you about something (else)?’ 
They replied, “Yes, O Abu al-Qasim! Even if we had lied to you, 
you exposed our lie regarding our father: 


Thereafter, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him) said to them, “Who are the inmates of the Fire 
(among the people)?’ They replied: “We (the Jews) will be in 
it for a short while, and then you will replace us there’ The 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
retorted, “(You will rather) perish therein; by Allah, we will 
never replace you there: 


Then he (peace and blessings be upon him) said to them, 
‘Will you be truthful to me (again this time around) if I ask 
you about something (else)?’ They said, “Yes. He (peace and 
blessings be upon him) then asked, “Did you poison in this 
goat (meat)? They said: “Yes? He said, “What made you do 
that?’ They replied: “We wanted to get rid of you if you are a 
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liar, but if you are truly a Prophet it would not hurt you. 


3 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his Jaami’u as-Saheeh, the Book of Medicine, 
the Chapter on What is Mentioned About the Poisoning of the Prophet (Peace and 


159 


The Secrets of Dialogue and Persuasion 


Shaybah 


Shaybah bin Uthman (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 
“When the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) fought 
at Hunayn I remembered my father and uncle. They were killed 
by Alee and Hamzah (may Allah be pleased with both). I said 
(to myself that), “Today (at Hunayn), I shall revenge the death 
of my father and uncle on Muhammad: So I went after him but 
there was Al-Abbass by his right hand wearing white armor 
that looked like silver exposed from dust. 


As such, I thought that, “His uncle will not let him down’ I 
also went to his left hand side but there was Abu Sufyan bin al- 
Haarith. I said (to myself), ‘His nephew will not let him down? 
So I went from his rear drawing close to him that I could just 
strike him with the sword. Suddenly, a flame of fire came upon 
me like a lightning and I became terrified lest the fire should 
burn me. So I retreated on my heels. 


The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) then 
turned towards me and said: ‘Come over, O Shayb!’ Then the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) placed 
his hand on my chest and Allah sent away the devil from my 
heart. 


Shaybah said, ‘I raised my eyes towards him and he became 
more beloved to me even than my hearing and sight, and that 
such-and-such. He - peace and blessings be upon him - then 
said to me, ‘O Shayb, fight the unbelievers’”* 


blessings be upon him). 

4 Collected by at-Tabaraanee in al-Mu’jam al-Kabeer; no. 7028 and al- 
Haythamee in Majma’u az-Zawaaid (6/187) said, “The chain contains Abu Bakr al- 
Hudhalee, and he is a weak reporter.” Al-Bayhagqee collected something similar in 
Dalaail an-Nubuwwah (5/145) and said, “It has supporting evidences.” 
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A Lustrous Pearl from the Pearls of Dialogue 


Fadaalah 


Fadaalah bin Umayr al-Layhthee (may Allah be pleased 
with him) reported that, “I came to the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) in the year of Conquest of Makkah 
while he was circumambulating the Kabah and my mission 
was to kill him. When I drew close to him, he (peace and 
blessings be upon him) said, ‘Is that Fadaalah?’ I said, “Yes, O 
Messenger of Allah!’ He - peace and blessings be upon him - 
said, ‘What are you thinking about?’ I answered, “Nothing, I 
was only giving remembrance of Allah’! 


Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) laughed and said to me, ‘Seek Allah’s forgiveness’ 
Thereupon, he (peace and blessings be upon him) placed his 
hand on my chest, and by Allah, he had not withdrawn it 
before I began to feel that there was no creature of Allah more 


beloved to me than he?” 


The Third Topic: Summary 


From the stories cited above we could deduce some 
methods of dialogue with assassins and criminals. Like other 
human beings, assassins have flesh and blood and no matter 
how bloodthirsty they might be, they are still human beings. 
No matter the rancor they may bear and the reason for killing 
their victims, they are still humans and no matter how much 
they think that they will only be satisfied by assassinating 


5 See al-Isaabah by Ibn Hajar volume 8 hadeeth no. 6998. 
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people. 


The best of creatures and most elderly of men could give 
good examples of teaching, enlightenment and complete 
refreshment of the souls. That comes to play when they are 
lenient with punishments, leap above the wall of hatred and 
present a shining example to the assassin himself on showing 
pardon. In a nutshell, the he should be given lessons of love by 
way of pardon and mercy. 


Since the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) was 
of deep insight, persistent thought, and far-sighted; he (peace 
and blessings be upon him) could see with the deepest hollows 
of his eyes that assassins generally lack pity or care for people 
and the emotional disturbance that results from death on the 
bed. As such, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
based his approach to the assassins on two strong foundations: 


One: Nearness and physical contact with them by way of 
gently touching their chests or shoulders or heads with his 
pure, purified, cold and soft hand: a way of making effective 
expression and laying an observable foundation, as is known 
by all humans. It will renew the ambers in their souls and 
awaken their human feelings. 


Two: Since there should be a messenger and forerunner 
in order to attain this closeness, he employed a strong captor 
that cannot be resisted by anyone who still has an atom 
of humaneness in him. The messengers were mercy and 
benevolence. It is very rare that one is ever able to resist the 
potentials of this powerful captor: pardon. This is owing to the 
fact that man is made to love whomever is kind to him, the 
saving the neck of the assassin and pardoning him is from the 
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pinnacle of kindness towards the one who commits the great 
evil assassination. 


This is because the one who goes on to kill the other person 
will always have it at the back of his mind he is one of the two 
men: he either attains his goal such that he kills his opponent 
and relieves himself, or that he fails in his mission, falls a 
captive and thinks no less than death (for himself) or serious 
punishments in such a situation. 


However, when the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) suddenly offered them pardon - at first time, when 
nerves were frayed and anger held sway - their evil and malice 
would vanish because the pardon will expel the hatred from 
them and replaced it with love. It will remove malice from 
their hearts and substitute with crave. Thereafter, the touch by 
the lofty hand which has the most truthful effect, (the sign of 
the) purest love and strongest effect would serve the end of 
the story of the strong and obstinate change from the furthest 
level of hatred and estrangement to the nearest level of love 
and closeness. 


There is none - no matter what he might be blessed with 
of good traits - that will be able to show this kind of mercy in 
the estimate of what goes on in life and what remains in the 
existence except Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him), the best to trod the earth with his 
feet and the most honorable of people to walk over it. 


Thus in our estimations, we can derive the guiding 
principles employed by the Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) in removing hatred and engendering love in the 
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hearts of the assassins from the following points: 
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Employing dialogue and some conversation. 


Going beyond the mindset of making the assassin 
acknowledge his evil. 


Clearly announcing pardon from himself (to the 
assassin). 


Touching him physically and exposing what he intended. 


Being realistic and moderate about our expectations of 
him (i.e. the assassin). 


The Fifth Section 


+ 
NA His Dialogue with 
° oe ™ His Companions 


The Secrets of Dialogue & Persuasion 


The Secrets of Dialogue and Persuasion 


The Fifth Section 


His Dialogue with His Companions 


The First Topic: Preamble and Level Playing 
Ground for the Dialogue 


Preamble: 


The Companions of the Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) are the very epitome of the religion. The Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) is its symbol while they 
are its apparel: the most pious at heart of this nation, most 
profound in knowledge, most scarcely pretending, and the best 
in guidance and status. They were a people whom Allah chose 
for the companionship of His Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) and establishment of His religion.* 


Eog Eoo 
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‘And the first to embrace Islam of those who migrated 
from Makkah to Madeenah and the citizens of Madeenah 


1 Collected by Ibn Abdil-Barr in Jami’ Bayaan al-‘Ilm wa Fadlihi, Chapter of 
What is Detested in Argumentation, Polemics and Dialectics; no. 1116 from the noble 
Companion, Abdullah bin Mas’ood (may Allah be pleased with him). 
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who helped and gave aid to the emigrants) and also 
those who followed them exactly (in Faith); Allah is well 
pleased with them, as they are well pleased with Him. He 
has prepared for them gardens under which rivers flow, 
to dwell therein forever. That is the supreme success.” (At- 
Tawbah: 100). 


The virtue of companionship of the Messenger of Allah 
cannot be equated with anything 


The chosen one (peace and blessings be upon him) had told 
one of his companions (may Allah be pleased with them all), 
from those who embraced Islam late but was fortunate to meet 
him (peace and blessings be upon him) that, “Do not revile 
my Companions; I swear by He in Whose Hand is my soul, if 
any of you were to give charity with the like of Mount Uhud in 


»3 


gold, he will not attain the mudd? of any of them nor its half: 


Imam An-Nawawee - may Allah shower blessings on him 
- said, “It means that if any of you were to spend in charity, the 
like of Mount Uhud in gold; his reward for that will not reach 
the reward of a mudd spending of any of them or its half? 
This is when compared with those who embraced Islam later 
among the Companions (may Allah be pleased with them all); 


what about if compared with those other than them?! 


Allah the All-Knower and All-Wise indeed proclaimed 
His acceptance of them, showered His pleasure on them and 


2 The Mudd is the quantity of what an average size person can hold in his 
hands when they are cupped together. (TN) 

3 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, Book of Excellence of the Companions, 
Chapter of Prohibition of Reviling the Companions; no. 4733. 

4 See An-Nawawee’s Commentary on Saheeh Muslim (16/93). 
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mentioned that in His Mighty Book as a verse to be read and 
recited forever: 


lad 5 CH a At Y Gehl pe abl we; Aad» 
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“Indeed, Allah was pleased with the believers when they 
gave their pledge to you (O Muhammad) under the tree, 
He knew what was in their hearts, and He sent down 
calmness and tranquility upon them, and He rewarded 
them with a near victory.’ (Al-Fath: 18) 


It is, indeed, an announcement of precedence and 
proclamation of the leading position of the noble Companions 
in the most dazzling picture, the most splendid description 
and the best presentation. 


Level Playing Ground for the Dialogue 


Indeed the dialog»ue of the Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) with the idolaters, the People of the Book - 
Jews and Christians, the World’s powers and leaders and even 
with the assassins and mass murderers was one that was well 
understood. They were well-focused with unique effects. 


These were people who, basically, did not believe in the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him); they would neither 
accept his being a prophet nor acknowledge the fact that he 
was receiving revelation. Yet his dialogue with them was well 
understood, well prepared, good, lofty and anticipated. For 
how could he have convinced the people about the truth of 
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his prophethood and the reality of his call if he did not open a 
dialogue with them, engage them in talks, and converse with 
them? 


On the other hand, the noble Companions were full of faith 
in him; the delight of faith in Allah and His Messenger (peace 
and blessings be upon him) had mixed with their hearts and 
the love for him was deep-rooted in their hearts. For them, 
obedience to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
is a religious duty and disobedience to him spelled destruction 
and transgression as the noble Book explains: 
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“It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and 
His Messenger have decreed a matter that they should 
have any option in their decision. And whoever disobeys 
Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed strayed in a plain 
error. (Al-Ahzab: 36). 


And His saying, 
mined NES aad lal GE OWA gull ols» 
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“..And let those who oppose the Messengers (i.e. 
Muhammad’) commandment beware; lest some trials 
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and tribulation befall them or a painful torment be 
inflicted on them.” (An-Noor: 63). 


In his conversations with his noble Companions, he 
would not need to be unnecessarily detailed and repetitive. 
It was rather sufficient for him to establish (a fact) and they 
would implement it, he would be obeyed as soon as he gave a 
judgment, it was sufficient for him to give a signal for them to 
give obedience. 


However, the one taught good character and made excellent 
by Allah would seek perfection and the utmost, and would 
strive to attain the pinnacle of wisdom. As such, he (peace and 
blessings be upon him) rather employed dialogue as a means of 
education, a foundation of teaching and orientation, guidance, 
call and jihad. This is the height of perfection, best of character 
and highest of pursuits. 


Therefore, the status attained by the noble Companions - 
may Allah be pleased with them - in the height of civilization 
and ladder of honor was a result of the high-level approach 
followed by the Prophet of Mercy and Messenger of Kindness, 
Muhammad, (peace and blessings be upon him) in his 
dialogues, education and reformation. 


You will be astonished by some standpoints you will read in 
the coming pages: puzzles, admirable glamour, plain vividness, 
perfect alertness and flexibility in different aspects of education 
and reformation. 


Indeed the prophetic dialogues with many of the believers 
were so much that they are difficult to be collected in a single 
book, and are so lofty than a book should contain. ‘This is 
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owing to the fact that his life with his Companions and his 
sojourn were filled with dialogues and fragranced with debates 
in a nice manner. 


Nevertheless, I have only cut some flowers for you from the 
garden of the subject, and have selected for you some specks 
from the mine of gold which are nourishment for the souls, 
cure for the hearts and delight of the spirit. It contains the 
delight by which every tiredness is forgotten and sufficiency 
that melts every sadness. 


This is not due to the wisdom of any writer or the effort of 
an author; it is rather what the life of the Prophet, Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon him) was: Delight I could not 
have come across and joy that I could not have attained. Indeed, 
it is just one of the things of joy in what remains of the world, 
and of course, the efforts of man and his ultimate aim is but to 
arrive (at his destination) and be satisfied as ever as he remains 
(in life) for in that is cure, pleasure and good health. 


By Allah, if the Muslims show understanding and acquire 
a great deal of knowledge, the life of the Prophet, Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon him) would have been a gleaming 
torch on the sides of their houses, a light shinning upon the 
entire world and a torrent falling on all thirsty ones. 


O Allah, send your benedictions on Muhammad, his 
household and his Companions. Join me and all those who 
love him with him; make us reach his pond and be provided 
drink by the noble hand, the drink of the pious, which is the 
desire of the chosen ones, from the best of rivers, sweetest of 
drinks, and with the cleanest of containers; O Allah, grant this 
supplication. 
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Now over to examples of the conversations: 


The Second Topic: Examples of the Prophet's 
Dialogue with the Companions: 


“Your blood, my blood; your death, my death” 


Kab bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) said: “We 
slept that night (i.e. Night of Aqabah) with our people in our 
camps until after the third part of the night. Then we came 
out of our camps for the meeting with the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him). We stole out as the sand 
grouses would, hiding ourselves until we met at the mountain 
pass by the Aqabah (valley). We were seventy-three men along 
with two of our women: Naseebah bint Ka’b and Aşma bint 
‘Amr bin Adiyy. 


While we had gathered at the mountain pass waiting for 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him); he 
came to us along with Abbass bin Abdul-Muttalib who was 
still upon the religion of his people at that time even though 
he loved to be present in an affair of his nephew to ensure his 
safety. 


When he sat - and he was the first to speak (i.e. Abbass) - he 
said, ‘O people of Khazraj, verily Muhammad is from us as you 
have known, and we have protected him from those amongst 
his people who hold the line of what we view about him, so he 
is indeed of high prestige amongst his people and security in 
his town. Even though he has insisted on aligning himself with 
and coming over to you, if you are certain to fulfill the terms 
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of what you invite him to and protect him from his enemies, 
then you will have to face the consequences! But if you know 
that you will deliver him (to his enemies) and disgrace him 
after he might have come over to you, then reject him right 
away because he is surely of high-standing and security with 
his people in his city: 


Kab (may Allah be pleased with him) continued, “We said 
to him, ‘(O Abbass), we have heard what you said; but talk, O 
Messenger of Allah; choose for yourself and your Lord what 
you desire. 


Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessing be upon 
him) began to speak; he read the Qur’an, supplicated to Allah, 
crave for Islam and then, he said, ‘I seek your allegiance that 
you should protect me from what you protect your women and 
sons. 


Kab said, “Thereupon, Baraa bin Marvrur held his hand and 
said, ‘I swear by He Who has sent you with the truth, we shall 
protect you from what we protect our loincloths. Accept our 
allegiance, O Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him); by Allah, we are warriors; we have inherited that feat 
from our ancestors. 


Abu al-Haytham bin At-Tayhaan interjected while Baraa 
was still talking to the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him): ʻO Messenger of Allah, there is a pact between 
us and a people - referring to the Jews — but we shall sever it; 
if we do that and later on Allah grants you victory, will you 
return to your people and forsake us?” 


He said, “The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
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upon him) smiled and then said: “Your blood is my blood; your 
death, my death; I am from you and you are from me, I will 
wage war against whomever wages war against you and I shall 
make peace with whomever makes peace with you... 


Thereafter, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) asked them to present twelve chiefs from among 
themselves who will represent their people. They presented 
the chiefs from among themselves; nine from the Khazraj tribe 


2095 


and three from the Aws: 


‘Did Allah send you?’ 


Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) reported 
that, “We were prohibited from asking things from the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him). As 
such, we used to like it that an intelligent person comes from 
the desert to ask him (questions) while we would listen. 


So, once a man came from the desert and asked, ‘O 
Muhammad, your messenger came to us and told us that you 
say that Allah sent you’ He (peace and blessings be upon him) 
replied, “He spoke the truth? 


Then the man asked further, “Who created the heaven?’ 
He (peace and blessings be upon him) answered, ‘Allah. The 
man continued, “Who then created the earth?’ He (peace and 
blessings be upon him) replied, ‘Allah’ 


The man asked, “Who placed these mountains and put their 
contents in them?’ He - peace and blessings be upon him - 
answered, ‘Allah. 


5 Collected by Ahmad in his Musnad; no. 15515, and Al-Albaanee graded it 
authentic in his commentary on Al-Ghazaali’s Fiqhus-Seerah; no. 149. 
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The man then said, ‘I adjure you by He Who created the 
sky and the earth and placed these mountains; did Allah send 
you?’ He (peace and blessings be upon him) replied, “Yes? 


The man went ahead, ‘Your messenger also said that 
there are five obligatory prayers over us daily? He (peace and 
blessings be upon him) replied, ‘He spoke the truth? 


The Bedouin then said, ‘I adjure you by He Who has sent 
you; did Allah command you of these?’ He (peace and blessings 
be upon him) said, ‘Yes’. 


He said, “Your messenger also said that Zakah is obligatory 
upon us from our wealth’? He (peace and blessings be upon 
him) said, ‘He spoke the truth. He asked again, ‘I adjure you 
by He Who has sent you; did Allah command you of this?’ He 
(peace and blessings be upon him) answered, “Yes: 


The man asked further, “Your messenger also said that 
fasting is obligatory upon us in the month of Ramadan yearly: 
He (peace and blessings be upon him) said, “He spoke the 
truth? 


The Bedouin said, ‘I adjure you by He Who has sent you; did 
Allah command you of this? He (peace and blessings be upon 
him) said, “Yes. The man said, “Your messenger also said that 
pilgrimage to the House is obligatory for whoever has a means 
thereof’. He (peace and blessings be upon him) said, ‘He spoke 
the truth’ As he turned to leave, he said, ‘By the One Who has 
sent you with the truth, I shall not exceed those neither will I 
do less’ Thereupon, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) remarked, ‘If he acts by what he said, he will certainly 
enter the Garden.® 
6 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of Faith, Chapter of Asking 
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“May Allah forgive the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him)” 


Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 
“Some men among the Ansar said - after Allah had bestowed 
upon the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) from the wealth of the Hawazin tribe and he began to 
give some men hundreds of camels — that, “May Allah forgive 
the Messenger of Allah; he gives the Quraysh and leaves us 


29 


while our swords still drip their blood. 


Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “Thereupon, 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
was informed about their comment. He sent for them and 
assembled them under a canopy made of leather: He did not 
invite other than the Ansar to the gathering. 


After they had gathered, the Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) stood up and said, “What is this that got to 
me from you?’ Then the intelligent ones among the Ansar - 
may Allah be pleased with them all - said, ‘As for our chiefs, 
O Messenger of Allah, they did not say anything; it was the 
youngsters among us that said that may Allah forgive the 
Messenger of Allah, he gives the Quraysh and leaves us while 
our swords still drip their blood’ 


Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) said, ‘I have only given men who were just out of unbelief 
so as to endear them to the faith. Don’t you love that people 
should go home with wealth but you go with the Prophet to 
your dwellings. By Allah, what you will go home with is better 
than what they will go home with’ They replied - may Allah be 


about the Pillars of Islam; no. 38. 
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pleased with them all -, ‘ʻO Messenger of Allah, we are pleased’ 


Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) said to them, “You will be severely deprived (of your 
rights by the people); but be patient until you meet Allah and 


3) 


His Messenger, for indeed, I shall be by the pond. 
Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “But they were 


not patient.”” 
His Conversation with Ibn Ubayy, on latter’s 
death bed 


Usamah bin Zayd (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated 
that, “The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) went to visit Abdullah bin Ubayy during his illness in 
which he passed away. When he entered, he could read that 
he was near his death. So he (peace and blessings be upon 
him) remarked, ‘I had warned you regarding loving the Jews!’ 
However, Ibn Ubayy retorted, ‘Sad bin Zurarah had hated 
them but what happened (to them for his hatred)*¢!’ 


When he died, his son (who was a believer) came to the 
Messenger of Allah and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, Abdullah 
bin Ubayy has passed away, give me your cloth so that I can 
shroud him with it’ Thereupon, the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) removed his cloth and gave it to 


7 Collected by Al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as- Saheeh, in the Book of 


Warfare, Chapter on the Battle of Taif; no. 4093. 
8 “As if he meant to say that dislike for them does not bring about any harm 


nor benefit; if dislike for them was any beneficial, Sa’d bin Zurarah would not have 
died. However, it rather speaks of his own shallow understanding and rash opinion to 
think that harm or benefit is of a person’s death or otherwise.” See: ‘Awn al-Ma’bood. 
(TN) 
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him”? 


Note: I have included his dialogue with Ibn Ubayy - despite 
the latter's confirmed hypocrisy and well-known disbelief 
- because the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
counted him and other hypocrites like him as being outwardly 
among his Companions as in the hadeeth (regarding the 
hypocrites): “Let not the people say that Muhammad is killing 


his Companions? + 


“Will Rubayyi’s front-tooth be broken?” 


Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) said that, 
“Rubayyi’s - i.e. his paternal aunt - broke the front-tooth of a 
girl. Pardon was sought from the girl’s family but they refused. 
They were also offered the legislated compensation for it 
but still, they refused. They went to the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him) insisting that they wanted 
retaliation. The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) then ruled on retaliation. 


Thereupon, Anas bin An-Nadr (may Allah be pleased with 
him) said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, will Rubayyi’s front-tooth be 
broken (in retaliation)? I swear by He Who has raised you with 
the truth, her front-tooth will not be broken’ The Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said, ‘O Anas; the 
injunction of Allah in such circumstances is retaliation’ 


Later on, the people became pleased (that there should not 
be retaliation); and thereupon, the Messenger of Allah (peace 


9 Collected by Aboo Daawood in his Sunan, the Book of Funerals, Chapter 
of Visiting the Sick; no. 2733. Al-Hakim also collected it in his Mustadarak in the 
Book of Funerals; no. 1207. 

10 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh; no. 4635. 
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and blessings be upon him) said, “There is, indeed, among the 
slaves of Allah, those who if he were to swear by Allah (that 
something will or will not be done), He would fulfill it?”"* 


“What if I do not find you?” 


Jubayr bin Mut’im (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “A 
woman came to the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him) and spoke with him on a matter. He gave an 
order regarding it and she said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, what 
if I do not find you?’ He (peace and blessings be upon him) 
replied, ‘If you don't find me then go to Abu Bakr.” +? 


Ship Polish 


Jabir bin Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him) said 
that he heard the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him) say in the Year of Conquest of Makkah, while 
he was in Makkah, “Indeed Allah and His Messenger have 
prohibited trading in intoxicants, animals that fall dead, pork 
and idols.” It was said, “O Messenger of Allah, what about the 
fat of the animals that drop dead; it is used to coat ships, grease 
the body, and people light their lamps with it?’ 


He (peace and blessings be upon him) answered, “No; it 
is prohibited” Thereafter, the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) said, ‘May Allah’s curse be upon the 


11 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh, in the Book of 
Exegesis of the Qur’an — Soorah al-Baqarah, Chapter of the Statement of Allah: ‘O 
You who believe! Al-Qisas (the Law of Equality in Punishment) is prescribed for You 
In case of murder’; no. 4248. 

12 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh, in the Book of 
Clinging to the Book and the Sunnah, Chapter of Rulings that are Known With 
Indicators; no. 6963. 
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Jews; when Allah forbade its fat (i.e. of forbidden animals and 
29913 


others), they liquefied it, sold it and ate from its proceeds. 
“Those who rob the pilgrims...” 


Abu Bakrah, Nufay’ bin al-Harith (may Allah be pleased 
with him) said, “Al-Algra’ bin Habis said to the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him), ‘Indeed those who rob the pilgrims 
from the tribes of Aslam, Ghifar and Muzaynah (I think it was 
Juhaynah - Ibn Abee Yaqub, one of the reporters doubted) 
are the ones who have made allegiance to you!’ The Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) replied, “What if the clans 
of Aslam, Ghifar and Muzaynah (perhaps, Juhaynah) are better 
than the tribes of Tameem, ‘Aamir, Asad and Ghatfan who are 
failures and astray?!’ He replied, ‘Yes’! Then the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said: ‘By He in whose 
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Hands is my soul, they are better than them. 


“Do not kill him” 


Al-Miqdad bin al-Aswad reported that he said to the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him), “If I 
were to meet a man from the unbelievers and we engage in 
a fight in which he cuts one of my hands with the sword and 
then runs to take a refuge in a tree and said, ‘I have surrendered 
to Allah; should I still kill him, O Messenger of Allah, after 
he might have said that?” The Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) said, ‘Do not kill him”. 


13 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his al-Jaami’u as- Saheeh, the Book of 
Business Transactions, Chapter on Sale of Animals that Fall Dead and Idols; no. 2145. 
14 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh, the Book of 


Virtues (of the Companions), Chapter on the Mention of Aslam, Ghifar, Muzaynah 
and Juhaynah; no. 3350. 
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Puzzled, he retorted, “O Messenger of Allah! He cut one 
of my hands and said what he said after he had cut it?!’ The 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) averred, 
‘Do not kill him; if you were to kill him then he will become 
like you were before you killed him, and you will be like he was 


before he said the statement he made.” 


Enjoyment and charity 


Abu Dharr al-Gifaaree (may Allah be pleased with him) 
said that, “Some amongst the Companions of Allah’s Messenger 
(peace and blessings be upon him) said to the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him), ‘O Messenger of Allah, the wealthy 
have gotten tremendous rewards; they perform the prayers as 
we do, observe the fast as we do and they give charity from 
their excess wealth!’ He (peace and blessings be upon him) 
answered: “Hasn't Allah granted you what to give in charity? 
Certainly, every Tasbeeh (saying: Subhanallah - meaning - 
Glorious is Allah) is charity, every Takbeer (saying: Allahu 
Akbar - meaning - Allah is the Greatest) is charity, every 
Tahmeed (saying: Alhamdulillah - meaning - All praise is 
for Allah) is charity, every Tahleel (saying: La ilaha illallah - 
meaning - there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah) 
is charity, commanding good is charity, and forbidding evil is 
charity, and your cohabiting with your wives is charity. 


They asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, will anyone fulfill his 
(sexual) desire and get rewarded from that? He (peace and 
blessings be upon him) said: ‘If he were to fulfill it through 
illicit means, would he have sinned? Likewise, if he fulfilled it 


15 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his al-Jaami ‘u as-Saheeh, the Book of 
Warfare, the Chapter on of the Angels Witnessing the Battle Badr; no. 3820. 
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through legitimate means, he would have the reward”.*® 


“How will any of you earn from the wealth of his 
brother? 


Anas bin Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) reported 
that “the Messenger of Allah forbade selling of crops until they 
become grown. It was said to him, “What is its growth?’ He 
said, ‘When it ripens. Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) said, ‘If Allah were to hold back the 
crops, how will any of you earn wealth from his brother?” 1 


Good deeds of the days of Ignorance 


Hakeem bin Hizam (may Allah be pleased with him) 
reported that he asked, “O Messenger of Allah, there were some 
good deeds I used to engage in during the days of Ignorance; 
such as joining the ties of kinship, manumitting slaves, and 
giving charity. Will I have rewards thereof?” Hakeem (may 
Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said, “You have 


embraced Islam upon what you had done of goodness? t° 


A river by the door 


Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported 


16 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of Zakah, Chapter on 


Explanation that the Word, Charity, Includes All Acts of Righteousness; no. 1745. 
17 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh in the Book 


of Business Transactions, the Chapter on When A Person Sells Crops Before they 
Become Ripe; no. 2111. 

18 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his al-Jaami’u as- Saheeh in the Book of 
Manners, the Chapter on He Who would Join His Ties While in Idolatry Who then 
Embraces Islam; no. 5665. 
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that he heard the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) say, “If there is a river by the door of any of you 
wherein he washes himself five times a day, will there remain 
any dirt on him?” They chorused, “No dirt will remain on him? 
Thereupon, he (peace and blessings be upon him) explained, 
“That is the similitude of the five daily prayers; Allah cleanses 
sins with them.” 

“They are detestable acts and there are 
punishments for them” 


‘Imran bin Husayn (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 
the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said, “When 
you find an adulterer, a thief, and a drunkard, what will you say 
about them?” They replied, “Allah and His Messenger know 
better” He (peace and blessings be upon him) said, “They are 
detestable acts and there are punishments for them. However, 
should I tell you of the most heinous sins? It is joining partners 
with Allah; Allah the Exalted said: 


Oe ees 


“..and whoever sets up partners with Allah in worship, 
he has indeed invented a tremendous sin” so also is 
disobedience to both parents, 


and then he read: 
& (VE) maii ell eea J SST ol 


19 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh in the Book of Mosques, Chapter of 
Walking to Prayers Cleanses the Sins; no. 1115. 
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“Give thanks to Me and to your parents, unto me is the 
final destination.»” He (the reporter [may Allah be pleased 
with him]) said, “He (peace and blessings be upon him) 
was reclining; so he sat upright and said, ‘So also is false 
speech! So also is false speech!””° 


“What a bad reward you have given it!” 


‘Imran bin Husayn (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 
“The Thaqif tribesmen were allies with Banu Uqayl. It happened 
that the Thaqif held two men among the Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) as 
captives, while the Companions of the Messenger of Allah 
too held a man as captive from Banu Ugayl having al-Adbaa” 
with him. 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
then came upon him while the latter was in chains. The man 
called, ‘ʻO Muhammad!’ He (peace and blessings be upon him) 
went to him and asked, “What’s it? The man said, “Why have 
you held me while I have set-aside a beast for the pilgrimage?’ 
He (peace and blessings be upon him) answered, ‘(I have done 
so) to show reverence for that; I took hold of you because of 
the offence of your allies, the Thaqif tribesmen’ 


20 Collected by Ibn Hajar Al-Asqalaanee — may Allah bestow mercy on him—in 
Al-Mattalib Al-Aaliyah, Book of Faith and Oneness of Allah, Chapter of Explanation 
of Major Sins; no. 3004. He also collected something similar in Muwafagat Al-Khabar 
Al-Khubur (1/356) and said, “It is Sound and Lone from the route of Al-Hasan and 
Azeez, Paired, in the route of Qatadah. Malik also recorded the like of the Hadeeth in 
Al-Muwatta’u, the Book of Shortening the Prayers During Journeys, the Chapter of 
Actions of the Prayer; no. 409. 

21 The name of a she-camel; they were usually so named due to the slit in their 
ears. (TN) 
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Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) turned away from him. But the man called out to him, ‘O 
Muhammad! O Muhammad!’ The Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) was a merciful and tenderhearted 
person; thus, he went back to him and said, “What's it?’ He said, 
‘Tam a Muslim’ The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him) said, ‘If you had said that while you were free you 
would have been greatly successful’ Then the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him) left. 


Thereupon, the man called out again, ‘O Muhammad! O 
Muhammad’ The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) went back to him and said, “What’s it?’ He said, ‘I 
am hungry, give me food; and I am thirsty, give me water’ He 
said, “These are your needs’; and then he was ransomed with 
the two men. 


The reporter continued, “Then a woman from the Ansar 
was held in captive, and so was al-Adbaa. The woman was held 
in chains. The people used to rest their camels in front of their 
houses. The woman thus escaped one day from the chain and 
went to where the camels were. Whenever she went near a 
camel and it growled, she would leave it until she went near al- 
Adbaa; but it did not growl”. He (the reporter) said, “However, 
the camel was in a pitiable condition; yet, she climbed its rump 
and then spurred it into action. They got aware of her and she 
was chased but she outwitted them” 


He said, “However, she made a vow to Allah that if He 
saved her she would slaughter the camel. When she arrived 
in Madeenah and people saw her, they shouted, ‘Al-Adbaa, 
the camel of the Messenger of Allah (is back)!’ However, she 
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remarked that she had made a vow that if Allah saved her on 
it, she would slaughter it. So, they went to the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) and mentioned the 
matter to him upon which he said, ‘Glorified is Allah; what 
a bad reward you have given it! She made a vow that if Allah 
saves her on it she would slaughter it; there is no keeping a vow 
in sin, or regarding a thing the slave does not possess. 


In a version reported by Ibn Hujr (may Allah be pleased 
with him), it says, “A vow should not be kept if it involves 
disobedience to Allah.” 


In another version in the report of Hammad, it says, “Al- 
Adbaa belonged to a man from the “Ugqayl tribe, and it was 
from the animals set-aside for pilgrimage”. 


Also in his report it says, “She then came on a well-trained 
camel which was in a pitiable condition” 


In the report of Ath-Thaqafee, it says, “It was a well-trained 
camel??? 


“Who infected the first?” 


Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported 
that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
said, “There is no such as Adwaa?”? Thereupon, a Bedouin 
stood up and said, “What about the camel which could be as 
healthy as the deer; then a scabby camel would come to it and 
so it also becomes scabby?’ The Prophet (peace and blessings 


22 Collected by Muslim his Saheeh, Book of Vows, the Chapter on A Vow 
Should Not Be Kept If It Involves A Sin; no. 3179. 
23 That is, that disease transfer is rather intrinsic and not by the leave of 


Allah the Mighty and Sublime. It was a belief among the Arabs during the days of 
Ignorance. (TN) 
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be upon him) asked, “Who infected the first?” 


“Are you his eldest son?” 


Abdullah bin Az-Zubayr (may Allah be pleased with them 
both) narrated that a man from the Khatham tribe came to 
the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) and said, “O 
Messenger of Allah; my father embraced Islam while he had 
become very old such that he could not even mount a ride, and 
hajj was obligatory upon him. Therefore, can I perform the hajj 
on his behalf?’ The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) enquired, “Are you his eldest son?” He answered, 
“Yes”. Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) said, “If your father were to have a debt on him 
and you pay it off; will that serve?” The man replied, “Yes”; 
thus the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
said, “Then, perform the hajj on his behalf (for that will serve 
too). 


“Indeed Allah has forgiven you of the prescribed 
punishment” 


Abu Umamah al-Bahilee (may Allah be pleased with him) 
said, “The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) was in the mosque while we were sitting with him when 
a man came and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I am guilty 
of a prescribed punishment; hand it out to me? However, 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
24 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh, the Book of 


Medicine, Chapter on There is No Such As ‘Adwaa; no. 5459. 
25 Collected by Al-Bayhaqee in his As-Sunan Al-Kubraa, the Book of Hajj, 


Chapter of He Who is Weak in His Body and Cannot Mount a Ride But Who Can 
Perform the Hajj; no. 8108. 
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remained silent. 


The man said again, ʻO Messenger of Allah, I am guilty of 
a prescribed punishment, inflict it on me? Still the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) remained silent. 
Thereafter, the prayer was established. When the Prophet of 
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) had finished and left”, 
Abu Umamah (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “the man 
went after the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) and I too followed the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) to find out what he will say to the man. 


When the man got to where the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) was, he said, ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, I am guilty of a prescribed punishment, give it to me.” 


Abu Umamah (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 
“The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
then said, “Didn't you, when you left your house, perform the 
ablution perfectly?’ The man replied, “Yes, indeed, O Messenger 
of Allah’. He (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) asked 
again, “Ihen did you observe the Prayer with us?’ The man 
said, “Yes, O Messenger of Allah. Thereupon, the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessing be upon him) said to him, “Indeed 
Allah has forgiven you of the prescribed punishment - or that 
he said, ‘your sin-”?° 


“Listen to what your leader says” 


Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported 
that Sad bin ‘Ubadah al-Ansaree (may Allah be pleased with 


26 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, Book of Repentance, the Chapter of the 
saying of Allah the Exalted: ‘Verily, the good deeds remove the evil deeds’; no. 5091. 
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him) said, “O Messenger of Allah, if a man finds another man 
with his wife; should he kill him?” The Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him) replied, “No” Sad (may 
Allah be pleased with him) said, “Rather not; I swear by the 
One Who has honored you with the truth (he would rather kill 
him)!”?’ Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 


upon him) remarked, “Listen to what your leader says.” 


“Let him refrain from evil; that is also charity” 


Abu Musa al-Ash’aree (may Allah be pleased with him) 
said that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) said, “It is upon every Muslim to give charity.” It was 
said, “What if he cannot find anything to give?” He (peace 
and blessings be upon him) replied, “He should work with his 
hands, benefit himself and give charity.” It was said, “What if 
he is unable?” He (peace and blessings be upon him) answered, 
“He should aid a person in dire need.” 


He continued, “It was said, “What if he not able to do that?’ 
He (peace and blessings be upon him) said, “He should order 
what is proper or good? It was said, ‘What if he does not do 
that? The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) then remarked, ‘Let him refrain from evil; that is also 
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charity. 


27 That is, what a person would do ordinarily if he finds another man having 
an unlawful sexual interaction with his wife is to unsheathe his sword. The statement 
was made out of his strong sense of protection for his spouse. (TN) 

28 Muslim recorded it in his Saheeh, Book of Mutual Curse; no. 2841. 

29 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, Book of Zakah, the Chapter on 
Explanation that The Word, Sadaqah Includes Every Act of Goodness; no. 1747. 
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“Allah knows best what they would have done.” 


Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) said the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said, 
“Every child is born upon the Fitrah (a natural disposition to 
Islam). However, it is his parents that turn him to a Jew or a 
Christian or a polytheist” A man then said, “O Messenger of 
Allah, what if he dies before then?” The Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) then said, “Allah knows best what they 


would have done??? 


“Then you are a martyr” 


It is reported that Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased 
with him) said, “A man came to the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) and said, ʻO Messenger of Allah, 
what should I do if a man comes to me wanting to take over 
my wealth?’ The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
said, ‘Do not give your belongings to him? He asked further, 
‘What if he fights me?’ He (peace and blessings be upon him) 
replied, “You should fight him too? He enquired again, “What 
if he kills me?’ The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
answered, “Then you are a martyr’ The man asked, “What if I 
kill him (during the fight)?’ He (peace and blessings be upon 
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him) replied, “He is in the fire’ 


30 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, Book of Predestination, the Chapter 
on the Meaning of Every child was born upon Fitrah and the Ruling on the Death of 
Children of the Unbelievers’; no. 4930. 

31 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, Book of Faith, Chapter of He Who 
Seeks to Take Another Person’s Wealth Unjustly; no. 232. 
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“Hear and obey” 


Wa-il bin Al-Hadramee (may Allah be pleased with him), 
the father of Alqamah, said, “Salamah bin Yazeed Al-Ju’fee 
asked the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him), ‘O Prophet of Allah, what should we do if we have over 
us, rulers who demand for their rights (from us) but deny us 
our rights. What do you order us to do (in such situations)?’ 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) turned away from him. The man asked him again, but he 
turned away from him. Then he asked him a second or third 
time; and Al-Ashath bin Qays dragged him. Thereupon, the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said, 
‘Listen and obey, for they will bear their burdens and you will 


bear your own burdens too.”*” 


“What will you do during the time of tribulations?” 


Abu Bakrah, Nufay’ bin Al-Harith (may Allah be pleased 
with him) said, “The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him) said, “There shall be tribulations. Afterwards 
there shall be tribulations, in which the person sitting will be 
better than the person walking in it; and the person walking 
therein will be better than the person who strives therein. So, 
when the trials and tribulations descend or visit, whoever has 
camels should look after his camel, and whoever has sheep 
should take care of his sheep, and whoever has a land should 


29 


cultivate his land. 
He (the reporter) said, “So, a man said, ‘O Messenger of 


32 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of Leadership, Chapter of 
Obedience to Rulers Even If They Deny (People’s) Rights; no. 3539. 
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Allah, what should a person do if he has not camels, sheep nor 
land?’ He (peace and blessings be upon him) replied, ‘He should 
take his sword, blunt its edges with a stone and then he should 
run to safety if he is able to do so. O Allah, have I delivered? O 
Allah, have I delivered? O Allah, have I delivered?” 


The reporter continued, “Then a man said, ‘ʻO Messenger 
of Allah, what should I do if I am compelled to march along 
with one of the parties (in feud) or one of the two groups and a 
man hits me with his sword, or an arrow hits and kills me?’ He 
(peace and blessings be upon him) replied, “He (the one who 
kills you) will bear his sin and yours, and he will be from the 
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people of fire. 
“Should I seek permission from my mother?” 


Ata bin Yasaar (may Allah bestow mercy on him) said, 
“The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
was asked by a man who said, ‘ʻO Messenger of Allah, should I 
ask for permission from my mother (to enter her apartment)?’ 
The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
replied, “Yes? The man then asked, ‘But I am (always) with her 
in the house?’ The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) said, ‘Ask for permission from her (before you enter 
her apartment). 


The man then said, ‘I serve her, and the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings be upon her) answered, ‘Ask for 
permission from her; would you like to see her naked?!’ The 
man then replied, ‘No’ The Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon her) then said, ‘So, seek permission from her (to enter 


33 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of Tribulations and Signs of 
the Hour, Chapter of Descent of Tribulations Like Torrents; no. 5265. 
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her apartment).”** 


“Debt owed Allah is worthier of settlement” 


Abdullah bin Abbass (may Allah be pleased with them 
both) reported that, “A woman came to the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him) and said, ‘My mother passed away 
while she has a month’s fast on her’? He (peace and blessings be 
upon her) said, ‘If your mother has some debt on her, will you 
settle it on her behalf?’ She said, “Yes? He (peace and blessings 
be upon him) then said, ‘So, the debt owed Allah is worthier 
of settlement-”* 

“Be patient, hopeful of rewards and desirous, not 
evasive” 


Abu Qatadah (may Allah be pleased with him), narrating 
from the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) said that he (peace and blessings be upon him) stood up 
amongst them and mentioned to them that striving in the path 
of Allah and faith in Allah are the best of deeds. A man then 
stood up and asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, if I am killed in the 
path of Allah, will that expiate my sins?’ 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
said to him, “Yes; if you are killed in the path of Allah while you 
are patient, expecting rewards from Allah, desiring the fight 
not seeking a way of escape’ Afterwards, the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) asked, “What did you 


34 Collected by Malik in al-Muwatta’u, the Book of Seeking Permission (To 


Enter A House), the Chapter of Seeking Permission; no. 1750. 
35 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of Fasting, the Chapter on 


Paying Back Fasts on Behalf of the Dead; no. 2010. 
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say?’ The man answered, ‘If I am killed in the path of Allah; 
will that atone for my sins?’ 


Thereupon, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him) remarked again, “Yes; provided you are patient, 
hoping for rewards from Allah, desiring the fight and not 
seeking a way of escape except for debt; that is what Jibreel - 
peace be upon him - told me-”** 


“A horse with blaze on its face and legs” 


Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) said that, 
“The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
went to the cemetery and said, “As-Salaam Alaykum Daar 
Qaumin Mu’mineen, wa Innaa Insha Allah bikum Laahiqoon 
(Peace be upon you, home of believers, we will - by the Will of 
Allah - meet you). I wish we meet our brethren: 


They said, ‘Are we not your brethren, O Messenger of 
Allah?’ He (peace and blessings be upon him) said, “You are my 
Companions; our brethren are yet to come’ They said, ‘How 
will you recognize those who are yet to come in your Ummah, 
O Messenger of Allah?’ He (peace and blessings be upon him) 
replied, ‘Ifa man has a horse with a blaze on its face and legs 
amongst black and single-color horses; will he not recognize 
his horse?’ They replied, “Yes indeed, he will’ 


So he said, “They will indeed come with blazes on their 
faces and legs due to ablution and I shall precede them to the 


36 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of Leadership, the Chapter on 
Whosoever is Killed in the Path of Allah, His Sins Will Be Forgiven Except the Debt; 
no. 3605. 
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pond. Nay, some people will be chased away from my pond 
as the stray camel is chased off. I will call out to them, ‘Come 
over!’ But it will be said, “[hey have changed after you’ So, I 
would say, ‘Away with them! Away with them!” 


In a version it reads, “So, some people will be chased away 
from my pond??? 


“Do you have camels?” 


Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “A 
man came to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
and said, ʻO Messenger of Allah, a black child was given birth 
to for me (by my wife)’ The Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) asked, ‘Do you have camels?’ He said, 
‘Yes’; he asked, “What are their colors?’ The man answered, ‘Red? 
He enquired, ‘Is there any one with a brownish-black color 
among them?’ He responded, “Yes: He (peace and blessings be 
upon him) then asked, ‘so, where has that come from?’ The 
man replied, ‘Perhaps that was a trend of descent’ Thus, the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said, 


‘May be your son is a trend of descent.” 8 


A Lustrous Pearl from the Pearls of Dialogue 


The daughter of Hatim from Teey 


Alee bin Abee Talib (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 
“Glorified is Allah! How little are those who engage in good 


37 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of Purification, Chapter of the 
Desirability of Exceeding the Washing of the Face and Legs During Ablution; no. 398. 
38 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his Jaami’u as-Saheeh, the Book of Divorce, 


Chapter of When a Person Attempts Denying a Child; no. 5014. 
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acts! It’s amazing that a man is approached by his Muslim 
brother for a need but he will not make himself available 
for the good deed! If he does not crave for rewards nor fear 
punishment, it would have been necessary for him to hasten 
towards nobility for they lead to the safe path.” 


A man then stood up and said, “May my father and mother 
be ransomed for you, O chief of the believers; did you hear 
that from the Messenger of Allah?” He (may Allah be pleased 
with him) replied, “Yes, and something better than it: When 
the captives from the Teey tribe were brought, a woman, fair 
in complexion, with pent-up nose, straight neck, balanced 
physique and top, robust-ankles, fleshy legs, close thighs, tiny 
hips, shiny flanks and smooth back, stood up”. 


He (may Allah be pleased with him) continued, “When I 
saw her, I was astonished; so I thought that I would request 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) to 
include her in my booty. When she spoke, I forgot her beauty 
as her eloquence was captivating. 


She said, ‘O Muhammad, I feel you should let us go; do 
not make the living ones among the Arabs rejoice over my 
misfortune. I am the daughter of the head of my people, my 
father used to take care of the sacred things. He would manumit 
slaves, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, honor guests, give 
out food, spread the greetings of peace, and he never drove 
back whoever came for a need: I am the daughter of Hatim 
from the tribe of Teey- 


Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessing be upon 
him) said, ‘O bondswoman, these are the attributes of a (true) 
believer, if your father had been a Muslim, we would have 
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invoked mercy on him; but (O Muslims), free her for her father 
used to love noble character, and Allah loves noble character’ 


Thereupon, Abu Burdah bin Nayyaar (may Allah be pleased 
with him) stood up and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! He (Allah) 
loves noble character?’ Then the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) said, ‘By the One in Whose Hand 
is my soul, no one will enter the Garden except he has good 
character.” 


The Third Topic: Summary 


Certainly, the dialogues of the Prophet (peace and blessings 
be upon him) with his Companions were too noble to be 
collected in a single book, and too numerous to be completely 
explored because dialogue as one of the methods of teaching 
and a means of persuasion was a major attribute of the 
interaction of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
with his Companions - may Allah be pleased with them all -. 


As such, the Companions of the Messenger of Allah - may 
Allah be pleased with them - were trained in the school of the 
prophetic dialogue; they went through its tutelage for more than 
twenty-three years. Most of the Companions witnessed many 
exalted events in Makkah before the migration to Madeenah, 
and likewise at Hudaybiyyah. They also experienced the life of 
the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) and his dealing 
with the people; his interaction with the believers, those 
who love him, the hypocrites, the deceivers, the Jews and the 


39 Collected by al-Bayhagee in Dalail an-Nubuwwah, the Chapter of 
Delegation of Teey among Whom Were Zayd al-Khayl; no. 2080. Collected also by 
Ibn Kathir in al-Bidayah Wan-Nihayah (5/61), and he said, ‘Its text is good, but its 
chain is very strange with honorable route.’ 
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Christians. Those dialogues engendered good habits in them, 
and enviable methodology which was appealing to them. 


The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) did prepare 
them for bearing the banner after him and for an audacious 
march-on on his trail; and so, they were at the end, men, 
capable of taking on the task. 


The Companions - may Allah be pleased with them all - too 
engaged in several dialogues after the death of the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him); dialogues that 
involved many daring events and great occurrences. They 
referred their affairs to the Book of Allah the Mighty, and the 
narrations of His Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him). 
So, they attained the peak of guidance and apex of tranquility. 


That was manifested when they gathered in the pavilion 
of the Saaidah tribe. Opinions were expressed and the matter 
was settled after dialogue and consultation which they had 
learnt from the school of the first master of dialogue, Prophet 
Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him). 


Subsequently, the Companions - may Allah be pleased 
with them all - spread across (the world); they journeyed in 
different directions as pious scholars teaching the people the 
simpler aspects of knowledge before the more demanding 
areas, spreading guidance and high sense of morality before 
knowledge and speech. They were strivers, hopeful of rewards 
(from Allah). They attained the utmost in bravery, questing for 
death in its right place, renouncing the (pastimes of the) world 
and desirous of what is with Allah, the Exalted. 


They were devout slaves who would fast during the day and 
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stay awake in the nights (observing the late-night prayers). 
Whenever they remembered Allah, they would be shaken like 
the trees on windy days. To Allah be the glory for all their 
actions, and May Allah be pleased with them all: those among 
them who migrated before the Victory over Makkah and 
those who accepted Islam afterwards - and for each of the two 
groups, Allah has promised tremendous rewards... 
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The Sixth Section 
His Dialogue with the Adolescents 


First Topic: Preamble and Level Playing Ground 
for the Dialogue 


Preamble: 


Adolescence is characterized with haughtiness. It is the 
stage of full activity of the human sexual instincts and the 
gleam of man’s psychological and intellectual development. 
Most of the adolescents today - with the absence of virile 
education and systemized candor - are suddenly confronted 
by this strong physical and psychological change. 


Thus, they are driven by burning insatiable desires to the 
realization of personal essence and satiation of the ego. The 
fierce desire also drives them into the traps of the opposite sex, 
in sinful interactions, free from all behavioral restrictions or 
civilized manners. As such, some of them would overstep all 
bounds of acceptable behavior and nobility! 


Due contemplation points to the fact that most drug addicts 
fall within the rank of the adolescents, young persons, and 
most sexual, psychological and intellectual deviations evolve 
and take shape during this dangerous and delicate stage in life. 


Therefore, the adolescent stage is the most dangerous stage 
in the life of man and that with the most profound effect on 
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his life. Therefore, we will be able to speculate the success of 
a nation or the fall of another, when we consider what the 
society does with its educational foundations and institutions. 
Similarly, by looking at the fathers and mothers, those who 
have been entrusted with nurturing the infants, taking care of 
the toddlers and training the kids to become good seeds before 
they are sent to schools. If you find diligence, sincere concern 
and focus in both, then you should know that that nation will 
grow and rise. 


However, if you find carelessness with children and their 
spiritual and intellectual development, and transference of 
infants and adolescents to the TV from where they have drinks 
of perdition, and watch numerous games from which they 
get inspiration for violent and destructive traits; games with 
which they waste their time and become addicted to, lose their 
(natural) freedom and purity, know then that the nation will 
not grow and its people will not develop - except if Allah wills 
otherwise. Allah says: 


g (Yy) Bias seh KE ais 


‘And your Lord is a Guard over everything.” (As-Saba: 21) 


Level Playing Ground for the Dialogue 


Many of the Companions of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) were youths, and the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him) and these youths were the cynosure 
of the eyes of the kids and the adolescents. They took after 
them, learnt adult manners from them, and look up to them 
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for emulation as is typical of that age range. 


Therefore, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
was close to the adolescents while they too would come near 
him. He (peace and blessings be upon him) used to take them 
to his side while they too were ready to be on his side; they 
would compete to serve him - peace and blessings be upon 
him - and be in his company. 


A keen researcher into the noble biography of the Messenger 
of Allah would observe that the manner of his dealings with the 
adolescents was virile. One will be amazed at the level it placed 
them and the obstructions that it removed such that lads and 
adolescents were from the closest persons to the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him). They would remain 
with him day and night, during journeys and while home, in 
serious situations and during play. 


They would stay with him overnight and sleep by his side. 
They would share his quarters; he would sleep in a cramped 
place and would give room for any youth wanting to learn 
manners or striving towards perfection. The youths would 
carry his kettle for him and bring him his ablution utensil. 
They used to do that so that they could watch his manner 
of performing the ablution and his ways and means in the 
darkness of the night in the absence of the watching glare, 
companion and student. 


Abdullah bin Abbass (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 
“I stayed overnight with my maternal aunt, Maymunah; and 
I said (to myself that) I shall see the manner of the prayer of 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him). 
A pillow was then got for the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
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blessings be upon him) and he slept on its length. Later on, he 
began to wipe off sleep from his face, and he read the last ten 
verses in Soorah Aal-Imraan until he finished them. 


Thereafter, he went towards a hung water-skin, took it and 
began to perform ablution. Then he rose to observe prayer. So, 
I stood up and did the like of what he did and came and stood 
by his side. He placed his hand on my head, got hold of my ear 
and started turning it. Then he observed two-unit of prayers, 
and two again, another two, two, two once again, and two once 
more, and then he followed with an oddt 


Similarly, the young ones among the companions used 
to accompany him - peace and blessings be upon him - on 
journeys during which they would be in the nearest quarters 
to him, resting against his noble back, his flagrant breath 
and nice body. At times, a beast of burden would do as if it 
wanted to cause one of them to fall and so, he would extend 
both his hands. The Chosen one - peace and blessings be upon 
him - would clasp him around his back and belly and put his 
cheek on the lad’s back indicating the nearest and warmest of 
friendship and affection. 


Occasionally, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him) would extend his hand to hold the back of a lad 
or his head so that he does not fall from the back of the beast as 
the animal moves along. By Allah, tell me who the man could 
have been, what kind of person was he? Do you still need any 
observation regarding the level playing field for dialogue? 


1 Collected by Recorded by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jami as-Saheeh, the Book 
of Tafseer, the Chapter on the Statement of Allah the Exalted Mighty: ‘Those who 
remember Allah (always, and in prayers) standing, sitting, and lying down on their 
sides...’; no. 4312. 
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The level playing ground is already clearly established 
for dialogues, the hurdles are scaled and as such, there are 
no needs for asking for level field for discourse. The matter 
is rather an interaction of souls, physical intermingling and a 
blend of breaths. So, what other ground is better for dialogue 
than this?! 


Therefore, in the coming pages, I shall present to you, 
dear reader, a little from the most appealing and sweetest 
examples of dialogues with adolescents and youths. I shall 
try to highlight the principles and solid foundations which 
could be derived from the instances so that they will serve 
as light with which we will be guided in relating with the 
adolescents and our enthusiastic sons and daughters. The 
points of benefits will also provide us the means and correct 
approach to understanding the world-view of adolescents and 
how to handle the cornerstones which form the basis for their 
understanding of life and people. 


The Second Topic: Examples of the Prophet's 
Dialogue with Young Persons 


A Strange Request 


Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “A 
young boy came to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) and said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, permit me to fornicate’! 
The people turned towards him and rebuked him; they said, 
‘Stop that!’ 


However, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
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said, ‘Bring him close’ The lad went nearer to the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) who asked him to sit 
down. So, he - peace and blessings be upon him - asked him, 
‘Would you like it for your mother?’ The lad replied, “No, by 
Allah, may Allah make me your ransom!’ 


Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) said, ‘People too will not like it for their mothers!’ He 
asked further, “Would you like for your daughter?’ The lad 
replied, No, by Allah, may Allah make me your ransom!’ 
Thereupon, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) remarked, ‘Likewise, the people will not like it for 
their daughters. 


He (peace and blessings be upon him) said, “Would you like 
it for your sister?’ The lad responded, ‘No, by Allah, may Allah 
make me your ransom!’ So, the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) answered, ‘Similarly, the people will 
not like it for their sisters: 


The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) asked 
him, “Would you like it for your paternal aunt?’ The lad said, 
‘No, by Allah, may Allah make me your ransom!’ Therefore, 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
retorted, “The people will not like it for their paternal aunts as 
well? 


The Messenger (peace and blessings be upon him) said 
again, “Would you like it for your maternal aunt?’ The young 
boy replied, “No, by Allah, may Allah make me your ransom!’ 
He (peace and blessings be upon him) then noted, “People too 
will not like it for their maternal aunts’ 
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After all that, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him) placed his hand on him and said: ʻO Allah, 
forgive him, cleanse his heart and make his private part chaste’ 
Thereafter, the lad never thought of anything (like that). 


Analysis of the Text 


The heart of this young lad was burning with drive. He was 
full of strength and other manly qualities with strong inclination 
and craving. However, he also had faith and consciousness of 
Allah the Exalted which puts down the cravings: his life was 
confused. The mind bore serious cravings and strong emotions, 
yet these emotions and those desires would not drive him to 
transgress what he knew of the prohibition of falling into sin. 
Likewise, what had become engrained in his heart in terms of 
the belief that Allah sees and encompasses him holds him back 
from falling into the evil act. 


So, he was confused and could not decisively refrain from 
hearkening to what the soul was inviting him to. Thus, he went 
to the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
to ask for permission from him. 


The young boy then came to seek his permission, knowing 
fully well that the act for which he wanted to seek permission 
was forbidden. He only wanted to seek a special permission for 
himself. He thought there was no man on earth who suffered 
distress and fear as he. Thus, he said it clearly and courageously, 
“O Messenger of Allah, permit me to fornicate”! 


Just like that; without an introduction or link! 


2 Collected by Imam Ahmad in his Musnad, the Musnad of the man from the 
Ansar; no. 21676. 
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People’s reaction towards the questioner and his 
request 


People saw him and heard his request; so they rebuked him, 
(as if they were saying), ‘should you ask this from this kind of 
man?! You are asking an odious thing from a noble man; you 
ask for permission to engage in filth from a pure man?!’ 


When the people rebuked him, the teacher of guidance and 
best of trainers stopped them: May Allah bestow His enormous 
benedictions on the Messenger of Allah, the best of teachers. 


The Trainer (peace and blessings be upon him) heard the 
people's scolding him, and saw their rage with him and called 
the lad away from them. The young man quickly answered the 
call of the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) due to the severe censure he had heard of the people and 
the rage he noted on the faces of the Companions. So, he went 
near the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) and sat down. 


The generous Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
turned towards him - and his habit was that when he talked to 
a person, he (peace and blessings be upon) would turn to the 
person, completely facing him. Then the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him) began a dialogue with this 
fellow of ours - may Allah be pleased with him. 


He expressed himself gradually, in few words of questioning 
that also gave room for freedom of response. There were also 
pauses between the questions and the answers, so that there 
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would be time for contemplation and patience. 


Meekness, tranquility and mercy characterized the 
estimation of the Able trainer (peace and blessings be upon 
him) regarding the questioner and what he asked for; as if he 
said, “what you are requesting is a great door to evils driven 
by big fire of desire whose door must be closed and whose 
windows must all be shut so that there would not remain in 
his heart, after the blockage, any other deviant attachment”. 
However, how will the cure and safety be achieved? 


The way-out was persuasion; by awakening the intellect 
at the expense of the desire, and by arousing the will at the 
expense of weakness. 


Beginning of the dialogue: 


The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) started the 
dialogue with the young boy by mentioning the noblest and 
most beloved person to the heart of every living person. He 
(peace and blessings be upon him) asked: “Do you like it for 
mother?” As if to say, “this great matter for which you seek 
to be granted permission; is it something you will like for the 
most beloved woman to you, your mother?!” 


Why did he begin with the mother? 


The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) began with 
the mother in order to arouse attention and stir the senses to 
their optimum. 


The answer came swiftly, conclusively along with swearing 
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with Allah the Exalted; he said, “By Allah, O Messenger of 
Allah” followed by an announcement of love that had a secret 
indication: “May Allah make me a ransom for you”. It was as 
if he was saying, “No; By Allah, I do not like it for my mother. 
May Allah make me a ransom for you! Don't say this, O my 
beloved one and my Prophet regarding the most beloved 
woman to my heart, my mother, for whose honor blood can be 
let and souls can be taken.” 


Then response came from the Prophet: ‘I have understood 
your wish’ 


“O you, this high sense of protection you have for your 
mother which became apparent from your quick and decisive 
answer fills the hearts of all men?!” So he (peace and blessings 
be upon him) said, “People too will not like it for their mothers!’ 
He wanted the young boy to look at what was farther than the 
issue he asked about because behind the issue are great evils 
and a dangerous wild bush. 


The matter did not end at the boundary of the priceless 
thing, the mother; the intention of the honorable trainer (peace 
and blessings be upon him) was to cure the heart of the lad and 
completely divert his attention away from this door of evil. 


The dialogue went on to include all dear and lovely 
ones (among the womenfolk) to the heart of the young boy 
according to their closeness to his heart and status before 
him: “your daughter”, “your sister’, “your paternal aunt” and 
“your maternal aunt”. So if you will not like it for your close 
relatives among those prohibited to you in marriage, similarly, 
the people do not like it for their near relations. And is there 
a woman in any land except that she is one man’s mother or 
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daughter of another man, or the sister of a third or paternal 
aunt of the fourth man and maternal aunt of the fifth person?! 


This sense of protection, O lad, that fills your entire ribs, 
also fills the ribs of the men of the land and people of the 
district! If it pains you, it also pains them likewise. If you do 
not see in any land a woman that has no blood relationship 
with this or that person; then can you find any permission for 
what you are asking for?! 


The answer was, at that moment, reverberating within 
the lad; the matter had become clear to him but the soul is 
connected to the matter. From here, the strong desire of 
the honorable trainer (peace and blessings be upon him) to 
remove the doubt and whatever attachment was left becomes 
clearer. So, “he (peace and blessings be upon him) placed his 
hand on him’, perhaps it was on his head or chest or shoulder: 
a sympathetic touch from a noble hand upon the body of the 
young boy accompanied with a merciful look from the merciful 
teacher (peace and blessings be upon him)! 


The kind touch and the glance of mercy engendered a 
supplication that removed the strong passion and desire for 
sins which was in the heart of this fellow of ours: “O Allah, 
forgive him, cleanse his heart and make his private part chaste.” 


So what remains; do you think or can you imagine that 
there would remain any forbidden desire in him after all these? 
Or will you still find our fellow - may Allah be pleased with 
him - with sinful thoughts? 


Well, that was the report and this is the result for you: 
Thereafter, the lad never thought of anything (like that)! 
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“Pledge allegiance, O Salamah” 


Salamah bin al-Akwa (may Allah be pleased with him) 
said, “We arrived Hudaybiyyah with the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him), and we were one hundred 
and fourteen in number with only fifty goats which cannot 
suffice the group.” He continued, “Then the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him) sat at the rim of the well 
and either supplicated or spat into it? 


Salamah - may Allah be pleased with him - said: “Then 
the water began to gush out and so we gave water (to our 
beasts), and we also drank. He said further, “Afterwards the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) invited 
us to pledge allegiance to him by the root of the tree.” He said, 
“So, I swore allegiance to him and I was the first person to do 
so. Thereupon, he started taking the pledge of the rest of the 
people until he got to the midst of the people and said, ‘pledge 
allegiance, O Salamah.” 


He said, “I said, ‘I have sworn allegiance to you, O Messenger 
of Allah; I was amongst the first people’? But the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) remarked, ‘Once 
more.” He said, “The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him) saw me being distinct (from others)” - i.e. he 
had not any weapon with him. He said, “So, the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) gave me a shield and 
went on with the allegiance. When he was by the last person 
he said, ‘won't you pledge allegiance to me, O Salamah?” He - 
may Allah be pleased with him - said, “I said, ‘I have pledged 
allegiance to you already, O Messenger of Allah; from amongst 
the first people and later, from the middle people’? He (peace 
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and blessings be upon him) said, ‘Once again.” 


Ibn al-Akwa’ - may Allah be pleased with him - continued, 
“Then I pledged allegiance to him the third time and he then 
said to me, ‘O Salamah, where is your shield that I gave you?’ 
I answered, ‘O Messenger of Allah, my uncle, ‘Aamir, met me 
while he (too) was unarmed so I gave it to him.” He said, “The 
Messenger of Allah then laughed and said, “You are like what 
the first one said: O Allah, give me a lover more beloved to me 


2» 


than my soul. 


Salamah bin al-Akwa’ - may Allah be pleased with him 
- said, “Subsequently, the unbelievers sent a message to us 
about negotiating a treaty such that we could walk beside one 
another, and we concluded the treaty”? 


Leftover from the Prophet’s Drink 


Sahl bin Sad as-Saaidee - may Allah be pleased with them 
both - said, “A drinking vessel (containing a drink) was brought 
to the Prophet and he drank from it. On his right was a lad 
that was the youngest among the people while the elderly ones 
were on his left. So, he (peace and blessings be upon him) said, 
‘O young boy, would you permit me to give it to the elders?’ 
The young boy answered, ‘I will not give my share from you 
to anyone, O Messenger of Allah’ So the Messenger of Allah 


(peace and blessings be upon him) gave it to him? * 


“I will stay overnight with the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him)” 


3 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of Jihad and Journey, Chapter 
on Battle of (River) of Qarad and Others; no. 3473. 
4 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh, Book of 


Sharecropping, the Chapter of Drinks; no. 2247. 
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Rabiah bin Ka’b al-Aslamee - may Allah be pleased with 
him - related that: “I would stay overnight with the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) and provide his 
ablution vessel and other needs. Once, he said to me: ‘Ask (for 
anything). I said: ‘I ask for your companionship in the Garden? 
But he said, ‘Or something else’ I answered, ‘No, it is that’ He 
- peace and blessings be upon him - then said: ‘Support me 


about yourself with much prostrations.” 


A Lustrous Pearl from the Pearls of Dialogue 


“What happened to the rope of your camel?” 


Khawwaat bin Jubayr (may Allah be pleased with him) 
said: “We stopped over with the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) at Marra-Zahran (during a journey)? 
He went on, “I came out of my tent and suddenly saw some 
women having a discussion. That amazed me, so I went back 
and took my bag and brought out a garment from it. I put it on, 
and went and sat with them. 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
then came out of his tent and said, ‘O Abu Abdullah; what 
made you to sit with them?’ When I saw the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him), I became afraid of 
him and I got disorganized. I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, a 
camel of mine got strayed and I am looking for its rope’ The 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) then 
went on and I followed him. Then he threw his robe at me and 
entered the thick of Arak trees. It is as if I can see the whiteness 


5 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Chapter of the Virtues of Prostration 
and Encouragement Towards It; no. 754. 
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of his back amidst the greenness of the Arak. 


He evacuated his bowels there, performed the ablution and 
came back while water dripped from his beard to his chest. 
Then he (peace and blessings be upon him) said, ‘ʻO Abu 
Abdullah, what happened to the rope of your camel?’ Then we 
continued the journey. Whenever he met me during the travel, 
he would say, ‘As-Salam Alaykum (peace be upon you), O Abu 
Abdullah, what happened to the rope of that camel? When 
I saw that, I hastened my movement into Madeenah, stayed 
away from the mosque and avoided sitting near the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him). 


After sometime, I considered a time that the mosque would 
be free; so I came to the mosque and stood up to observe 
prayer. Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) came out suddenly from one of his apartments 
and observed two light units of prayer. However, I prolonged 
mine with the hope that he would go and leave me; but the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said, 
“You may lengthen (the prayer) for as long as you desire, O Abu 
Abdullah, I shall not leave until you finish’ 


Then I said to myself, ‘By Allah, I shall apologize to the 
Messenger of Allah and comfort him? So, when he - peace 
and blessings be upon him - said, ‘as-Salam Alaykum (peace 
be upon you), O Abu Abdullah, what happened to the rope of 
your camel?’ I answered, ‘I swear by He Who has sent you with 
the truth, that camel never escaped since I became a Muslim? 
Then he said, ‘May Allah have mercy on yow; he (peace and 
blessings be upon him) said it three times, and did not mention 
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all that had transpired before.” 


The Third Topic: Summary 


The first point of benefit from these excellent stories is the 
close proximity, which is essential, between the adolescents 
and the trainer whether the latter is a father or a teacher or an 
elder brother. 


Thus you would observe from the foregoing that the young 
people were always in the company of the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him). They were all-time pupils in his school, 
an all-time school, in which the pupil hardly left the teacher. 
The adolescents would not stay away from their teacher; they 
were always with him during journeys and at home. They 
would interact with him day and night because human souls 
pass through different facets of life and change due to the 
happenings and events in life. 


Many are the intelligent pupils in schools during the day 
who when the night falls, fail in the first exam such that his 
efforts during the day goes in vain? The student's intelligence 
fades away as a result and failure becomes his lot; in the night 
and later on, during the day. How many young persons have 
become lost, and how many adolescent has fallen from the 
ladder of glory due to evil companionship during the night?! 


Therefore it is imperative for the trainers and teachers to give 


6 Collected by At-Tabaraanee in al-Mu’jam al-Kabeer, the Chapter of Letter 
Kha; no. 4033. Al-Haythamee also cited it in Majma’u az-Zawaaid, (9/404) and said, 
‘It was recorded via two routes; the narrators of each chain were men of authentic 
reports except Al-Jarraah bin Makhlad who is trustworthy.’ Al-As’bahaanee in 
Ma’rifah as-Sahabah collected something similar; no. 2257. 
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some time on certain days and nights for direct communication 
with the youths, youngsters and the adolescents so that they 
will have a touch of change of their simplicity and variety of 
their passion. 


Many are the chivalrous youths from whom nobility is 
expected and steadfastness; you will find them at home among 
the best of the youths and men, but when they travel and stay 
away from their country you find them failing, falling into 
destructive sins. The hopes become shattered just because 
he was away from the country and family. Consequently, the 
leading instructors and best of teachers would have space in 
their travel notes for a young chap; they travel in the company 
of (at least) an adolescent. As such, during the journey, the 
character of the youth becomes clearly known to the teacher 
with the hitherto hidden aspects of his dispositions. 


The journey is only so called (safar, from sa-fa-ra meaning: 
he unveiled, brought out, inthe Arabic lexicon) because it reveals 
the people's true character; it brings out his praiseworthy traits 
or its opposites. Also, journey is a lifetime opportunity for the 
teacher to directly observe the true picture of the pupil’s soul 
and its reflections so that he could guide him directly towards 
noble manners and praiseworthy attitudes thereby polishing 
and brushing up his tainted and deteriorated aspects. 


So, the training received during travels is strong and its 
effects on the soul of the youth are lasting and unending. 


Oftentimes, you would read in the biography of the 
Prophet of Mercy (peace and blessings be upon him) from the 
statements of reporters that: 
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“I stayed overnight in the house of my maternal aunt?” 


And that “the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
made me ride behind him on his beast.”® 


And that, “I slept overnight in the house of the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him).”® 


And, “I accompanied the Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him) during a journey and I did not see him 
observing the optional prayers (of the fore-noon and evenings) 
on journeys.’”° 


And that, “I was in the company of the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him); and he would not observe 
more than two units of the (obligatory) prayer (except Magrib) 
while on the journey.’ 


And, “Once I was behind the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) and he said, “O lad, I want to teach 
you some words...”1? 


And many others, similarly... 


7 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh; no. 116 from Abdullah 
bin Abbass (may Allah be pleased with them both). 

8 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh; no. 2331 from Abdullah bin Abbass 
(may Allah be pleased with them both). 

9 Collected by Abu Awaanah in his Mustakhraj; no. 1820 also from Abdullah 
bin Abbass (may Allah be pleased with them both). 

10 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh; no. 1063 from Ibn 
Umar (may Allah be pleased with them both). 

11 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his al-Jami’ as-Saheeh; no. 1064 from Ibn 
Umar (may Allah be pleased with them both). 

12 Collected by at-Tirmidhee in his Sunan; no. 2529 from Ibn Abbass (may 
Allah be pleased with him). 
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The Prophetic Principles in Having Conversations 
with Youths from the Stories Mentioned: 
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Giving appropriate time to the adolescent for him to 
encompass what is intended and understand the goals. 


Understanding the unusual circumstances that the 
adolescents face; when self-desires overwhelm him, 
dominance of hastiness in the stead of carefulness, taking 
risks as opposed to use of wisdom. 


Leniency, ambivalence and cheerfulness are gladly 
accepted by many people than harshness. They create 
more impacts on the youths and the adolescents, and are 
more essential for their training. 


You should tolerate repetition of mistakes by the 
adolescent due to the overbearing influence of the push 
on him, and absence of complete wisdom and being 
gradual as they ascend the ladder (of growth). 


Physical contact and touch with the adolescent, and 
noting the places of sensitivity in him and origins of 
influence in his body among which are his chest, head, 
ear and cheeks. 


Slowing down talks with him for he might have been 
overwhelmed by overzealousness and emotions. This 
will quench the surge of the soul and the burning natural 
instinct. 

Leniency is one of the basic rules of human interactions; 
so the lesser a persons experience, the more he requires 
to be shown lenience during interactions. 


The Seventh Section 


+ 
A His Dialogue in His 
* a ° House 
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The Seventh Section 
His Dialogue in His House 


The First Topic: Preamble and Level Playing 
Ground for the Dialogue 


Preamble: 


Indeed homes are havens where man finds relief from 
the troubles of work. They are the shades man take after the 
strenuous midday exertion. A pious woman is a resort to which 
the husband returns and from whom he gets cordial reception, 
great pleasure and satisfaction in the evening. 


People change in the course of events, so man finds love 
in the home after estrangement, rest after much-ado, and bliss 
after failure. There is in the civilization and adage of nations, 
this statement that: ‘Behind every great man there is a great 
woman. 


How can he become great if he returns to his house and 
place of refuge to find evil, and to be faced with harm?! He 
would come back from the midday toil to a burning irritation! 
How will he be happy, and when will he get rest? To return 
from human scolding to estrangement and aversion; how can 
he be productive and successful?! 


When you describe a person with praiseworthy attributes 
such as intellectual opulence, far-sightedness, excellent 
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stewardship and perfect courtesy, it is may not be appropriate 
to form an opinion about him from what he does in the 
gatherings of people. Your judgment should rather be based on 
what he does in his home, for a man expresses himself naturally 
in his home and in it, his personality is instinctively exhibited." 


Level Playing Ground for the Dialogue: 


Allah the Exalted said about marital relationship: 


& (NAV) SE ited ashy aii td ó p 


“They are Libas? for you and you are the same for them.” 
(Al-Bagarah: 187). 


So, He the Mighty describes the wife as being a part of the 
heart, and a part of the soul, and that she is a great blessing and 
honorable gift from Allah the Mighty: 


(oS ba by ST ead i a) bs ably» 
jedi coal 5p babi 8s cat Eom 


4 (VY) SE ab ail ats shah 


‘And Allah has made for you, wives of your own kind, and 
has made for you, from your wives, sons and grandsons, 


1 For details, see the book, Kitaab Asraar Al-Qiyaadah Wa At-Ta’theer 
(Secrets of Leadership and Influence) (pp.162-162). 
2 That is, you enjoy the pleasure of living with them. (TN) 
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and has bestowed on you good provision. Do they then 
believe in false deities and deny the Favor of Allah?” (An- 
Nahl: 72). 


Indeed the spousal relationship is the strongest and nearest 
between any two persons. Who else among the close ones can 
mingle the way spouses mix, and have secret talks the way pure 
and chaste lovers do? 


A man can distance himself from his mother and from 
his father as well, and leave his brothers, but when he accepts 
a woman (as his wife) then a condition becomes established 
whereby he cannot separate himself from her nor desert her. 
Death alone can, in such situations, cause a separation between 
them. By Allah, what name can be given to this tie? And what 
an honorable intimacy it is! 


One may hide his worries from his brothers, but he cannot 
hide them from his spouse. A person may bear all the sufferings 
in front of people including members of the family, both close 
and distant relations. But in his home, he may shed tears and 
grow very sad, and would conduct himself in her presence as 
if he is alone. 


The woman too finds in her husband a loving person, most 
trusted friend, and sympathetic father, an affectionate brother 
to whom she can diffuse her sadness and passion, and towards 
whom she can show her happiness and bliss and from whom 
she cannot conceal her heartsease and expectations. 


Therefore, what level ground for dialogue shall we still talk 
about while the gulf has receded, the bodies have intermingled, 
souls have mixed together and hindrances have been removed? 
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Indeed, the spouses do not need a level field for conversation; 
they are one single entity, one essence, one soul and one spirit. 


The Second Topic: Examples of the Prophet's 
Dialogue in His Home 


A Trembling Heart 


The first conversation the Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) engaged in after getting the mighty mandate and 
the most important assignment (of telling the people about 
Islam) was the one that took place between him - peace and 
blessings be upon him - and his intelligent wife, Khadeejah - 
may Allah be pleased with her. 


The great verses of Soorah al-Iqra were revealed to him 
while he was alone in seclusion in the cave: “The Messenger 
of Allah went back with the verses while his jugular veins 
trembled. He was in that state until he went in to Khadeejah. 
He said, ‘Cover me up! Cover me up’ So, they wrapped him 
up until the fear disappeared. Then he said to Khadeejah, ‘O 
Khadeejah, what is wrong with me; I fear for myself?’ 


Thereupon, he (peace and blessings be upon him) narrated 
all that happened. Khadeejah - may Allah shower blessings on 
her - remarked, ‘Never; glad tidings to you. By Allah! Allah 
will never disgrace you. By Allah! You join ties of kinship, you 
speak the truth, take care of all, clothe the poor, receive your 


guest well, and you assist on all acts of goodness”? 


3 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh, the Book of Tafseer of 
Qur’an; no. 4685. 
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Analysis of the text 


Khadeejah: does this name remind you of anything? Does 
it not remind you of the great event of the flow of light, the 
descent of mercy and joy from Allah the Exalted? 


When the Influential descended with the Clear Light, the 
veins of its receiver trembled, his blood pumped to receive 
it. His heart took the breath of revelation: polytheism and 
ignorance faded way. However, because of the extent of his 
happiness and the weight of what he was charged with, he 
scrambled between joy for the revelation that came upon him 
and worry about (the challenge of delivering) the message. 


Thus, the pure heart shivered due to the cold of the revelation 
and the heat of the responsibility. The heart trembled. However, 
be patient for the matter did not end there. If the heart chilled, 
there was warmth in the home that would take away the cold 
completely, and if it shook, there was a haven of tranquility 
that would remove the agitations. Indeed, Khadeejah - may 
Allah be pleased with her - was at home. 


Khadeejah, the threshold of success upon which the new 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) stepped to attain 
the pinnacle of prophethood; she was the warm shelter that 
wrapped up the trembling heart. 


Khadeejah, the far-reaching message that gladdened the 
heart of the One Wrapped Up - peace and blessings be upon 
him - and brought tranquility to the spirit of the One under the 
Blanket. She calmed him, saying: “By Allah! Allah will never 
disgrace you. By Allah, you connect ties of kinship, speak the 
truth, take care of all, and clothe the poor. You receive your 
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guest well and assist on all acts of goodness as well.” 


She - may Allah be pleased with her - was the pillar that 
backed up the new Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him). 
She was, indeed, like a ladder and staircase of tranquility upon 
which the great commander stood during those critical and 
difficult times.* 


“My eyes sleep but not my Heart” 


Abu Salamah bin Abdur-Rahman (may Allah shower 
blessings on him) said that he asked Aaisha - may Allah be 
pleased with her -: “How was the Prayer of the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) in Ramadan?” She 
replied, “The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) would not exceed eleven units of prayer in Ramadan or 
in other months. He would observe four - and do not ask about 
their beauty and length, then he would pray another four - 
do not ask about their beauty and length, and then he would 
perform three.” 


Aaisha - may Allah be pleased with her - said: “I said, O 
Messenger of Allah, do you sleep before you observe the Witr 
(an odd-number prayer)?” He (peace and blessings be upon 
him) replied: “O Aaisha, indeed my eyes sleep but not my 
heart.”° 


“Be lenient” 


Aaisha - may Allah be pleased with her - said, “The Jews 


4 See the book of Asraar Al-Qiyaadah Wa At-Tha’theer (Secrets of Leadership 
and Influence)(pp. 159-160). 
5 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh, the Book of The 


Travelers’ Prayer, Chapter on the Late-Night Prayer; no. 1264. 
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came to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) and 
said: “As-Saam Alaykum (i.e. death upon you). The Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) replied: ‘Wa 
Alaykum (i.e. ‘and upon you too)”. Aaisha then said: “Death 
upon you. May Allah curse you all and may He vent His anger 
upon you!” 


So, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) said: “Take it easy, O Aa isha; you should be lenient. Do 
not be harsh nor utter foul statement.” She - may Allah be 
pleased with her - said: “didn’t you hear what they said?’ The 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) replied: 
“Didn't you hear what I said too? I sent it back to them. My 
own supplication will be answered against them and theirs will 
not be answered against me?’ 


“Relationship by fosterage is established when 
the suckling satisfies hunger” 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated that, “The 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) came 
in to me while a man was together with me. The Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) asked, ‘O Aaisha, who 
is this?’ I replied: “My foster brother’ He - peace and blessings 
be with him - then remarked, ʻO Aaisha; check whom your 
brothers are because (relationship by fosterage only counts) 


when the suckling (satisfies) hunger.”’ 


6 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh, the Book of 
Supplications, Chapter on the Statement of the Prophet (peace and blessing be upon 
him): “Our supplication will be answered”; no. 6060. 

7 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh, the Book of Witnesses, 
Chapter on Confirming Lineage; no. 2527. 
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“Wind and cloud” 


Aaisha - may Allah be pleased with her -, the wife of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said: “I never saw 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessing be upon him) 
laugh such that I saw his epiglottis; he would only smile.” She 
said: “He was such that any time he saw a cloud or wind; it was 
noticed in his countenance.” 


She (peace and blessings be upon her) asked, “O Messenger 
of Allah, when the people see the cloud they are glad, hoping 
that it will rain; but I notice that when you see it, apprehension 
is seen on your face?” The Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessing be upon him) then said: “O Aaisha, what assures me 
there is no punishment in it? Some people were destroyed by 
wind. They saw the punishment but said, 


(VE)... Whe Ble rs G 


“This is coming cloud that will give us rain?” 


“What a bad fellow of his family” 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) said, “A man asked 
for permission from the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) to enter his presence. When the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) saw him, he said: “What a bad fellow 
of his family, and son of a bad fellow. However, when he sat 


8 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his al-Jami’ as-Saheeh, the Book of Tafseer 
of the Qur’an, the Chapter of Allah’s Statement: “Then, when they saw it as a dense 
cloud coming towards their valleys, they said: “This is a cloud bringing us rain!” no. 
4563. 
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down, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) was 
cheerful and playful with him. 


When the man went away, Aaisha (may Allah be pleased 
with her) wondered, “O Messenger of Allah, when you saw the 
man, you said such-and-such, and later you became cheerful 
with him?”° Thus the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessing 
be upon him) said: “O Aaisha, when did you know me to be a 
foul-speaker? Indeed the worst of people before Allah on the 
Day of Resurrection is he who is forsaken by the people out of 
fear for his evil? t° 


“Wont they look at one another?” 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) narrated that, “I 
heard the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) say: ‘People will be resurrected on the Day of Resurrection 
barefooted, naked and uncircumcised’ I asked, ‘O Messenger 
of Allah! Women and men together! Won't they look at one 
another?!’ He - peace and blessing be upon him - replied: ‘O 


Aaisha, the matter will be too severe than for them to look at 
one another.”"* 

9 Imam an-Nawawee — may Allah be pleased with him — explained, “The 
man’s name was ‘Uyaynah bin Husayn. He had not actually embraced Islam at the 
time even when he pretended to have accepted Islam. Thus, the Prophet (peace and 
blessing be upon him) wanted to expose his true condition so that those who know 
not his condition are not deceived by what he showed...” (See: Tuhfat al-Ahwadhee). 
However, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) was cheerful with him to 
encourage him to truly accept Islam. (TN) 

10 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his al-Jami’ as-Saheeh, the Book of Manners, 
Chapter on ‘The Prophet (peace and blessing be upon him) was neither a foul-speaker 
nor a listener to foul-talk’; no. 5704. 

11 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of the Description of the 
Garden and Its People, the Chapter of the End of the World and Explanation of 
Resurrection on the Day of Resurrection; no. 5229. 
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“Its date-palms were like the heads of devils” 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) said, “The Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) was hypnotized such that 
it would seem to him that he was doing something which 
he did not do. Until one day while he was with me he made 
supplications to Allah repeatedly and then said, ‘ʻO Aaisha, do 
you know that Allah has answered me regarding what I asked 
Him about?’ 


I replied, “What’s that, O Messenger of Allah?’ He (peace 
and blessing be upon him) said, “Two men came to me; one 
of them sat by my head, and the second, near my feet. Then 
one of them said to the other, ‘Whats wrong with the man?’ 
The other answered, ‘He is bewitched’ He asked again, “Who 
afflicted him?’ The other responded, ‘Labeed bin al-A’asam, 
the Jew from the Zurayq tribe’ He said, “With what?’ He said, 
‘A comb, some hair strands and a layer of spadix of a date- 
palm? He asked, “Where is it? He responded, ‘In the well of 
Zhu Ar’wan. 


So, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) went 
along with some of his Companions to the well. They looked 
inside it and there was date-palm in it. Then he went back to 
Aaisha and said: ‘By Allah! It is as if henna was infused into the 
water in the well. Its date-palms were like the heads of devils? I 
said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, Should I remove it?’ He retorted, 
‘No, as for me, Allah has healed and cured me but I fear its evil 
effects on the people?’ 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
then ordered that it should be covered with sand.” 
12 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh, the Book of Medicine, 
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“The month is twenty-nine days” 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) reported (in a part 
of a lengthy hadeeth) that, “When twenty-nine nights passed, 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessing be upon him) 
came in to me and began the rounds with me. So, I asked, ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, you vowed that you would not come in to 
us for a month and here you are, coming on the twenty-ninth 
day; I was counting them?’ Then he answered back, ‘Indeed, 
the month is twenty-nine days. 


Thereafter, he (peace and blessing be upon him) said: ‘O 
Aaisha, I shall mention a matter to you to which I do not want 
you to give a hasty answer until you seek the opinion of your 
parents. Then he read a verse to me: 


(YA)... Beg E ZS tS p 


“O you Prophet, say unto your wives...” 


until he got to the end of the verse: 


Í 


“..mighty rewards.” 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) said, “By Allah! 
He knew that my parents will not tell me to leave him.” She 
continued, “I said, ‘Is it regarding a matter such as this that I 
should seek my parents’ counsel? Certainly, I desire Allah and 


Chapter of Sorcery; no. 5453. 
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His Messenger and the Home of the Hereafter-” 


Mamar (one of the reporters) said, “Ayyub told me that 
Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her) said, ‘Do not tell your 
wives that I chose you’ The Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) said to her, ‘Allah has sent me as a bearer of glad 
tidings not as a rigid caller” 


Qatadah (may Allah bestow mercy on him) said (the phrase 
in the verse): 


quafi cis 18 » 


“..your hearts tended...” 


means, ‘your hearts are inclined?”* 


“Sparrows of the Garden” 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) reported that, 
“The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
was invited to the funeral of a lad of the Ansar. So I said, ʻO 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him), this 
young boy is blessed! He is one of the sparrows of the Garden! 
He did not commit any evil nor did he even grow to witness 
evil? 

He (peace and blessings be upon him) answered, ‘Say 
something else, O Aaisha. Indeed, Allah has created some 
inhabitants for the Paradise; He created them for it while they 
were in the loins of their fathers. Likewise, Allah has created 


13 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of Divorce, Chapter on 
Vowing to Abandon One’s Wife; no. 2797. 
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for the Hell, some inhabitants; He created them for it right 
from their fathers’ loins? 


“Has your devil come?” 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) said, “The 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) left her 
presence one night”, she continued, “and I began to watch him 
vigilantly out of jealousy. Then he came back and saw what 
I was doing.” He (peace and blessings be upon him) asked, 
“What’s the matter with you? O Aaisha, are you jealous?’ 


I retorted, “Why wont the like of me feel unhappy 
when someone like you shows interest in another person?’ 
Thereupon, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) asked, ‘Has your devil come to you?” She asked 
in response, “O Messenger of Allah, do I have a devil?” He 
(peace and blessings be upon him) replied, “Yes.” I enquired, 
“Has every human being a devil?” He answered, “Yes.” I asked 
further, “And you too, O Messenger of Allah?” He (peace and 
blessings be upon him) then remarked, “Yes”, but added, “My 


Lord has assisted me over it and it even embraced Islam? 1 


A flying horse 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) said that the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) came 


14 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of Predestination, the Chapter 
on The Meaning of, ‘Every Child is Born Upon the Natural Way of Submission to 
Allah’ and the Ruling on the Death of the Children of the Unbelievers; no. 4938. 

15 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of the Description of 
Resurrection, the Garden and the Fire, Chapter on the Devil’s Instigations, and His 
Sending His Confederates to Try People, and That Every Human Being Has a Devil; 
no. 5160. 
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back from the Battle of Tabuk - or Khaybar - and her entrance 
was covered with a screen. A side of it was raised by the wind 
and it exposed her dolls. 


“What are these, O Aaisha?”, he queried. She (may Allah be 
pleased with her) replied, “My dolls!” He (peace and blessings 
be upon him) saw in the midst of the dolls, a horse that had 
two wings, made of pieces of cloth and so, he asked, “What is 
this that I see in their midst?” She responded, “It’s a horse”. He 
enquired, “What are these on it?” She answered, “Two wings.” 
“A horse with two wings?!” he wondered. 


She then remarked, “Didn't you hear that Sulayman had 
horses that had wings?” Aaisha said, “Then the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) smiled until his 


molars were visible.”*® 


Aaisha’s adornment 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) reported that, “The 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) came in 
to me and saw silver bracelets on my wrists. So he said, “What 
is this, O Aaisha?” I said, ‘I prepared them so that I would 
beautify myself for you with them, O Messenger of Allah’ He 
(peace and blessings be upon him) asked, “Do you pay the 
Zakah due from them?’ I said, ‘No; or “What Allah wills’ He 


said, ‘It will suffice you from the Fire? 


16 Collected by Aboo Daawood in his Sunan, the Book of Manners, Chapter 


on Playing with Dolls; no. 4340. 
17 Aboo Daawood recoded it in his Sunan, Book of Zakah, Chapter of Treasure 


and What is Zakah Payable from Jewelry (number: 1369). 


235 


The Secrets of Dialogue and Persuasion 


“About You, O Messenger of Allah?” 


Jabir bin Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with them both) 
reported that, “Abu Bakr came to seek permission from the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) but 
found people sitting by his door. The Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him) did not grant anyone the 
permission to enter. However, he gave Abu Bakr the permission 
to enter, and so he entered. 


‘Umar also came over and requested permission and he 
was given. When he entered, he met the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) seated, visibly disturbed and silent 
while his wives were also seated near him.” He (i.e. the reporter) 
went on, “Umar said (to himself), ‘I shall say something to 
amuse the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him)? 


So, he said, ʻO Messenger of Allah, if you see how the 
daughter of Kharijah asked me for provisions and I stood up 
to her and poke her neck’ Then the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) laughed and said, “They are beside 
me here, as you can see, asking me for provisions’ Then Abu 
Bakr stood up to Aaisha to poke her neck and ‘Umar to Hafsah 
to poke her neck. They both said to their respective daughters, 
“You demand from the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him), what he cannot afford?’ They replied, ‘By Allah, 
we do not demand from the Messenger of Allah, what he 
cannot afford; never!’ 


Later on they were kept away from for a month or twenty- 
nine days after which this verse was revealed regarding it: 
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Dei J SNE » 
“O Prophet! Say to your wives...” 


until it reached 
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“..then verily, Allah has prepared for the good doers 
amongst you an enormous reward.” 


He (i.e. the reporter) said, “He began with Aaisha. He said 
to her, ‘O Aaisha, I want to present a matter to you, and I will 
not want you to be hasty to reply me until you seek the counsel 
of your parents. She asked, “What is it, O Messenger of Allah?’ 
Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) read the verses to her. 


She replied, ‘Is it about you, O Messenger of Allah, I will 
seek the counsel of my parents? I rather desire Allah, His 
Messenger and the Home of the Hereafter. But I ask you not to 
tell any of your wives of what I said’ He (peace and blessings 
be upon him) said, ‘No one among them would ask me except 
that I will tell her. Allah has not raised me a rigid or fanatical 


caller, but He raised me a teacher and facilitator’"8 


Dialogue of a jurist 


Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) said, 


18 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of Divorce, Chapter on 
Giving the Choice of Divorce to the Wife Does Not Mean Divorce Except When That 
is Particularly Intended; no. 2792. 
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“Once while the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him) was in the mosque, he said, ʻO Aaisha, hand 
me the garment: She replied, ‘I am in my menstrual period’ 
He (peace and blessings be upon him) then remarked, “Your 
menstrual blood is not in your hand’ Then she brought him 
the garment?” 


“The greatest verse’ 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) reported that, “T 
said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, I know the greatest verse in the 
Quran’ He (peace and blessings be upon him) asked, “Which 
verse is it, O Aaisha?’ She answered, ‘Allah’s Statement: 


Loe Ze s 8 gO w 
“Whosoever works evil, will have the recompense thereof.” 


He said, Dont you know, O Aaisha, that a calamity nor 
thong does not afflict a believer except that it expiates for his 
most heinous deeds; and that whoever is called to account shall 
be punished?’ She (may Allah be pleased with her) enquired, 
‘But didn’t Allah say: 


Z 7 \A\ - r 4 a6 et 
G Vieh ine Clk 5325p 
“He surely will receive an easy reckoning?” 


The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 


19 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of Menstruation, Chapter on 
the Permissibility of a Woman in Menstrual Period Washing the Head of Her Husband 
and Combing It, and that Her Leftovers Are Pure; no. 484. 
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him) answered, “That refers to the presentation (of deeds to 
the Muslim): O Aaisha, whoever is brought to account will get 
destroyed??? 


“What makes you cry, O Agisha?” 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) said, “We initiated 
Hajj and proceeded. When we got to Sarif, my menstrual period 
started, and the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) came in to me while I was crying. He enquired, 
‘What makes you cry, O Aaisha?’ I said, ‘I had begun my 
menstrual cycle, I wish I had not come to perform the Hajj. 
He exclaimed, “Glorious is Allah! That is a matter Allah has 
decreed for every daughter of Adam’ He (peace and blessings 
be upon him) then said, ‘Perform all the rites of Hajj except 
that you should not circumambulate the House: 


When we arrived Makkah, the Messenger of Allah (peace 
and blessings be upon him) instructed that, “Whoever wants to 
make it his Umrah should do so, except the person that has his 
animal for sacrifice’. 


She said, “The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) slaughtered a cow on behalf of his wives on the day 
of Slaughtering.” When it was the night of Bat’haa, and Aaisha 
had become clean, she said, “O Messenger of Allah, will my 
fellows go back after performing Hajj and Umrah while I will 
return with only Hajj? Then the Messenger of Allah ordered 
Abdur-Rahman bin Abee Bakr to go with her to Taneem where 
she initiated her Umrah?* 


20 Collected by Aboo Daawood in his Sunan, the Book of Funerals, Chapter 


of The Women’s Visit; no. 2732. 
21 Collected by Aboo Daawood in his Sunan, the Book of Hajj Rites, Chapter 
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“May your right be covered with dust, O Aaisha” 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) reported that, 
“Umm-Sulaym al-Ansariyyah (may Allah be pleased with 
her), the mother of Anas bin Malik, said, ʻO Messenger of 
Allah, Allah the Mighty and Sublime, is not shy of saying the 
truth: If a woman sees what a man sees in his sleep, should she 
perform the ritual bath or not?” Aaisha (may Allah be pleased 
with her) said, “So the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him) replied, “Yes, she should perform the ritual bath when 
she sees fluid?” She went on, “I turned to her and said, “Woe 
to you!”” Do women also experience that?’ The Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings be upon her) turned towards me 
and said, ‘May your right be covered with dust, O Aaisha; from 
where does resemblance have effect?” 


“Leave me; let me worship my Lord” 


From Ataa who said, “Ubayd bin Umayr went in to see 
Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her). She said to Ubayd 
bin Umayr, ‘It is time for you to visit us? He replied, ʻO mother, 
I say as the first said, “Visit at intervals and increase mutual 
love.” He said, “She then said, “Spare us this gibber of yours!’ 


Ibn Umayr then requested, “Tell me the most wondrous 
thing you saw in the Messenger of Allah’? He said, ‘She 


of Performing Only Hajj; no. 1549. The basic story in the Hadeeth is contained in 
Saheeh al-Bukhaaree in a summarized form in the Book of Menstruation; no. 290. 

22 This is from those common expressions amongst the Arabs which have 
negative literal meanings but are rather intended as supplications for the one to whom 
it was employed, or to call his attention to an important matter he is being oblivious 
about or the like. (TN) 

23 Collected by Aboo Daawood in his Sunan, the Book of Purification, Chapter 
on the Woman Experiencing What the Man Experiences (during Sleep); no. 217. 
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remained quiet after which she said, “There was a night he 
(peace and blessings be upon him) said, ʻO Aaisha, leave me 
let me worship my Lord this night’ 


I said, ‘By Allah, I love to be close to you, and I love whatever 
pleases you.” She - may Allah be pleased with her - said, “So, 
he stood up and cleaned himself and began to observe prayer. 
He continued to cry until his side became wet. He was sitting 
down and he went on crying until his beard became soaked.” 
She continued, “He still went on crying until the ground 
became soaked. Bilal then came to call him to Prayer. When 
Bilal saw the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) crying, he said, ‘ʻO Messenger of Allah (peace and 
blessings be upon him), you cry while Allah has forgiven you 
your past and future sins?’ 


He (peace and blessings be upon him) responded, ‘Shouldn't 
I be a thankful servant? A verse was revealed to me during the 
night; woe unto whomever reads it but does not reflect upon it: 


E Bh of Gls 3 Op 


“Verily! In the creation of the heavens and the earth...” 


“Dialogue of the sick person” 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) said, “The Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) returned to me one 
day from the cemetery at Bagee’ while I was having headache 


24 Collected by Ibn Hibban in his Saheeh, the Book of Heart-Softeners, 
Chapter on Mention of the Explanation That One May Cry Continuously If He Is 
Away from People; no. 621 
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such that I was lamenting, ‘My head! My head!’ He (peace and 
blessings be upon him) said, ‘My head too, O Agisha’ 


Afterwards, he said, “Will it hurt you if you die before me 
such that I give you the funeral wash, shroud you and perform 
the funeral prayer over you and after which I bury you?’ 


Iremarked that, ‘I will do similarly ifthe same thing happens 
to you. You may then return to my room and have intimate 
relations in it with one of your wives’ Then the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) smiled. Thereafter, 


the illness during which he passed away started.’ 


“He that fears Allah, the Mighty and Sublime” 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) said, “O Messenger 
of Allah, in this verse: 
E (Vs) Sisters 955 Aaii Ales 5 le G OSE Gaal > 
“And those who give that (their charity) which they give 
(and also do other good deeds) with their hearts full of 
fear (whether their alms and charities have been accepted 
or not), because they are sure to return to their Lord (for 
reckoning). (Al-Mu'minun: 60) 


O Messenger of Allah, does it refer to anyone that steals, 
commits adultery, and drinks liquor while he fears Allah?’ The 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) replied, 
‘No, O daughter of Abu Bakr! It rather refers to the one that 


25 Collected by Ibn Hibban in his Saheeh, the Book of History, Chapter on 
the Sickness of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him); no. 6698. Al-Albaanee 
said in Mishkaat Al-Masaabeeh; no. 5917, “A Sound Hadeeth.” 
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observes the prayer and gives charity while fearing Allah the 
Mighty and Majestic.’”° 


Companions of the tree 


Jabir bin Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with them both) 
said, “Umm Mubash-shir told me that she heard the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) say in the presence of 
Hafsah, ‘By the Will of Allah, none among the Companions 
of the Tree shall enter the Fire; those who pledge allegiance 
under it? 


She (i.e. Hafsah) said, ‘Really, O Messenger of Allah?’ Then 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
scolded her. So Hafsah (may Allah be pleased with her) said 
(but Allah said): 


g... 5515 Yad obj 


“There is none of you but will pass over it (that is, the 
Hell)? 


Thereupon, the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) said, Indeed Allah the Mighty and Sublime also 
said, 


26 Collected by Ahmad in his Musnad, the Musnad of the Ansar; no. 24663. 
At-Tirmidhee also collected a similar report in his Sunan, in the Book of Slaughtering, 
the Sections on Tafseer of the Qur’an, Chapter of Explanation of a Verse from Soorah 
al-Mu’minun; no. 3216. 

27 Imam an-Nawawee — may Allah shower blessings on him — explained, “It 
contains evidence for discussion and objection by way of seeking guidance. This was 
the intention of Hafsah. She did not intend to refute his statement...” (See: Sharh 
Saheeh Muslim) (TN) 
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“Then We shall save those who use to fear Allah and were 


dutiful to Him. And we shall leave the polytheists and 
wrongdoers therein (humbled) to their knees (in Hell)?” 


“Woe betide the Arabs” 


Zaynab bint Jahsh (may Allah be pleased with her) reported 
that, “One day the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) came in to her, frightened, saying: “There is no deity 
worthy of worship except Allah! Woe betide the Arabs for the 
evil of something which is near. Today, the sealed hole of the 
Gog and Magog has been opened to this extent - ‘he made a 
circle with his thumb and the finger next to it (the thumb)’ 


Zaynab (may Allah be pleased with her) said, “I said, ‘ʻO 
Messenger of Allah, shall we be destroyed while there are 
righteous ones among us?’ He answered, “Yes, when the evil 


ones become many??? 


“Where have you been since the day?” 


Fatimah al-Khuzaiyyah (may Allah bestow mercy on her) 
said, “One day I heard Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) 
saying, “Ihe Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) came in to me one day and I said, “Where have you been 
since the day?’ He (peace and blessings be upon him) said, ‘O 


28 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of the Virtues of the 
Companions, Chapter on the Virtues of the Companions of the Tree, the People That 
Took the Oath of Pleasure — may Allah be pleased with them all; no. 4675. 

29 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh, the Book of Trials, 
Chapter on the Gog and Magog; no. 6749. 
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rosy-cheeked, I have been with Umm Salamah’ So I said, “You 
are not done with Umm Salamah?” 


She said, He smiled’ and I asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah, 
tell me, if you lodge at two valleys, one of which had never 
been grazed while the other had been grazed; in which of the 
two will you graze?’ He (peace and blessings be upon him) 
answered, ‘In the one that had not been grazed’ I retorted, ‘I 
am not like any of your wives; each of your wives had been 
with a man before, except me? 


She - may Allah be pleased with her - said, “Then the 
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
smiled??? 


“I felt the coldness of his feet on my stomach” 


Abdur-Rahman bin Abee Laylah (may Allah bestow mercy 
on him) reported that, “Fatimah (may Allah be pleased with 
her) came to the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) to 
complain about the injury on her hands from the mill. It got to 
her that some slaves had been brought to him but she did not 
meet him (at home). So she mentioned her plight to Aaisha 
(may Allah be pleased with her). When he returned, Aaisha 
told him about it. 


He (that is, Alee bin Abee Taalib) said, “He (peace and 
blessings be upon him) came to us while we had gone to bed 
and we started getting up. So he said, Remain where you are? 
He then came and sat between us until I could feel the coldness 
of his feet on my stomach’? Thereafter, he said, ‘Should I guide 


30 Collected by Ibn Sa’d in At-Tabaqaat Al-Kubraa, Mentioning the Wives of 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him); no. 9681. 
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you to what is better than what you have asked for? When you 
go to bed - or when you retire to your beds - say, Sub’hanallah 
(Glorious is Allah) thirty-three times, Al-Hamdulillah (All 
praise belong to Allah) thirty-three times and Allahu Akbar 
(Allah is the Greatest), thirty-four times. These are better for 
you than a servant.”*? 


A Lustrous Pearl from the Pearls of Dialogue 


Aaisha - may Allah be pleased with her - said, “On the 
night when he was with me - she meant the Messenger of Allah 
(peace and blessings be upon him) - he returned, removed his 
footwear and placed them by his legs. He also removed his 
garment and spread the edge of his loin-cloth on his bed. He 
only stayed for a while and felt I had slept. So he gently put 
on his footwear and his garment. He then opened the door 
quietly, went out and quietly closed the door behind him - 
peace and blessings be upon him. 


I too put my coat on my head, veiled myself and wore 
my loin-cloth. I then followed him until he got to the Baqee’ 
Cemetery. He raised his hands three times, stood on for a long 
time and then turned back (to take his leave). So I turned back 
too. He rushed and I rushed up too. He walked fast, so I walked 
fast as well. He ran and I ran likewise and I outwitted him and 
entered (before he did). 


Just as I was about to lie down on the bed, he entered 
and said, “What is it, O Aaisha? Why are you breathing so 
heavily?” She replied, “No.” He (peace and blessings be upon 
him) remarked, “Youd rather opened up or the Subtle and All- 


31 Collected by Al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh, Book of Spending, 
Chapter of Work of Woman in the Home of Her Husband (number: 5064). 
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Knowing Lord will tell me’ So I said, ‘ʻO Messenger of Allah, 
may my father and mother be ransomed for you’ Then I told 
him what happened. 


He (peace and blessings be upon him) said, ‘So you were the 
black figure I saw in my front?” She answered, “Yes.” She said, 
“Then he thumped me on my chest in a very painful manner 
and said, ‘Do you think Allah and His Messenger would wrong 
you?” She said, “No matter how people hide, Allah knows it!’ 
He remarked, “Yes: 


He said, Jibreel (peace be upon him) came to me when 
you saw me - and he would not come in to you while you have 
removed your cloths. So he called out to me while he hid from 
you. I answered him and hid from you too. I thought you had 
slept and I feared you would become worried if I left you alone 
(with your knowledge that I was away). 


He ordered me to go to the people of Bagee’ and seek 
forgiveness for them.” 


The Third Topic: Summary 
Allah the Exalted said: 
et 2% SESIR 
Íj Eas ES e al be dais 
32 Collected by An-Nasaaee in his Sunan Al-Kubra, the Book of Funerals and 


Longing for Death, Chapter on Seeking Forgiveness for the Believers; no. 2140. Al- 
Albaanee said in his annotation on Sunan An-Nasaaee, ‘It is authentic.’ The basis of 
the narration can be found in Saheeh Muslim, the Book of Funerals, Chapter on What 
is To Be Said When One Enters the Cemetery, and Supplications for the Dead At the 
Cemetery; no. 1681. 
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“Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, 
because Allah has made one of them to excel the other, and 
because they spend (to support them) from their means. 
Therefore the righteous women are devoutly obedient 
(to Allah and to their husbands), and they guard in the 
husbands absence what Allah orders them to guard (e.g. 
their chastity, their husbands property, etc.). As to those 
women on whose part you see illconduct, admonish them 
(first), (next), refuse to share their beds, (and last) beat 
them, but if they return to obedience, seek not against 
them means (of annoyance). Surely, Allah is ever Most 
High, Most Great.” (An-Nisaa: 34]. 


Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him) 
was very rare and unique of all men. He was unparalleled and 
no one will ever near his status. He was chosen for prophethood 
and selected for messengership, and with his, all messages 
ended. Despite all these virtues and excellence, the Prophet of 
Mercy - peace and blessings be upon him - would engage in 
dialogue in his home. 


The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) preferred 
dialogue over order and favored nice conversation over 
compulsion. His wives - may Allah be pleased with them all - 
used to dialogue with him in all matters because of what they 
saw in him of kindness and goodness. He - peace and blessings 
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be upon him - had said, “The best of you is the best to his 
family; and I am the best among you to his family?” 


33 Collected by Ibn Hibban in the Book of Hajj, the Chapter of Animal 
Sacrifice, Mentioning the Desirability if Emulating the Chosen One (peace and 
blessings be upon him), For a Person to Engage in Goodness; no. 4244. 
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The Eight Section 
His Dialogue with The Angels 


The First Topic: Preamble and Level Playing 
Ground for the Dialogue 
Preamble: 


Allah the Exalted said: 
e all SL eB Gag DL TS SON Ge abis abl Y 


(Vo) Guat 


‘Allah chooses Messengers from angels and from men. 
Verily, Allah is All-Hearer, All-Seer.’ (Al-Hajj: 75). 


Indeed Allah the Exalted chose a good number of His 
angels and distinguished and preferred them. Likewise, He 
chose from those, Jibreel - peace be upon him. He selected 
him for the most honorable assignment and greatest duty: 


(V9E) gaiii So 5 Se] AMS UE OAY) GANT ET a 
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“Verily, in this is indeed a sign, yet most of them are not 
believers. And verily! Your Lord, He is indeed the All- 
Mighty, the Most Merciful. And truly, this (the Quran) 
is a revelation from the Lord of the mankind (and all that 
exists), which the Trustworthy Spirit [Jibreel] has brought 
down; upon your heart (O Muhammad) that you may be 
(one) of the warners, in the plain Arabic Language. And 
verily, it (the Quran) is (announced) in the Scriptures 
[the Torah and the Gospel] of former people.” (Ash- 
Shuaaraa: 190-196]. 


Therefore, Jibreel - peace be upon him - is from the best 
among the angels and the most honorable among them, the 
most excellent of them in honor and excellence. 


Similarly, the Lord of all that exists has selected among 
humans, prophets and messengers, from among the best of 
His slaves. He also distinguished some of them; those were the 
Messengers of the strong will: 


pi EAE YG EN Ge S laa US old p 
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“Therefore be patient (O Muhammad) as did the 
Messengers of strong will and be in no haste about 
them (disbelievers). On the Day when they will see that 
(torment) with which they are promised (i.e. threatened, 
it will be) as if they had not stayed more than an hour in 
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a single day. (O mankind! This Quran is sufficient as) 
a clear message (or proclamation to save yourself from 
destruction). But shall any be destroyed except the people 
who are rebellious (and disobedient to Allah). (AI- 
Ahqaaf: 35). 


They were Nooh, Ibrahim, Moosa, ‘Eesa and Muhammad - 
may Allah's benedictions and peace be upon them. 


Also, among the Messengers of Strong Will, Allah 
distinguished Muhammad. He preferred him above the worlds. 
He was pleased with him and drew him to a status that no 
prophet sent, nor angel near, ever reached: 


Jy ese (4) Gia nis OG OSS (A) Dect es hp 
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Us coast 


“Then he [Jibreel] approached and came closer, and was 
at a distance of two bows length or (even) nearer, so did 
(Allah) convey the inspiration to his slave [Muhammad 
through Jibreel]. The (Prophets) heart lied not (in seeing) 
what he (Muhammad) saw.” (An-Najm: 8-11]. 


The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) had several 
meetings with Jibreel (peace and blessings be upon him) even 
before he was raised as a Messenger. This is contained in the 
narration about the opening of his heart while he was just a 
little young boy under fosterage with the Sad clan. Then he met 
him after he had been made a Prophet in the cave and raised 
with tranquility when a woman from the Quraysh idolaters 
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said in rage: “I see that your devil has detested you”! 


Thereafter, Jibreel - peace be upon him - brought the 
revelation to him which continued in succession: 


6 (V) es ak; B55 > 


“Your Lord (O Muhammad) has neither forsaken you 
nor hated you.” (Ad-Duhaa: 3). 


Jibreel - peace be upon him -, the chief of the angels, had 
accompanied the chief of humans, Muhammad - peace and 
blessings be upon him - during the journey to Bayt al- Maqdis 
and subsequently in his ascension to the heavens. At a stage 
during the journey, Jibreel could not proceed but Muhammad 
(peace and blessings be upon him) went ahead according to 
the Wish of his Lord. Thus he (peace and blessings be upon 
him) approached and went closer... 


Indeed, the relationship between the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) with Jibreel and the angel in-charge of 
the mountain, as will be shown later, is one of reciprocating 
love, clear recognition and acknowledgment of honor and 
status. 


He consulted with the Prophet, Muhammad (peace and 
blessings be upon him) on a number of occasions and on great 
issues: and this is not the right place to explain them. What I 
have only intended here, dear reader, is to explain the level field 
for the dialogue which is already crystal clear, not requiring to 
be explained, and too apparent, not demanding to be shown. 
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The Second Topic: Examples of the Prophets’ 
Dialogue with the Angels 


The Prophet was worried 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) reported that she 
asked the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him), “O 
Messenger of Allah! Have you had any day more difficult for 
you than the day of Battle of Uhud?” He (peace and blessings 
be upon him) replied, “Indeed, I suffered (something more 
severe) from your people. The worst of what I suffered was on 
the Day of Aqabah when I presented myself to Ibn Abd- Yaaleel 
bin Abd-Kulaal. But he did not hearken towards what I invited 
him to. 


So, I turned back with sadness written on my face. Just 
before I got to Qar’n Ath-Tha/aalib, I raised up my head and saw 
a cloud that had cast a shade over me. I looked and saw Jibreel 
who called me. He said, ‘Indeed Allah the Mighty and Sublime 
has heard what your people said to you and their rejection of 
you. He has also sent the angel in-charge of the mountains that 
you should order him as you deem fit about them? 


He (peace and blessings be upon him) said, “Then the angel 
in-charge of the mountains called me, said the greeting of 
salam on me and then said, ‘O Muhammad, Allah has heard 
what your people said to you. I am the angel in-charge of the 
mountains and your Lord has sent me to you that you should 
order me to do whatever you like. What do you desire? If you 
like that I cause the two Akhshabs' to cover them? But the 


1 They are two mountains in Makkah: Abu Qubays and the one opposite it, 
Qu’ayqi’aan. (See: Fath al-Baaree). (TN) 
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Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said to 
him, ‘I rather want Allah to bring from their loins, those who 
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will worship Allah alone, not joining any partners with Him. 
“Nation of the unlettered people” 


Ubayy bin Ka’b (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated 
that, “The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) met Jibreel and said to him, ‘O Jibreel, I have been sent to 
the nation of unlettered people from whom are the aged men 
and women, young men and women and a man who had never 
read a book before? He replied, ‘O Muhammad, the Qur’an has 
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been revealed upon seven ways (of reading): 


“Have you dropped your weapon?” 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) said, “When 
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) 
returned on the Day of Battle of the Trench, he put down his 
weapon and took a bath. Then Jibreel came to him while his 
head was covered in dust and said, “You have placed down you 
weapon? By Allah, I am yet to drop mine. Then the Messenger 
of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said, ‘So, where 
to?’ He replied, ‘Here and he pointed to the direction of the 
dwellings of the Qurayza tribe.” 


Aaisha (may Allah be pleased with her) said, “Then the 


2 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of Jihad and Biographies, the 
Chapter of What the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) Faced in Terms of 
Harm from the Polytheists; no. 3453. 

3 Collected by at-Tirmidhee in his Sunan, the Book of Slaughtering, the 
Sections of Manners of Reading From the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him), the Chapter of What Has Come About the Revelation of the Qur’an on 
Seven Ways; no. 2976. At-Tirmidhee said, ‘the hadeeth is Sound and Authentic’. 
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Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) marched 
out against them.”* 


Glad tidings from Jibreel 


Mamur bin Suwayd said, “I heard Abu Dharr narrating 
from the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) that he 
said, “Jibreel - peace be upon him - came to me and gave me 
the tidings that whoever dies in my Ummah not associating 
anything with Allah will enter the Garden. I said, ‘Even if he 
commits adultery and steals?’ He replied, ‘Even if he commits 


adultery and steals.”° 


“Seventy thousand, no account upon them” 


Abdullah bin Abbass (may Allah be pleased with them 
both) said, “The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) said, “The nations were presented to me 
and I saw a prophet with whom was a people, another prophet 
who had with him only a group of people, and yet a prophet 
with whom was a group of ten, and a prophet with just one 
follower. 


Then I looked-out and saw a large number of people. I said, 
‘O Jibreel, are these my nation?’ He replied, “No; but look at the 
horizon: Then I looked on and saw a large number of people’ 
Jibreel said, “Those are your people; their leaders are seventy 
thousand in number, who will not give account (of their deeds) 


4 Collected by Al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as- Saheeh, Book of Jihad and 
Biographies, Chapter of Taking Bath after War and (after) Being Covered with Dust; 
no. 2680. 

5 Muslim recorded it in his Saheeh, Book of Faith, Chapter of Whoever Dies 
Not Ascribing Partners Unto Allah on the Least Will Enter the Garden; no. 165. 
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nor suffer any punishment. I said, “Why?’ He replied, “They did 
not used to cauterize, nor seek (legal) incantations nor read 
evil omen, they just relied on their Lord’ 


Then ‘Ukaasha bin Muhsan (may Allah be pleased with 
him) stood up and said, ‘(O Messenger of Allah), invoke Allah 
on my behalf that He should make me one of them’ He (peace 
and blessings be upon him) said, ʻO Allah, make him one of 
them?’ Then another man stood and said, ‘(O Messenger of 
Allah), ask Allah on my behalf that He should make me one 
of them as well’ The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
be upon him) then replied, “Ukaasha has preceded you to it.”® 


A Lustrous Pearl from the Pearls of Dialogue 


‘Be humble to your Lord, O Muhammad’ 


Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) reported 
that, “Jibreel sat before the Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him), looked up into the sky and an angel was descending. 
So Jibreel said to him - peace and blessings be upon him -, 
“This angel has never descended since he was created except 
now. When he descended, he said, ‘© Muhammad! Your Lord 
sent me to [ask] you whether you prefer to be made a king over 
them or a slave and messenger’ 


Jibreel said to him, ‘Be humble to your Lord, O Muhammad’ 
Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon 
him) said, ‘Rather; a slave and messenger.” 

6 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in al-Jaami’u as-Saheeh, Book of Heart- 
Softeners, Chapter of Seventy Thousand People That will Enter Paradise without 


Giving Account; no. 6198. 
7 Collected by Ibn Hibban in his Saheeh, the Book of History, Chapter 
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The Third Topic: Summary 


The honorable angels are the links of the prophets (with 
Allah), mercy to the worlds and helpers - with the permission 
of Allah - to the righteous. They kept the company of the 
Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) since the inception 
of Islam when Jibreel, drew him closer in the cave and covered 
him. Later on, Jibreel appeared to the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) in his magnificent form in which he 
was actually created. 


Jibreel also was in his company with the angel in-charge of 
mountains after the affliction that visited the Prophet (peace 
and blessings be upon him) when he had almost lost hope that 
the people of Quraysh would believe in him. So, he went to Taif 
but met obstinacy and harm from its inhabitants. They denied 
him and drove him! He - peace and blessings be upon him - 
then complained to Allah about his weakness and incapability. 
The angel in-charge of the mountains was given the permission 
by Allah - the Exalted - that if he wanted the two mountains 
around Makkah to cover the people, he would do so. 


However, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
considered the nearest future; he hoped for the success of the 
prophethood, and wished that those who will devoutly worship 
Allah alone and not join partners in worship with Him be 
raised from the loins of those deniers. 


Later on, Jibreel accompanied the Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) on the most honorable Journey (from 
of Mention of Description of the Keys of Treasures of the Earth when they Were 


Presented to the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him); no. 7473. 
Al-Albaanee said in his annotation on at-Targeeb wa-Tarheeb, no. 3280: ‘Authentic’. 
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Makkah to Jerusalem) and the greatest ascension (to the 
heavens). He ascended with him from one heaven to the other 
and he (peace and blessings be upon him) saw the guarding 
angel of each heaven among the angels. Jibreel would ask for 
permission for him (for the gate of each heaven to be opened) 
and the Prophets (peace be upon them) welcomed him - peace 
and blessings be upon him. 


Then the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be 
upon him) saw Jibreel, the second time, at the Lote-tree of the 
Utmost Boundary (beyond which no one can go), in his actual 
form with sixty wings, from each of which rubies and coral 
dropped!8 


The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) fought 
wars and Jibreel fought alongside with him and other angels as 
well - may the peace of Allah be upon them all. The Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him) would be asked regarding 
an issue and he would not know the answer to it. Subsequently, 
he would answer, saying that, “Jibreel just told me their answers 
a while ago.” 


Thus, the honorable angels of Allah, especially Jibreel, were 
always in the company of the Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him) on many occasions and he really benefitted from 
Jibreel’s company. So he (peace and blessings be upon him) 
would consult him on a number of affairs, he would read the 
Qur’an to him and many dialogues took place between them, 
some of which I had cited earlier. 


8 Collected by Ibn Hibban in his Saheeh, the Book of History; no. 6527. 
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Therefore, the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) 
derived great benefits from the companionship of Jibreel as a 
friend would benefit from the companionship of his friend and 
a sincere brother. 
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THIRDLY | EPILOGUE 


Po is due to Allah with Whose Bounties all 
righteousness becomes complete and life becomes 
better. To Him is the praise in the beginning and the 
last; He is All-Wise and All-Knower: Glorified is He, 
the Mighty. 


I render all praise to Him in the best form for His mercy, 
aid, the ease He granted (on this work) despite the tight 
schedules and enormous responsibilities. Allah the Mighty 
indeed reminded His Messenger (peace and blessings be upon 
him) of His Bounty over him that: 
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“..and He taught you that which you knew not. And ever 
great is the Grace of Allah unto you (O Muhammad).” 
(An-Nisaa: 113). 


In addition, only few works are available in the Muslim 
library regarding “Dialogues in the Life of the Prophet: 
However, during my study of the biography of the Prophet 
(peace and blessings be upon him), I was amazed at the large 
number of examples of dialogue which I came across, and its 
great significance in guidance in every aspect of his life and 


264 


Epilogue 


with various individuals and nations. 


The Prophet of Mercy (peace and blessings be upon him) 
depended on dialogue as one of the most effective methods 
of teaching and influencing others. It engenders thoughts and 
the use of the intellect and provides the opportunity to partake 
in the articulation of areas of agreement. Similarly, it assists 
discern the areas of disagreement so thathe sets aright, whatever 
could have gone wrong, properly revisiting the matter. This in 
turn results in himself and his brothers attaining congruence 
which will certainly aid an understanding that replaces enmity 
with friendship and spite with love. 


Without dialogue, the least understanding that leads 
to harmony among nations will be absent and the points 
of differences, the basis for enmity, wars and conflicts will 
not be known. So, the dawn should break, of consultation, 
conversation and due contemplation. Each nation should show 
what it has and each group should express the truth it holds. 


If nations stick to this methodology, this firm path, then 
humanity will soon see a bounty that had not been tasted since 
after the time of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon 
him), the leader of those who dialogue, the best of those who 
debate in a nice manner and the most eloquent of speakers and 
the best guide - peace and blessings be upon him. 


“O people of the Scripture: Come to a word that 
is just between us and you” 


Indeed the dialogue between the Muslims and the adherents 
of other religions will be continuous and unending as is stated 
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in the Noble Qur'an. Allah the Exalted said: 
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“Say (O Muhammad) “O people of the Scripture (Jews 
and Christians)! You have nothing (as regards guidance) 
till you act according to the Torah, the Gospel, and what 
has (now) been sent down to you from your Lord (the 
Quran)?” Verily, that which has been sent down to you 
(Muhammad) from your Lord increases in many of them 
their obstinate rebellion and disbelief. So be not sorrowful 
over the people who disbelieve.” (An-Nisa: 68). 
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Similarly, He the Majestic said: 
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“They (the Jews, Quraysh pagans, idolaters, etc.) did not 
estimate Allah with an estimation due to Him when they 
said: ‘Nothing did Allah send down to any human being 
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(by inspiration)? Say (O Muhammad): ‘Who then sent 
down the Book which Moosa (Moses) brought, a light 
and a guidance to mankind which you (the Jews) have 
made into (separate) paper sheets, disclosing (some of it) 
and concealing (much). And you (believers in Allah and 
His Messenger Muhammad), were taught (through the 
Quran) that which neither you nor your fathers knew: 
Say: Allah (sent it down). Then leave them to play in 
their vain discussions.” (Al-Anam: 91). 


Do come over; let us dialogue and debate in an excellent 
manner. Let us explain our beliefs. A Muslim is not truly one 
when he disparages Moosa or ‘Eesa - peace and blessings be 
upon both of them - let alone disbelieving in them. But see what 
the fools among you do to our Prophet (peace and blessings be 
upon him); they make jest of him and make a caricature of him 
in the ugliest manner! 


Quite badly, they still defend this extremism and justify the 
evil with foolish and baseless proofs! 


See, check and investigate, as much as your information 
and communication abilities can go, have you ever seen a 
Muslim, after what the fools among you did to our Prophet - 
peace and blessings be upon him - disparage the personality of 
Jesus — peace be upon him, or belittle his status or criticize his 
creation or character? Never will you ever find that! 


Do you know why? It is because we train our children to 
respect the prophets - peace and blessings be upon them - love 
and hold them in high esteem while they still believe them to 
be what that they really were: human beings. So, they were 
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humans whom Allah the Exalted chose above all the people 
and favored with knowledge over all the worlds. 


Our book, the Noble Quran, which some of the fools 
among you desecrate and which some of the evil ones among 
you wipe its pure and clear sheets by throwing them into toilets; 
this Noble Book of ours is the secret behind the act of Muslim 
children’s respect for the Prophets, whether those children are 
really religious or are only just trying. This Book is the secret 
behind the respect and high esteem our children have for the 
Prophets and messengers - peace and blessings be upon them. 


What a huge difference that exists between our children 
and yours, and between those among our children who are less 
religious and the fools among you. I shall say to you, relying on 
my religion just as my Prophet - peace and blessings be upon 
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him - said to your forefathers: 


“Say (O Muhammad): ‘O People of the Scripture (Jews 
and Christians): Come to a word that is just between us 
and you, that we worship none but Allah, and that we 
associate no partners with Him, and that none of us shall 
take others as lords besides Allah. Then, if they turn away, 
say: “Bear witness that we are Muslims.” (Aal-Imraan: 64). 
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However, if you remain obstinate, I can do nothing but 
supplicate to Allah the Mighty as the Prophet of Mercy (peace 
and blessings be upon him) did, that: 


“O Allah, the Lord of Jibreel, Mikhail (Michael) and 
Israfeel; the Originator of the heavens and earth, 
the Knower of the unseen and the seen, You shall 

judge between Your slaves regarding what they 
differ. Guide me with your permission to the truth 
regarding what they differ, You indeed guide whom 
You wish to the right path.” 


a RR 


1 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh, the Book of the Traveler’s Prayer, the 
Chapter on Supplications in Late-Night Prayer and Its Standing; no. no. 1338. 
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